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Podium Notes
L

et me begin by first thanking a few important people that have made the Wind Symphony’s trip to Europe a reality:

Sharon Harr, your dedication, sacrifice, and determination made this year’s "Symphonic Evening" not just the most financially successful, but by far the most enjoyable of all.  I was relaxed (after the performance) mostly because I was confident that you, and the rest of the members of the committee, had thought of every possible detail and in addition had prepared for any unseen problems so that the night would move seamlessly and effortlessly.

Steve Gross of Premier Auction Services.  What a blast!  Several people commented that you were as much fun to listen to as to watch the excitement of bidding in action.  Your humor, assistance, advice, and friendship made the entire process (beginning in June) a joy.

Kathy Bidelman, I looked forward to your morning visits not just to see where we were on the raffle (collecting stubs and money), but starting off my day with your bubbly energetic personality often had an infectious effect on my outlook.

Linda Sanders, I could not possibly begin to thank you for all you have done.  Uniforms, truck, trailer storage, football games, basketball games, Guard Mom; shoot, I am only scratching the surface of what you do for the kids in the bands at YHS.  Thank you hardly seems just.

The Birringer’s (Ken & Barb), this all started in the driveway of the "big blue house on Valley", sorting bottles in the hot sun (no more of these for awhile J!).  Thank you.

Mary Anne Kane, your unselfish support and dedication to the kids in the bands at YHS is unparalleled.  The YBA is a stronger entity because of your vision and organizational skills, not to mention your ability to delegate, then administer. (I personally think that you would make a stronger Board candidate than you think.)

I know that I am forgetting some, but more will follow in later newsletters.

Some news from Disney!  The Ypsilanti High School Symphonic Band has been selected (by audition only) as a "Feature Performer" for the Disney Magic Music Days program.  What that means is that as part of our performance in the Epcot Center, we will be sent "Disney" music to prepare ahead of our arrival.  After our arrival we will rehearse with a Disney conductor for a "Master’s Class" and then that music will be included as part of our "feature performance" on stage in Epcot.

                           - Mr. Leach, YHS Director of Bands

President’s Notes
S

ymphonic Evening was a great success!  The surroundings were beautiful, the auctioneer was entertaining, the food was delicious, the music was wonderful, and the attendees were generous.  The live and silent auctions did very well, and the car raffle drawing at the end of the evening was exciting.  Congratulations to the Riccobono family!  I’m sure they are going to enjoy driving that new Cougar.

I cannot express how grateful I am to Sharon Harr for chairing Symphonic Evening.  She did an incredible job and kept right on top of things.  And she now knows a lot more about using computers!  She was a lot of fun to work with and kept her sense of humor throughout.

Kathy Bidelman did an equally amazing job chairing the Car Raffle.  Since we have never done this before, she was starting from scratch, and she was awesome!  The "thermometer" in the Band Room to measure raffle ticket sales was a great idea.  Thanks for all your hard work, Kathy!

District Festival is coming up on Saturday, March 11.  We will need five chaperones for each band (Varsity, Symphonic and Wind Symphony) to ride the buses with the bands to and from the site, monitor behavior, and keep an eye on equipment.  Please contact me if you would like to volunteer, either call 528-4942 or email me at marykane@umich.edu.  If you’ve never witnessed District Festival, it’s really fun to watch, especially the site reading portion!

Now is the time to start thinking about summer and band camp.  Orders for summer band uniforms will be due in April, so now would be a good time to check on the status of your students band socks (any holes?), size of uniform (s/he’s been growing a lot lately?), can the uniform even be found?  It is just about impossible for us to get new uniform parts when you discover you need something two hours before the Memorial Day parade, so please plan ahead.

For your vacation planning information, marching band camp will occur the week of August 20, with the marching demonstration for families on Friday, August 25.

                         - Mary Anne Kane, YBA President

8th Grade Band Parents
I will be holding informational meetings about marching band, band camp, and the high school band program in general in mid to late March.  Band handbooks will be distributed, which will most likely answer many of your questions.  Band camp paperwork will also be distributed, and is due back to Mr. Leach on June 2.  Please plan to attend either of the meetings with your child.  If you cant attend the meeting at your child’s middle school, feel free to attend at the other one.

Mrs. Tassin and Mr. Kazmierski will have fliers with the dates of these meetings at parent teacher conferences.  If you don’t receive one, feel free to call me at 528-4942 or email marykane@umich.edu.

- Mary Anne Kane, YBA President

FOUND AT SYMPHONIC EVENING

Ladies eyeglasses in a dark green leather case.  Please contact Mary Anne Kane to claim, 528-4942 or marykane@umich.edu.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!!

Wind Symphony

Austria Tour Meeting!!

There will be a very important meeting regarding the upcoming tour to Austria for all Wind Symphony students and parents on Monday, March 13 at 7 p.m. in the YHS Band Room.  Please plan to be there and bring a copy of the passport photo page!


