
GREAT TEACHERS AREN’T BORN, 
THEY’RE TAUGHT 

 

                                                                             This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 
                                                                             Version 3.0 United States License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/

 
 

© 2013 Mathematics Teaching and Learning to Teach • School of Education • University of Michigan • Ann Arbor, MI 48109 • mtlt@umich.edu



KRISTOF, NYT, SEPTEMBER 13, 2012 

 
 

                                                                             This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 
                                                                             Version 3.0 United States License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/

 
 

© 2013 Mathematics Teaching and Learning to Teach • School of Education • University of Michigan • Ann Arbor, MI 48109 • mtlt@umich.edu



OVERVIEW OF TODAY’S ARGUMENT 
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NO PROFESSIONALLY GROUNDED SYSTEM FOR 
TEACHERS’ TRAINING  
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WHAT SHOULD INITIAL TRAINING AND 
LICENSURE DO? 
  rights of children 
 

academic, social, emotional, and physical safety
ethical practice 

 
initial 

responsibility for students’ learning 
 
In other words, ensure that the beginning teacher meets 
the standard of safe to practice. 
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HIGH-LEVERAGE INSTRUCTIONAL 
PRACTICES  
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EXAMPLES OF HIGH-LEVERAGE PRACTICES 
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CLINICAL TRAINING 
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PRACTICING DEFIBRILLATION 
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PRACTICING A GUIDED READING LESSON 
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BUILDING NEW ASSESSMENTS OF 
TEACHING PRACTICE 
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ASSESSING DIAGNOSTIC CAPABILITY:  
ANALYZING ERRORS 
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MODELING 
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DOES THIS STUDENT UNDERSTAND? 
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ELICITING AND INTERPRETING STUDENT 
THINKING 
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SCALING UP WITH 
TEACHINGWORKS 
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WHAT IS TEACHINGWORKS? 
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FOUR MAIN ARENAS OF WORK 
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WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
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GREAT TEACHERS AREN'T BORN. 
THEY’RE TAUGHT. 
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