Tig faw:i}rwﬁam&@' u?bwt verse and filled with
energy and antics galore - it's ihe “Best of Pops”

eoncert, and it's open to all who want to sway, bop,

bounce and tap their feet to Dop's addictive thythms:

Eighty members strong and growing, the student—nm

and student-directed Mzch;ga}z Pops’ Orcheqtra
comprised entirely of University
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- and the grandparent.”

Parents can do thelr children a favor by taitmg ﬁ}sm
to the upcoming performance, says Nishon. “It should
be a pretty incredible show...It is really a great way to
get younger children involved in the symphonic scene
in order to spark their interest in

of Michigan students, will bust
out 2 myriad of popular tunes
during its 10th Anniversary
Comeert on April 2.

A branch of the University
Activities Center, the group
consists of freshmen musicians
right on thy ougb those enrolled
in the university’s Phiy
program, representing varicus
colleges and departments within
the universiiy,
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These layered performanceshelp
 to satisfy children and adults alike,
~ somefimes cvenmakingan
archestra fan out of somesns g%giag ‘
hasnever enjoyed previous

" the arts.”

Younger audience *nemiyeza :
as;;euaﬁ v should get a kick out of
_the group’s take on “Cirele of Lifs”

from Disney’s The Lion King while’
teens and those who grew upin
the "80s will relish the lightsaber 7
battles lighting up the stage during
- the Star Wars number,
s this very eclsetic mix of musie

The April f’csme?; will i “tm‘v ‘
E‘aﬁhizg.ﬁs from the group’s 10 vears of performances,
sincluding fg}zegm from flm i“a“mmz@a such as Harry ¥
Potter, Lovd of the Rings and Star Wars! Also included
will be* it;iaasgm of Love” from the Broadway smash
Rent, "Los Toreadors” from uearga ‘Bizet's populay
opera Carme, 1and George Gershwin's “Cuban
Overture.” o : o : .
Voeal soloists; guest conductors and multimadia
visual effects will round out the evening, providing
depth and playfulness, a quality as integral to the
group as ifs sense of bumor. These layered
performances heip to satisly children and adulis alike,
sometimes even making an orchestra fan out of ‘
someone who hes never enjoyed pr evious orchestral
experiences.

The archestra, founded in 1998, was «
oifer 3&?&{%85?{5{- ari i}i};{}@’!gwﬁx}’ toplay and

i popul L with adocusonn

anized to

& studentrunorches tz‘a, our. gcfa isto give all
tudents the oppoitunity to appreciate and gaafiiﬁipa’s;a
@ ourmusic,” savs Executive Direvtor and viokiniss,
‘arah Maynar é fi?’?’e strive to promote our love and
exjoyrment of rusic 1o as wide ap audibnceas
possible.”
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: @m‘a{isaﬁ musicals television shows and v
< really packs s waﬁs}p,
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, orchestra members alike. The
musicians deliver classical pisces but
it ig their take on musie from movie soumdiracks

actio tha

Studenis periorm once per %&meﬂmz‘ i@ e agié e

w students from UM and surroundi ng sohools,
of the Ann Arbor community and friends an
i ai orchestra members,

' ’i{: ’1 one their instrumental talents, the group.
reliearses a minimum of two and 2 half hours a week,
sometimes more..

Aceording to Maynard, second-year gméﬁa%e
student Christopher Lees, in his fourth and final vear
of conduecting for Pops, is “a dynamic and insplring
conductor who does an incredible job of connecting

;mth the erchestra, giving ecancerts fair and

k
’E “fits into iéwf culture f:«f
b sment are sure |
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diive and excite
orchesira’s level of musical performa
Members say that audience reactions,
and participation mean a lof. “When the
leaves w wam th&*m to take away that
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Michigan Pops continued from8  The orchestra has
enriched its musicians as much as its audience.
Publicity Director and violinist Carolyn Nishon says
music has had a welcome impact on ber life. “I would
not be where or who I am today without (music). I've
found that the beauty lies in the connections that I
have made through music: the incredible friendships
that I have formed, the instant bond I share upon
meeting a fellow musician, and the ability to reach out

to people...”

Trevor Verrot, who contributes viola flavor, says he
wanted to be a part of the orchestra because of its
spirited enthusiasm, and that it has helped to make him
a more balanced person. “Music has always been an ,
ongoing thread that carried me...and when you perform
yourself you get satisfaction when people enjoy it.”

Verrot says he thinks that people can easily sense
that this particular orchestra is made up of “good
people who like to play good music” devoid of
pretense or arrogance. He says that someti
musicians who play for pay or pure notoriety can lose
sight of music for music’s sake. ' *

This would also mean a lo
since according to Nishon, “music unites so many
different people within 2 community...(and) allows

metimes

for audience members

musicians and andience members alike to express
themselves and feel emotion in a way that the spoken

word cannot.”

The orchestra has made it a goal to inject music into -
the lives of all who are willing to lend an ear, and
Nishon says she feels lucky to be in an orchestra “so

Conductor Ehrssfpher Lees

devoted to the spreading of love and passxon fér“ﬁnisic.”

.- Those who want to get an earful ’
Sunday’s concert ready to be inspired, moved or

ck to

calmed by the rhythms and sounds of those who have

made music a priority in their lives. Shakespeare —a
pop idol in his own time — would be proud.

The Michigan Pops orchestra 10th Anniversary Concert,
“The Best of Pops” comes to the Michigan Theater, 603 E.
Liberty, on Sunday, April 2 at 7pm. Tickets are $5 for
students, $8 for adults. For information and tickets call
(734) 763-TKTS. ‘
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