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Podium Notes
A

s we wind to a close I would like to take time to reflect on a year packed with new beginnings and the continuation of our drive to excellence.  This year, marked

the seventieth anniversary of the Bands at YHS now seems a blur! We performed and made a new friend of famed composer Alfred Reed, performed with

distinctions at the Midwestern Conference, and captured first place at the Big Apple festival. In addition, had all the old, mature I mean, directors back in

front of the bands at YHS in Spectacular Hill Auditorium for a 70th Anniversary blow out.  A busy year marked by excellence is how best to remember 1998-99 at YHS.  We celebrate new directions at both EMS and WMS each with a successful first year behind our newest family leaders Tanya Tassin and Matt Kazmierski.

Both are indeed a welcome breath of freshness in the direction of the band programs at both middle schools.  As most of us know change is sometime

difficult but can be a way of meeting and developing friendships with people of

a common bond.

I need your help!  Saturday June 19, 1999, I will be packing the Band Room into storage for the summer.  This is a one time packing I hope never to repeat,

but with the passing of the Bond the Band Room at the High School is slated for renovation. This means that I have to have every instrument, flag, stick, etc.

(you get the point) packed and out by June 23, 1999 and I can’t do it alone.  I plan on beginning at 9:00 a.m. and hope to be done by 1:00.  I will hopefully have a storage facility lined up and a cargo container ready to fill.  I will have coffee, cups and a smile to greet you.  Thanks in advance.

WIND SYMPHONY!!!

Special Meeting

Monday night June 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the High School Band Room is an important meeting for all members AND THEIR PARENTS of the 1999-2000 Wind Symphony.  There will be several topics discussed and at the end we are going to vote on how to proceed for the next year.  All must attend in order for everyone’s voice and opinion to be heard.

 - Mr. Leach, YHS Director of Bands

President’s Notes
H

appy Spring to everyone!  We’re in the home stretch of the school year, with lots of activities going on.  Doesn’t it seem like sometimes its hard to find time to breathe?

A few weeks ago I had the opportunity to go on tour with the Symphonic Band to New York City.  I had been warned by a previous chaperone to be

prepared to be miserable on the 12-1/2 hour bus ride.  With that in mind, I found the overnight ride to be quite bearable, even only getting one hour of sleep.  I found it amusing to stop for one of our rest breaks at 4:30 a.m. and then count the mostly-sleeping blanket-covered "lumps" on the bus to make sure we still had everyone.  It seems that kids can sleep anywhere.

We saw many sites in New York, including the Statue of Liberty, the Empire State Building, Lincoln Center, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, the Metro-politan Museum, and Central Park.  We went shopping on Fifth Avenue. The band performed in a festival at William Paterson University and wowed

the crowd, winning a gold medal.  Once again, they made us proud.  All in all, it was a remarkable experience with a wonderful group of kids.

I really enjoyed the West Middle School concert.  Unfortunately, I was not able to attend the East Middle School concert due to a YBA meeting that

evening.  It was amazing to see the number of people who attended the YHS concert at Hill Auditorium.  It was a festive celebration of the 75th

anniversary of the bands and I am grateful to the former directors for coming.

If any of the incoming freshman parents have any questions about the band program, please feel free to contact me now or during the summer.  My

phone number and email address are listed on the front of this newsletter.

I would like to thank so many people for their help throughout this school year.  There have been innumerable band parents who volunteered for various activities, and my sincere appreciation goes out to you all.  We couldn’t do it without you!

The YBA board has been of immense help to me; I count on their knowledge all the time.  I would especially like to thank Maureen Angyan, who has

been caring for and organizing the bands uniforms for many years.  Soon her youngest will graduate, and she will be leaving us.  I believe I’ve known Maureen since about 1989, when she was in charge of the book fair at Estabrook.  She has always been involved in the schools and has been invaluable to the band program.  Thank you so much, Maureen.

I’d also like to recognize Kathy Bidelman, who spends many hours each month putting together our newsletter.  She never yells at those of us who

sometimes submit articles past the deadline.  Her patience is remarkable.  You do a wonderful job, Kathy.  Thank you!

And lastly, Id like to thank Mr. Leach for his patience with me and my your students.  I’ve grown as a result and I thank you for that.  It’s a load of fun working with you.

Band Handbook
T

he YBA will be working on a band handbook over the summer.  We are looking for lots of input from parents and students on what information should be included.  Please let us know any questions you had or have about any aspect of the band program.  They may be sent to Mary Anne Kane, 346 Hillcrest, Ypsilanti, MI. 48197, phoned to 434-4401, or emailed to marykane@umich.edu.  If you’re too embarrassed to admit you didn’t know some things, send your questions anonymously!

