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Marching season has finally come to a conclusion, and what a great season we had!  We missed the state finals by less than two points.  The marching band banquet was great, a special thanks to Kevin Stephens for donating the pizzas and to Donna and David Schwartz for "fetchin'" the pop.  Everyone who completed the entire season received a varsity letter; in addition there were several "best of" awards.  At the conclusion of the evening, there was a special presentation of a "new" group that we are initiating, the IMB (indoor marching band).  For those who have seen "Blast" either on Broadway (where it won a Tony) or on tour throughout the country, you know what the vision is.  We hope to build a group of winds and percussionists to compete in Michigan Color Guard Circuit's shows that the Winter Guard performs in.  If interested, please see either Scott Heister (Winter Guard instructor) or Fred Haydon, they will be coordinating this new ensemble.

Next season we hope the Marching Band reaches 125, the perfect number for Flight III.  If you have a child in band at either East or West, consider encouraging your child to be a member of the biggest organization in YHS, The Ypsilanti High School Marching Braves!

Virginia Beach it is!  After the attacks on America and the recent crash of an American Airlines flight in NYC, we have decided to travel to Virginia Beach, Virginia.  One of the greatest national festivals takes place there, the "Dixie Classic".  Since both the Symphonic Band and the Wind Symphony are touring in conjunction with the Concert and Chamber Choirs of Ypsilanti, and because our Jazz Band singer is a member of the Concert Choir, the Jazz Band will also be competing. This is a great opportunity for the bands of Ypsilanti to showcase our ensembles on a national competitive stage.

I hope that each of you has a joyous and happy holiday season, and that you are surrounded by family and friends. Remember that we should be thankful, especially now, to be in the land of the free and "The home of the Braves!"  All the best to you and your families.

                       - David A. Leach, YHS Director of Bands

President’s Notes

A

great big CONGRATULATIONS to the 2001 Marching Braves on an entertaining and great season.

Now that the hustle and bustle of marching season is over, don't forget the Winter Concerts of the middle schools and the high school.  West Middle School is Tuesday, December 11th at the Ypsilanti High School Auditorium, 6:30 p.m. for 6th graders and 7:30 p.m. for 7th and 8th graders.  East Middle School is Thursday, December 13th at the Ypsilanti High School Auditorium, 6:30 p.m. for 6th graders and 8 p.m. for 7th and 8th graders.  Ypsilanti High School is Friday, December 14th at Eastern Michigan University's Pease Auditorium at 7:30 p.m.  ALL concerts are free, so feel free to see them all!

The Ypsilanti Band Association will have a "garage sale" at Pease Auditorium before, during intermission and after the concert. We will have extra greens, Meijer and Hiller gift certificates in $20 denominations, candy, CD's and purple band shirts. Please stop and check out our deals!

Since this is the last newsletter of the year, I want to wish everyone a happy holiday season.








        - Donna Schwartz, YBA President

Symphonic Evening 2002
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S

ymphonic Evening Items Now Due!

Reminder:  Symphonic Evening auction items and Family Affair packages are/were due on December 3.  If you have missed the deadline, you are not off the hook; we are still counting on your contribution to make Symphonic Evening a rousing success.  Unusual items sell especially well.  In the past, families have been able to obtain interesting items like a hot air balloon ride, two monthly passes to a movie for a year, a football signed by the National Champion Michigan Wolverine football team so use your imagination!  If you have any questions about Symphonic Evening, please call either Sharon Harr (487-1376) or Mary Anne Kane (481-0037).

“Eye on Alumni”

B

eth Manor ('99) is a student at Grand Valley State University.  Beth is co-captain of Fall Guard for the Marching Lakers.  She loves marching and flags, but writing the routines is a lot of work.

If you have or know about an alumni of the YHS band program, please let Donna Schwartz know by calling (484-0348) or email (Dls409@aol.com).

Virginia Beach Tour Payment

N

ext tour payment is due:  February 2 ($200).

YBA Band Meetings - Reminder!

December 11
7-8:30 p.m.
Band Room

January 8

7-8:30 p.m.
Band Room

All parents invited to attend!  Hope to see you there!

February Newsletter Deadline!

The deadline for submissions for the next newsletter is:

Friday, January 11th

Please submit your article or any ideas via email to:  bidelman@umich.edu
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5th Annual

“Pack Pease with Poinsettias”

YHS Bands Winter Concert

Friday, December 14, 2001, 7:30 pm     

Pease Auditorium

Eastern Michigan University

T

his, believe it or not, is not a fundraiser of any kind!  Thank someone by giving him or her a poinsettia or purchase a poinsettia in remembrance of someone.  The poinsettias are available for $8.00 each and are in a 6.5-inch pot.  If interested, please complete the coupon below and return it to Mr. Leach, on or before Friday, December 7th.   The poinsettias will be placed on the edge of the stage during the concert at Pease Auditorium and you may pick it up immediately following the concert.

Please cut along line

“Pack Pease with Poinsettias”

Yes, I would like to purchase a poinsettia to "Pack Pease" on December 14th!

Names to appear in the concert program (please print):

Purchaser’s Name:  













In Honor of ("a special thank you to"):  










In Memory of:  













Cost:  $8.00 each poinsettia, please make your check out to “YBA- Pack Pease”.
Deadline:  Please return completed order form and payment to Mr. Leach on or before Friday, December 7th.
Questions:  Call Donna Schwartz or Kathy Bidelman.
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