- Mr. Leach, YHS Director of Bands

All Band Parents
Please come to our next YBA Band meeting on Tuesday, March 14th in the YHS Band Room.  The meeting begins at 7 p.m. and runs until around 8:30 p.m.  Everyone is welcome!

I hope to see you there!
                          - Mary Anne Kane, YBA President

Symphonic Evening
D

ear Band Families,

Symphonic Evening took place on January 29th at the Marriott at Eagle Crest.  It was an amazing success on many levels.  Everything was well organized and ran smoothly.  Thanks to the help of so many people, we raised more money then ever before.  The Marriott did an amazing job and were most accommodating.  The food was delicious and the atmosphere was beautiful.  Steve Gross our auctioneer for the evening was a lot of fun.  He was so good that he was able to get a $60.00 bid for a $50.00 bill.  The music performed by the Jazz Band was entertaining and listening to Heather DeVries sing is always a pleasure.  The Wind Symphony was phenomenal.  The music was intense and impressive.  The auction itself was lively.  Our guests were quite charitable and many people including myself got caught up in the excitement.

This event could never have happened without the generosity and hard work of so many people.  I'd like to first thank all the committee members who worked so hard for so long to make this event such a success.  It was a privilege and pleasure working with all of you.  To all the parents who donated auction items and family affair baskets, your generosity and creativity was overwhelming.  To all those who showed up to help us unload and setup, thank you for your time and effort.  To everyone who worked quietly behind the scenes, your efforts were noticed and much appreciated.  To all the band students, thank you for doing your part.  I'd like to especially thank Fred Haydon for his tireless efforts in putting together the program.  A special thank you to Mary Anne Kane and Kathy Bidelman who kept me sane and for their continuous support. To Mr. Leach, thanks for all the laughs, pep talks but especially for your calming spirit.  A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone involved for making this magical evening happen.  The YBA organization is first class.  I feel honored to be a part of this special band family.

                          - Sharon Harr

Millennium Raffle Fundraiser Acknowledgments

C

ongratulations to Bill and Paula Riccobono who’s lucky ticket #3721 was drawn from the raffle barrel by Dan Bogarin, Sales Manager from Sesi Lincoln-Mercury at Symphonic Evening on Saturday, January 29, 2000!    Dan’s wife Theresa spun the barrel!  Dan and Theresa are both 1979 graduates of Ypsilanti High School.  Theresa was also a member of the YHS Band!  Mr. Leach announced the winner!  Unfortunately, the Riccobono’s were not present, but Mr. Leach called them immediately with a cellular phone to let them know they won!  On Wednesday, February 23 the Riccobono’s became proud owners of a new 2000 Cougar!
Thank you to the following who donated and helped so much to make this raffle a success!!!!

Sesi Lincoln-Mercury 2000 Cougar/2000 Mystique

Elmer Realty--ticket printing

Huron Valley Printing and Imaging--ticket printing

Action Rental – raffle barrel, balloons

Delux Rental – raffle barrel

Kinko’s on Washtenaw

The Ypsilanti Courier

The Ann Arbor News

Susan Arthurs, YHS principal’s secretary

  for special columns in the newsletter

Domino’s Pizza - piggy-back flyer advertising

Carty’s Music - selling raffle tickets

Cady’s Grill - selling raffle tickets

Thank you to the following for hosting the raffle and allowing us to have the car parked and sell tickets at these locations:

Wiard’s Orchards (2 times)

Busch’s

Sam’s Club

Wal-Mart

Farmer Jacks

Kroger’s on Carpenter (East Middle School)

Depot Town (Freighthouse) (3 times) and to all the Band students/parents who came to help!

Thank you to the following top raffle ticket sellers.  These are people who sold…and sold…and sold raffle tickets…asked for more tickets to sell…came 

and “hawked” tickets at one or more sales locations, came to my home to pick up more tickets to sell, met me before or after school to pick up more tickets to sell…and helped far and beyond the call of duty!

Linda Sanders

Donna Schwartz

Sharon and Keith Harr
Debra Ross

Kathy Koch


Lisa Dodge

Debbie Forbes

Sue Newman

Adella Harden

Sally Adler

Mary Ann Kane

Shari Johnson

Carol Hayes


Donation of gift certificates as incentive prizes for families selling the most raffle tickets:

Best Buy

Bob Evans Restaurant

Chi-Chi’s Restaurant

Chili’s Grill

Domino’s Pizza, Inc.

Hollywood Video

Macaroni Grill

Mongolian Barbeque

Old Country Buffet

Outback Steakhouse

Showcase Cinemas

T.G.I.Friday’s

A very special thank you to Kelli Glenn, Accountant and Nicole Moorman, Bookkeeper at our administration building for tracking all money and keeping the raffle stubs safely locked up!  And special thanks to Alan Dowdy, Executive Director of Business and Finance for all his expertise throughout the raffle and processing the winner!  These three people were just great to work with…and we are so lucky to have them in our school district!