75TH ANNIVERSARY CDs NOW AVAILABLE!

The Ypsilanti High School Bands 75th anniversary CDs have finally arrived!  If you previously ordered one of these CDs and have not yet received it,

or if you would like to purchase one for yourself and/or more for gifts for grandparents, aunts and uncles, etc., please contact Mary Anne Kane at

434-4401.  They are only $20 each and contain recordings of fabulous musical talents  your kids!

· Mary Anne Kane, YBA President

Thanks for the Memories (and the Cans!)
S

pecial thanks to the Senior All-Nighter Committee for all of their efforts that gave our Seniors a wonderful party.  Thanks for the donations of pop, cookies and chips for the Band Car Wash-A-Thon.  Thanks too for the donation of empty pop cans to kick off the Band Bottle Drive.  You gave the Seniors a fantastic party that will be remembered for years, and you gave the Bands a big boost in their fund-raising activities.

Sincere Thanks
T

wo people who have been key in the con-tinued success of the YHS Bands are

lessening their Band roles; Maureen Angyan and Fred Haydon.  They deserve our thanks for all they have done.  Maureen has been an active Band Parent and invaluable member of the YBA Board for ten years.  During that time, she held several Board offices and chaperoned Band trips throughout Michigan, to Toronto and to New York City.

She promoted the Band program to elementary and middle school students and their parents who were unaware of how scholastically beneficial the Band

program would be.  She coordinated or assisted with most of the awards dinners, parties and other special events that have been held in honor of the Bands.

Most importantly, for the last six years, she has been responsible for maintaining all of the Bands’ uniforms.  She has made countless phone calls to coordinate uniform fittings.  She has spent innumer-able hours sewing, mending and cleaning uniforms.  She has spent even more hours helping students

find or make uniforms that fit.  She has gone to great lengths to find the best uniform materials, accessories, and dry cleaning.  Her efforts have undoubtedly saved the YBA thousands of dollars.  Now, with the graduation of her daughter, Meredith, Maureen will be very much missed.  Fred and his wife Kathy became active almost ten years ago in the Michigan Scout Band, an Ypsilanti-based combination Boy Scout/Girl Scout Troop of music

students.  Fred and Kathy helped the Troop grow, and they took the Troop to three consecutive Indianapolis 500's where the Troop performed in the city and pre-race parades.  In the Fall of 1993, Fred 

became Mr. Leach's Assistant Marching Band Director and Percussion Instructor.  Everyone has 

seen how important Fred has been during the set-up before a Band performance.  However, few know how important Fred has been in-between perfor-mances.  He has maintained most of the Bands' rosters and records.  He has written many of the

Band programs and other publications.  He has assisted Mr. Leach with music arrangement and Marching Band formations.  He has been Mr. Leach's right hand man at Band Camps, on Tours, and everywhere else the Bands have gone.  He has

been a real friend to the students.  Unfortunately for the Bands, Fred's burgeoning career in computers won't leave him as much time to participate in

Band activities.  A reduction in Fred's help will be a great loss indeed.  You will still see Maureen and Fred around at Band activities, just not as

much.  When you do, make sure you thank them for all they have done.

Parents – You Are Invited
Y

ou are invited to the premier performance by a group of the areas brightest young stars.  You are invited to Parents Day at Marching Band Camp on Friday, August 20.  Camp with other Band families on Thursday, August 19, at Aloha State Park on Mullet Lake.  Fish, swim and party hearty until dark.   Sing and snack around a community campfire until the wee hours of the night.  Snore under the stars until the sun rises again.  Then join the parent parade over to Camp Walden.

Arrive early at Walden and catch your student unprepared.  Attend the afternoon Band perfor-mance and be awed by its perfection.  Inspect the

cabins and be amazed at their cleanliness.  Take your student out for junk food and be astonished by his or her appetite.  Join up with other Band families and celebrate in Cheboygan, make merry in Mackinaw City or pursue perfect pasties in Petoskey.

For information on this guaranteed great weekend, call Barb or Ken at 487-8160.

July Bottle Drive
A

July bottle drive will be held to raise money for next years Band trips.  Our goal is to raise $5,000.

The bottle drive will begin on Saturday, July 17, at 9:30 a.m.  East Side parents and students should meet at Sue and Dale Regners, 1200 Borgstrom.

West Side parents and students should meet at 2021 Valley Drive, right behind Ypsi High.  Groups will be formed and maps will be passed out.  We want to canvas every house in the school district.  When people aren’t home, we will leave flyers to call 487-8160 if they have bottles for us to pick up.

