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and Contacts


President:

Mary Anne Kane
528-4942
email:
marykane@umich.edu

Vice President:
Donna Schwartz
484-0348
Secretary:

Jan Radak
483-8124
Treasurer:

Karen Reiber
434-1425
Tour payments (“YBA”) sent to:

LTC Financial Consulting Service

1900 Packard Road

Ypsilanti, MI  48197
Publicist:
Ken & Barb Birringer
487-1609

email:  bfcc@aol.com

email:  kenbirr@aol.com
Members at Large:
Kathy Bidelman
485-6986

Lisa Dodge
482-5117

Becky Faling
434-9421

Debbie Forbes
482-5622

Cherie Gilmore-Forczak
483-7874

Adella Harden
487-4131

Sharon Harr
487-1376

Carol Hayes
483-5839

Shari Johnson
482-2347

Linda Sanders
482-8559

Nancy Slezak
484-3598

East Middle School Liaison:

Lisa Dodge
482-5117
West Middle School Liaison:

Mark Chapman
434-5237

email:  mchap@hcia.com
Band Newsletter:

Kathy Bidelman
485-6986

email:  bidelman@umich.edu
Band Directors:

David Leach
YHS 482-8880 x1033

email:  YHS_Bands@msn.com

Fred Haydon, Asst Marching Band Dir.

Tanya Tassin (EMS)
482-8590

Matthew Kazmierski (WMS)
482-8076

Steve Collins, Percussion Arranger

Scott Heister, Winter Guard Director

Richelle Russ, Jessica Kelley, Flag Corps

Podium Notes
[image: image12.wmf]
Marching Band 2001. "The Lion Takes New York" The Lion King, Broadway version.  I have begun preliminary discussions with staff members (new) and have some exciting news.  Next year we are trying Competitive Marching again with some changes.  The most notable is that I will retain primary directorship of the band.  Included will be music selection, field command, staff hire and general effect.

I envision several changes.  We need to be more theatrical!  That means props!  And I have a wish list.  I intend to build a stage on the field with two risen platforms extending from the center platform.  I also need to "fly" two suns (approx. forty feet by forty feet).  I need two microphone callers.

In order to do all this I need several things (free or ridiculously cheap):

  1.  20-30 parents to "crew" each game and show

  2.  parents to construct sets during "work nights" over the summer

  3.  a tractor or heavy duty pulling 4x4 motorcycle

  4.  a flat bed wagon (hay wagon) for the entire fall

  5.  two 45-foot radio antennas or sail masts

6. a gas powered generator (thanks to the millennium this might be easy)

  7  48-foot tractor trailer (semi); Fred requests that this be "low deck"

The parents are to set and fly the props.  One sun will be red and the other will be yellow.  We have four minutes to get the field ready to compete and four minutes to teardown, and be off the field.

The work nights are to insure that the "set" is working for camp.

Whatever we get (4x4 motorcycle or mower) to tow the props onto and off the field should be heavy-duty, designed to tow.

I am thinking "flat bed" because we will have Guard members dancing on it, and a choir (made up of MB members) chanting to open.  It needs to support a lot of weight including the extended platforms and have wheels for obvious reasons.  The two antennas should be the old "side of the house type", three aluminum poles soldered together with supports, like a ham radio antenna.  At the beginning of the show, the two will raise one sun (red), and toward the end of the show the yellow will be "flown" (stage tech term for raised).  If we use masts would need to be "foldable".  The generator is needed to power an amplification system in order for the chanters to be heard, in addition we are adding a bass guitar on the sidelines all which need "power".    The  tractor-trailer  has

become a necessity due to our increased demands for props, equipment size and amount, etc.  For any parents who attended shows this fall, you understand where I am coming from.  I know that this seems like a rather far-fetched idea, but hear me out.  With all three major auto manufacturers here, more than a few moving and storage companies and transportation companies, we might have a contact in one that could negotiate this for us.  Of course, we would be willing to advertise their logo as a note of thanks on the side of the truck as we traipse around the county, state and, in the not too distant future, the nation.  We at least need the trailer.  The key to getting these is persistence.  I would be willing to accompany you, if necessary, to help articulate the nature of the request for each donation.

