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Podium Notes
F

irst of all let me take a moment to congratulate all of the parents of each member of the Bands at Ypsilanti High School.  Saturday, March 11 was a wonderful day for not just each member but to the program as a whole.  If you have not heard the news, ALL of the bands of Ypsilanti High School received Divisional I (one, meaning excellent) ratings.  We are the only program to achieve this distinction, at the Pioneer High School site, whom sent all of their bands.  This by no means should be taken lightly.  You should be aware that some of the finest bands in the county were performing at PiHi and your children distinguished themselves in such company.  Thank you to all of the parents and friends whom followed the bands throughout the morning.  I was so busy that I could not thank each of you so I would like to take the time now, thank you!

Spring is possibly the busiest time of the year for members in the bands at YHS (next to fall, winter, summer, you get the point).  With state and world competitions for winter competitive arts groups, high school students whom wish to move up a band have auditions before their spring break.  Middle school students who are continuing on their instrument in high school must audition the two weeks after break.  Tours, spring concerts (check your schedules), you can see it is a busy time to be an instrumentalist in the public schools of Ypsilanti.  Parents you can do your child the most service by checking your calendars regularly, and knowing the grading policy of the Bands of Ypsilanti.  Attendance at performances is a large part of the grade that your child receives from band. These are not optional and the further you get in the program, the more weight on grades these performances have.
Have a great Spring and thank you for encouraging your child to be a musician in the bands of the Ypsilanti Public Schools.

· David A. Leach, YHS Director of Bands

You Are Invited to a Baby Shower!
Matt and Penny Kazmierski are going to have a baby!

Please join YBA parents and students for a combined YBA meeting and Baby Shower* on May 9th at 7 p.m., in the YHS Band Room.  This event is intended to be a celebration and gifts are not required.  There are parents however, who want to purchase a group gift.  For details call Jayne at 480-0045

*Registered at Baby's R Us (Northville) or contact our Toy’s R Us.

You can send a donation for a "big gift" to Jayne Zuhlke, 5961 Pine-view, Ypsilanti, MI  48197  (Need money by May 1).

President’s Notes
C

ongratulations to the YHS bands and Mr. Leach on another spectacular performance at District Festival!  Varsity Band and Wind Symphony both earned all I’s, while Symphonic Band had a I overall, with one teensy little II from one judge.  I was sitting among Varsity Band members during Wind Symphony’s performance of Twelve Seconds to the Moon, and there was certainly a flurry of excitement during the blast-off, and many complimentary comments at the end.  I was extremely proud of all three bands.

I hope you had a chance to check out the YHS Winter Guard, Winter Drum Line, and middle school Winter Guard at the second annual YHS show on March 4.  Lisa Dodge and her multitude of helpers again did a wonderful job of producing this amazing event.  Our ensembles’ performances were fantastic!

I don’t know about you, but I am already anticipating summer, which again brings to mind band camp and summer band uniforms.  Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find an order form for summer uniforms, so please check your child’s yellow shirt, purple shorts, and Braves socks to see if you need replacements for anything.  Make sure they still fit, as we know how quickly they can grow at this age.  Now is the time to order!  Not in a month or two, when it will be impossible for us to get anything on time.  Please nag your child to ensure that they find and try on that uniform!

I hope to see you at the next YBA meeting!

- Mary Anne Kane, YBA President

We Want You!
D

o you have a son or daughter who will be a member of one of the YHS Bands during the 2000-2001 school year?  Would you like to work closely with other parents to support your band student?  If so, please consider becoming a member of the YBA Executive Board.  For more information about this exciting opportunity, please call Nancy Slezak after 5 p.m. at 484-3598.

Winter Guard/Drum Line

T

he Winter Guard/Drum Line Show was a huge success.  Thank you to the many volunteers that helped to pull it all together.  I would like to extend a great big THANK YOU to Mr. McIntosh for facilitating the building use, Mr.

Rowley for his support and use of misc. equipment, the YHS teachers that opened up their classrooms for hosting, Billie Sturgill and Rhonda Keister for organizing the concessions.  Also, a huge thank you to Billie for the many hours spent creating and printing the program.  Thanks to David Leach for his support and back breaking work, Linda Sanders for organizing the entrances, Jeff and Bev Fulton for organizing the trophies, Pastor John Pyche for hours of announcing, Donna Schwartz for taking such good care of our Judges, David Schwartz who managed the 50/50 raffle, Rick Scherrer for the many hours he logs-in tracking our profit and expenses, Sue Ragland for handling the publicity, Sally Adler for the many hours and phone calls filling schedules, Mary Anne Kane for her availability and eagerness to help in all areas, my husband, Michael, for doing what needed to be done and keeping me sane through it all, Caroline Williams, Chuck and Sue Newman and the list goes on and on and on.