During Sunday afternoon on July 18, during the evenings of July 19–23 beginning at 6:00 p.m., and 

on Saturday, July 24, we will pick up bottles

from the people who call and we will return all of the bottles to the local stores.

Everyone is asked to help as much as possible.  The more help we get, the less time it will take and the more money we will make.  On Saturday, July

17, it is extremely important that we have help from everyone.  Help is also needed with making phone calls for the bottle drive so that everything goes smoothly.  Be sure to sign the work logs when you help to get credit for your work.

Please mark your calendars with this important fund raising event.  Donations of latex rubber gloves, plastic garbage bags, xerox-size cardboard boxes and lemonade are needed.  To volunteer in advance, call Barb or Ken at 487-8160.

East Middle School News

Spring Band Concert

A big thank you to all who were able to attend the Spring Band Concert.  The students and I really appreciate your support!  While all of the performing groups did an excellent job, I would like to extend special congratulations to the beginning band.  In each concert every band has one song that is especially challenging.  For the beginning band, that piece was Ayre and Dance.  Not only did the beginning band meet the challenge,

but they exceeded my expectations as well.  Congratulations!

Packing for Summer Renovations - PLEASE HELP!

All of the instruments and equipment in the EMS band room will need to be packed up and moved out at the end of the school year.  While many of the items such as music, filing cabinets, chairs and stands can be stored safely at EMS during the summer, most of our instruments are going to have to be moved into storage elsewhere to prevent instrument theft. All of the instruments and equipment in the EMS band room will need to be packed up and moved out at the end of the school year.  While many of the items such as music, filing cabinets, chairs and stands can be stored safely at EMS during the summer, most of our instruments are going to have to be moved into storage elsewhere to prevent instrument theft.  If you have storage space available in your home, garage, storage shed, etc. and would be willing to store some instruments this summer, please call me at 482-8590 ASAP.  We will also be in need of student and adult helpers to move all of this equipment on a Saturday or Sunday in June.  More information will be sent home as soon as details are finalized.

Thanks a Million

As the end of the school year approaches, I realized that I have many people to thank for all of the help and support they've given me to help make my first year at East Middle School a success.  Thank you for everything!  Dave Leach, Matt Kazmierski, Jan Sturdivant, Larry Connell, Barb Weiler, The "Encore" Team at EMS, Maureen Angyan, Sharon Shopper, Linda Brooks, Marilyn Ney, Marshall's Music, Ypsilanti Band Association.  And a HUGE THANK YOU to all of the students and parents who helped me during the school year with fundraisers, concerts, fieldtrips, solo and ensemble, band festival, etc.

Upcoming East Middle School Event:  
June 11th  Cedar Point

   - Mrs. Tassin, EMS Band Director

We would like to extend a special thank you to our 75th Anniversary Poster Sponsors.  We encourage you to support the following businesses, and if you happen to know the families/individuals, please take the time to thank them for their generous contribu-tion to the YHS 75th Anniversary Music Excellence Program.

Carty's Music

Shore Mortgage

Title One

New Horizons Tour and Travel

Rainbow Rehabilitation Centers, Inc.

Forbers Cleaners

Ehman and Greenstreet Better Homes and Gardens

Dave and Marianne Tait

LTC Financial Group - Rick and Joni Scherrer

City of Ypsilanti

Cheryl Farmer, MD; Mayor, City of Ypsilanti

Kate Leach

The Sanders Family

Eric and Lisa Walters and sons

Stadium Little Caesars

The Koryzno Family

Bob and Jeannie Bartholomay - Remax

David and Mary Leach

Mark Chapman - HCIA

Mr. Mugs Coffee and Cues

Ypsilanti Courier

Ford Motor Company - Visteon

Strategies Marketing and Design

The Manors and Dulls

Marlene and John Barr

Ruth Ann Jamnick, State Representative

The Ronald Trapp Family

Coach's Carpet Care

Dairy Queen - Michigan Avenue

Tom and Karen Reiber

Jack and Barbara Weiss

The Slezak Family

The Regner Family

The Bidelman Family

In Honor of Staci Suliman

* CALENDAR *
June

4   
 Band Camp ($100.00 + forms due)

5 Cedar Point – WMS

7
Wind Symphony mtg., 7 pm, Band Rm

11 Cedar Point – EMS

19
Band Room move out, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

July

2 Marching Parade PRACTICE, Summer uniform pick-up & Band Camp balance due!

3 4th of July Parade

17-25 – Bottle Drive

August
15-21 Band Camp

22  Cedar Point

23  Marching Band rehearsal

30  Marching Band rehearsal
January 29, 2000
Symphonic Evening







