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The stone-faced Black, with his “Profiler”-like psy-
chic powers, delves into the seemingly random vio-

and mtngumg Frank Black make the show worthwhﬂe
for sophisticated viewers.

t1on underswred by theicold and detached view of
Black, endowed the program with an unmatched intel-
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Group to perform ‘An Opera Gala and A Salute to John Williams’

By Stephanie Love
Daily Arts Writer

Is there any better way to experience
“Star Wars” than after excerpts from
Pucchini’s “LaBoheme?” Tomorrow
night’s Michigan Pops Orchestra con-
cert, “An Opera Gala and A Salute to

ple who are uncomfortable with opera
and show them that it can be very
entertaining and beautiful. At the
same time, we are showing that the
music of John Williams is just as
valid. Only a pops orchestra could
juxtapose the two,” School of Music

John  Williams,” junior and conduc-
proves that film tor of the
music and opera "PREVIEW | Michigan Pops
aren’t such a far- s Bn Orchestra  Steve
fetched combina- Michigan Pops Bizub said.
tion. Orchestra The Michigan
The concert Saturdayat8 p.m. | Pops - Orchestra
begins with popu- At Power Center, Tickets $7, $5 students debuted last March
lar arias  from at the Michigan
operas such as “the Barber of Seville,”  Theater, drawing in a crowd of more
“Carmen” and “LaBoheme,” among than 900, despite the competition of

others in the first half of the program.
The second half switches gears, show-
casing some of the vast array of John
Williams' film music, including music
from *“Schindler’s List” and the “Star
Wars” trilogy.

“We are looking to familiarize peo-

UMS and Musket events.

“The University community has all
sorts of music but until last year, there
was no pops orchestra. It’s a neglected
area of music,” Bizub said.

“We did a really good job last year as
far as puiting together an orchestra

from scratch and we were really sur-
priséd at the acceptance,” he added.
“This year, we are working to get more

people excited about pops. We're trying

to broaden our audience base and
advance the musical quality.”

This year’s orchestra is made up of
66 student members. Auditions were
held at the end of the fall term. The
group spends 2 1/2 hours rehearsing on
Sunday nights. Although the orchestra
is primarily non-music majors,
Saturday’s concert features seven
School of Music soloists on both halves
of the program.

“We pride ourselves on showcas-
ing talent from within the student
body. The majority of the orchestra is
doing this because they love perform-
ing in an orr‘hestral ensemble,” Bizub
said.

Bizub stressed that one of the main
goals of the organization is to try to
erase the boundaries between the per-
formers and the audience. The perfor-

mance rituals of an orchestral concert
have the potential to cut the audience ;
off from the musicians because of the
formality. But pops has the ablhty to
make orchestral music more accessible
to the audience because of the empha-
sis on the entertaining nature of the
music. ,

“Pops is unique because you can
draw from enormous areas of miusic,”
Bizub said. “There are really no
boundaries as long as it is dcne in
good taste.”

Bizub hoped that the Mlchxgan Pops
Orchestra will pave the way to encour-
age the community to embrace orches—
tral music.

“There’s a tremendous spirit in doing
something unique at this umversuy
when we can get people to have a new-
found understanding, respect and love
for orchestral music.” he said. "~

“People want to be entertained. The
modern orchestra is a wonderfiil Wéy to
provide that entenammem