What a joy and privilege to see the support from the Ypsilanti Community A special thank you to our Mayor, Cheryl Farmer, for her presence and willingness to present the trophies at the conclusion of our show.  Once again I am in awe of the continued support this community pours out to our students and their programs.  It truly does take a village to raise a child and we are so fortunate to have the support of the Ypsilanti Public School Administration, Staff, and Board Members, as well as our Community Leaders.

Congratulations to the Ypsilanti Drum Line for an amazing performance and for finishing in 1st place.  We are so proud of your accomplishments this year.

To our "Baby" Guard…you have far surpassed our expectations.  Congratulations Kurtis and Jessica for the amazing accomplishments in such a limited time.

Congratulations to the Ypsilanti High School Guard for a spectacular performance of beauty and elegance.  Your presentation was deeply stirring

and emotional.  As you left the floor, I left in tears.

Thanks to all the Winter Guard and Drum Line staff that contribute so many hours creating and developing these programs.  We are so fortunate to have the caliber of skill and talent each staff member brings to this district.  The quality of these programs will forever influence our student’s lives.  I speak for all of the Winter Guard and Drum Line parents when I say thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Please forgive me if I failed to mention anyone that contributed to the success of this show.  I am so grateful for everyone who gave his or her time and efforts.

If you haven’t seen our students in action, I would encourage you to attend a show.  You will be amazed.

Thank you,

- Lisa Dodge

Future Shows:

April 1
West Michigan

April 2
Otsego

April 8
MCGC Finals

April 13-16
WGI World Championships

Concert Uniforms – Please Check!

N

ow is the time for your son/daughter in Varsity Band, Symphonic Band or Wind Symphony to please check their CONCERT UNIFORM CAREFULLY and be sure it fits, that any seams may be in need of repair on jackets, shirts, blouses, skirts, or pants, missing buttons, etc. PLEASE DO NOT WAIT THE DAY BEFORE TOUR OR SPRING CONCERT to discover that you are missing a part of your uniform or that seams need repair!  Please call me at 482-8559 to make arrangements.  Thanks!

- Linda Sanders

Annual Tag Day

J

ust a reminder that the Annual Tag Day will be held on Saturday, May 13.  Students and parents helping with this fundraiser are asked to arrive promptly at their assigned locations.  A sign-up sheet will be located in the band room soon.  For further information, or parents who would like to participate, please contact Debra Ross at 483-2286.

Annual Car Wash-A-Thon

S

aturday, May 20 is the date for the Annual Car Wash-A-Thon which is held at the Shadford Field parking lot.  We are currently in need of someone to chair this fun, often wet fundraiser, as well as lots of parents and students to work that day.  We know how hard it is for all of you to find spare time, but this really benefits the high school band students (including incoming freshmen).  We encourage the participation of current 8th grade band students and their parents.  If you are willing to chair this event, or just work a few hours to help out on May 20, please call Mary Anne Kane at 528-4942 or email marykane@umich.edu.

Annual Band Banquet

I

t is not too early to reserve a place on your calendar for the Annual Band Banquet, Thursday, June 1, 6:30 p.m. in the YHS cafeteria.  This is a great opportunity to share a potluck meal with other band families.  Mr. Leach will present awards to students in all bands.  Ypsilanti Band Association officers for the 2000-2001 school year will be elected.  More information will be provided in the next newsletter.  If you would like to help, call Mary Anne Kane at 528-4942.

East Middle School

Band Festival Results

East Middle School was well represented by the 7th Grade Concert Band and the 8th Grade Symphonic Band at the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association's Annual Band Festival in Chelsea on March 18th.  Participating in the Band Festival includes playing three prepared pieces, as well as performing two pieces that the students have never played before in the sight-reading room.  The bands performed for a panel of judges and received written comments and ratings on a scale from "I" to "V", with a "I" being the highest rating given.

The Concert Band earned a rating of a "II" in performance, a "II" in sight-reading and a rating of a "II" overall.

The Symphonic Band earned a rating of a "I" in performance, a "I" in sight-reading and a rating of a "I" overall.  Although the Symphonic Band is eligible to participate in the State Band Festival, we will not be attending due to a scheduling conflict with the choir students traveling to Disney in May.  Both of the bands worked very hard in preparing their music and performed extremely well.  Our band students should be proud of their accomplishments!

Thank you to all of the parents who helped with chaperoning, as well as those who came to watch the performance.  Your support is greatly appreciated!