   - David A. Leach, YHS Director of Bands

President’s Notes

O

kay, we made it through marching season and all the attendant activities, such as getting kids fed and to rehearsals, and working U-M football concessions.  Now we’ve had a few weeks to recoup a bit, yet Mr. Leach, Mrs. Tassin, Mr. Kazmierski and their bands have been hard at work.  Come enjoy the results of their labors at the Winter Concerts on December 7 (WMS, in the YHS auditorium), December 14 (EMS, also in YHS auditorium), and December 15 (YHS at Pease Auditorium).  Remember, you don’t have to have a child at the school to appreciate their entertainment.  These are free concerts, people!  Let’s show our kids our support!  I intend to enjoy all three concerts.

We need some parents to act as chaperones at the YHS concert.  All this involves is sitting in the row behind the band and making sure they remember to keep quiet while the other bands are performing.  Several people signed up at the November YBA meeting, but I still need more for Symphonic Band and Varsity Band.  Please call me at 528-4942 or email marykane@umich.edu if you would like to do this.

I believe that Mrs. Tassin and Mr. Kazmierski could use some chaperones for their concerts too.  I believe this involves helping out while the bands are warming up in the band room, and possibly staying with one band while the other is on stage.  Please contact them if you can help.

Once again, the annual Greens Sale was a huge success!  Congratulations to Amanda Briggs for being the big seller (by far), with a total of $670! Because we have to order in full cases, we will have a few extra items available.  Please call me if you would like to buy any extras.  Anything left over will be for sale at the YHS Winter Concert.  The greens will arrive sometime during the week after Thanksgiving and students will be notified by Mr. Leach when and where they can pick them up.
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The next YBA meeting is on Tuesday, December 5 at 7 p.m., most likely in the Orchestra Room at YHS.  Please note that this is one week earlier than usual!

Enjoy your holidays!   

                           - Mary Anne Kane, YBA President

University of Michigan Concession Report

W

ith a lot of hard work and a great deal of help from students and parents the concessions at the University of Michigan football games netted a profit of $5,000.00!  I hope this fundraiser will continue to be the great success it has for the past two years.  Thank you!


- Linda Sanders, Kyle Muscato, David Faling

We pay for them

We transport them

We support them

We love them!

I saw this on the back of a Milford band mom’s sweatshirt at the Marching Band Competition at Lakeview HS on October 14.  On the front was the band name and logo.









- K. Bidelman
Tour Payment - Reminder

T

he next Wind Symphony/Symphonic Band tour payment to Montreal/Toronto Canada, May 3-8, 2001 is: 

December 1
$200

Please send check or money order made out to “YBA” directly to our accountant at:


LTC Financial Consulting Service


1900 Packard Road


Ypsilanti, MI  48197

Good Luck!!!!

to

Alexa Perkins

Katie Sanders

Stacy Schwartz

All three have decided to try out for “The Glassmen” Drum Corps in Toledo, Ohio.

January/February Newsletter Deadline

M

ark your calendar.  The deadline for all submissions for the next newsletter is:

Friday, January 12th

Please submit any ideas or articles via email to:  bidelman@umich.edu.

                                                      Thank you!

CALENDAR

January
[image: image4.wmf]  8  Monday night rehearsal, Band Room, WS

  9  YBA mtg., 7-8:30 p.m., Band Room

16  Tuesday night rehearsal, Band Room, SB

22  Monday night rehearsal, Band Room, WS

27  Solo & Ensemble, Franklin HS, All Bands

29  Monday night rehearsal, Band Room, SB
             2001
30  WMS Solo & Ensemble concert, 7 p.m.

February
  8  Monday night rehearsal, Band Room, WS

  9  YBA mtg., 7-8:30 p.m., Band Room

16  Tuesday night rehearsal, Band Room, SB

22  Monday night rehearsal, Band Room, WS

27  Solo & Ensemble, Franklin HS, All Bands

29  Monday night rehearsal, Band Room, SB

30  WMS Solo & Ensemble concert, 7 p.m.

March
  8  Monday night rehearsal, Band Room, WS

  9  YBA mtg., 7-8:30 p.m., Band Room

16  Tuesday night rehearsal, Band Room, SB

22  Monday night rehearsal, Band Room, WS

27  Solo & Ensemble, Franklin HS, All Bands

29  Monday night rehearsal, Band Room, SB

30  WMS Solo & Ensemble concert, 7 p.m.
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Newsletter Ads

YBA members who want to buy or sell band related items are invited to submit ads for printing in the YBA newsletter.  Email your ad directly to bidelman@umich.edu.

Wanted:  Used Instruments

Please contact, Tanya Tassin, East Middle School Band Director at 482-8590 or email at tanyatassin@worldnet.att.net.  Your donation is tax deductible!
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