Upcoming East Middle School Events

May 12
In-school concert for


elementary students

May 18
Spring Concert - YHS Auditorium Grades 6th , 7th and 8th grade

May 29
Memorial Day Parade


7th  & 8th  grade

June 1
EMS Band Banquet - EMS Cafeteria 6th , 7th  and 8th  grade

June 9
Cedar Point


7th  & 8th  grade



- Tanya Tassin, EMS Band Director

Wind Symphony – Tour Info

P

LUG ADAPTERS AND VOLTAGE CONVERTERS.

Planning on taking ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES or ELECTRONIC DEVICES with you to Europe?  You will need a set of electrical PLUG ADAPTERS and at least one VOLTAGE CONVERTER to make them work.

Electrical receptacles in Europe provide electricity at 220 volts rather than at 120 volts as here in America.  Plugging an American 120 volt device into a 220 volt receptacle will fry the device very quickly. Receptacles have a different shape too.  The plugs on American cords will not plug into receptacles in Europe.  Adapters and converters will be needed to use American appliances and devices in Europe.

Kits for around $20.00 will enable you to use electric razors, hair dryers, curling irons, and similar ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES.  Most kits contain several different plug adapters and an appliance voltage converter.  The plug adapters change the shape of American 2 prong plugs to fit into European receptacles.  Instructions in the kits will tell you which adapter to use in which countries.  These adapters by themselves DO NOT CHANGE THE VOLTAGE FROM 220 TO 120 VOLTS, and they may not work with American 3 prong plugs.

A dual voltage appliance that has a switch for selecting 120 or 220 volts can be used in Europe without a voltage converter.  Just remember to flip

the switch to 220 volts.  For a single voltage appliance that does not have a voltage selector switch, a 220 to 120 volt appliance voltage converter must be used between the plug adapter and your appliance. Voltage converters have a maximum wattage rating (usually 1000, 1200, or

1600 watts).  The appliance being plugged in must have a lower wattage rating.  Plugging a 1500 watt hair dryer into a 1000 watt voltage converter will burn the converter out.

A camcorder battery charger, Walkman battery substitute or other ELECTRONIC DEVICE may cost a lot to use in Europe.  If the device has a

voltage selector switch, it can be used just by setting its switch to 220 volts and adding a plug adapter.  

But if it is a single voltage device, it may be necessary to add a special 220 to 120 volt converter rated just for electronic devices.  These converters are usually sold separately, and they cost up to $50.00 each.  They have a maximum wattage rating (often only 50, 70 or 100 watts), and the electronic device must have a lower wattage rating than the converter.  Don't use an electronic device with an appliance voltage converter unless the device's instructions say that it is OK to do so.

One more bit of trivia.  Don't try plugging in your electric alarm clock. Electrical power in Europe alternates at 50 cycles per second (compared to 60 cycles per second in America), so an American alarm clock will lose 10 minutes every hour.

If you have any questions on plug adapters and voltage converters, call Ken Birringer at 487-8160.

May Newsletter Deadline!

Mark your calendar now!  The deadline for all submissions for the May newsletter is:

Friday, April 14th

Please submit any ideas or articles via email to:  bidelman@umich.edu

                                                  Thank you!

CALENDAR

April
11 YBA mtg., 7-8:30 p.m., Band Room

14
  Items for May newsletter deadline

17 5th WS tour payment $300 due

20
  Summer uniform order form deadline
May

  4-8
 Symphonic Band Tour, Orlando, FL

  9
  YBA mtg., & Kazmierski’s Baby Shower, 7-8:30 p.m., Band Room

12 EMS in-school concert

12  Items for June newsletter deadline

13 Annual Tag Day

16
 WMS Spring Band Concert, YHS Aud

18
 EMS Spring Band Concert, YHS Aud

19 Spring Concert, 7:30 p.m. Pease Aud

20 Annual Car Wash-A-Thon, Shadford

23 Small Ensemble Concert, YHS Aud.

29
 Memorial Day Parade, Marching Band

June
  1
 Annual Bands Banquet, YHS Cafeteria

  1  EMS Band Banquet, EMS Cafeteria

  2  Band Camp $100 Deposit due

  3 
 WMS Cedar Point

  9
  EMS Cedar Point

13 
Commencement Exercises

19 WS Pre-Tour Rehearsal

21 WS Pre-Tour Rehearsal

23 WS Pre-Tour Rehearsal

26 WS Pre-Tour Rehearsal

28 WS Pre-Tour Rehearsal

30  WS Pre-Tour Rehearsal

July

 4
  July 4th Parade

 5

 WS Pre-Tour Rehearsal 6-9 p.m.

 6
 
Bon Voyage Concert, 7:30 p.m.

10-18
Wind Symphony departs to Schladming, Austria!

August

20-26 Band Camp!