Thank you to all the Band students and their parents for helping to sell raffle tickets…and buy raffle tickets!  And to our Community…and to people all over Michigan for buying tickets…and even as far away as Nevada, California, Virginia, New York, Connecticut, and Florida for supporting this fundraiser!  Without all of you we couldn’t have done this!

          - Kathy Bidelman

Winter Guard/Drum Line
M

ark your calendars now!  The Ypsilanti High School Winter Guard and Drum Line will host their 2nd Annual Competition, “Fascinatin’ Rhythm” on Saturday, March 4th.  Approximately 30 teams from around southeastern Michigan, Ontario, and Ohio will compete in a performance that includes a combination of dance and a drill routine (using rifles, sabers, and flags) choreographed to music.  The Ypsilanti High School Winter Guard is a member of the Michigan Color Guard Circuit (MCGC) which sets rules and provides the judges for the competitions.  MCGC is a member of the Winter Guard International Organization.

Past honors for Ypsilanti’s Winter Guard includes:  first place at a number of Michigan Color Guard Circuit contests and second place in the Class A Division at the 1998 MCGC State championships, in 1999, Ypsilanti’s Winter Guard moved into a higher division (Scholastic A) and finished 6th in the state at the 1999 MCGC State Championships.  The Ypsilanti Winter Color Guard is quickly becoming one of the top high school color guards in the state of Michigan.

The director, Scott Heister, has been involved with the Michigan Color Guard Circuit for the past 18 years.  He has been on the board of directors, serving as director at large and is currently serving as president.  Scott has directed several state championships, regional championships and Winter Guard International World Semi-finalists, and Finalists.  He was inducted into the MCGC Hall of Fame in 1996, and on March 5, 1999, Scott Heister was awarded the Michigan High School Science Teacher of the Year award.  

The show is also to host approximately 15 competitive Percussion Ensembles.  Unlike anything you’ve seen before, these ensembles march, dance, spin flags, and rifles all to create a theme around the music they are performing.  In their first competition in MCGC during the 1999 season, the Ypsilanti Winter Drum line placed second in the class, a sign of things to come.

We are in need of many volunteers to help with this important event.  Workers will be needed to help with the concessions, and at spectator and guard 

entrances.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Lisa Dodge at 482-5117.

Keep your eye on the Band newsletter for further information, including the time of the competition. Admission to “Facinatin’ Rhythm” is $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for students. 

Volunteers will also be needed for floor crews for future shows as Ypsilanti’s Winter Guard travels to area competitions.  If you would like to help with the floor crews, please contact Fred Haydon, David Leach, or Scott Heister.

February 5
Flushing

February 12
L’anse Creuse

February 19
Troy Athens

February 25-27
WGI Midwest

March 4
Ypsilanti Public Schools

March 11
Garden City

March 18
Clinton

March 24-26
WGI Mideast

April 1
West Michigan

April 2
Otsego

April 8
MCGC Finals

April 13-16
WGI World Championships

- Lisa Dodge, 482-5117

- Lynne Raglin, 483-8266

Student “Dough” Fundraiser
B

eginning March 13 and ending March 24, all students may participate in a fundraiser that profits their student account for Band Camp or Tour.  We will be selling Janie's Cookie Dough.  There are over 12 flavors packed in plastic tubs that sell for $7 each.  Each student receives $3 for each tub sold.  The dough arrives frozen and lasts indefinitely in your freezer or 3-4 weeks in your refrigerator.  Each tub makes between 24-36 cookies.  The dough can be refrozen.  (I personally bought seven different flavors and we loved them all!  Well, we ate most of the dough of one of them so we can't all attest for the chocolate chunk ones!).

As usual, checks should be made out to YB Parent Guild.  We will accept no cash and no late orders.  Since we must order by the case and there are 18 tubs to a case, extras will be sold at the time of delivery.  Delivery will be Monday, April 3.  If you 

would like to help, please call Linda Pyche, Mary Anne Kane, or Adella Harden.  Start saving your money now so you can purchase chocolate chip, peanut butter, toffee treats, chocolate chunk, white macadamia nuts, chocolate chip pecan, and oatmeal raisin.

- Linda Pyche

West Middle School
Cedar Point

Students going on the West Middle School Band trip to Cedar Point on June 2 must pay their $40.00 by April 18.  A fundraiser for this and for band camp is in the works.  If anyone would like to help chair a fundraising event, please call Matt Kazmierski at 482-8076.

Mini Band Festival

On March 14th at Ypsilanti High School auditorium there will be a mini-festival where the West Middle School 7th and 8th grade Band students will gain experience on what to expect at the District Festival scheduled for March 18th.   Dress for the Mini Band Festival is: The WMS Band polo shirt, Khaki slacks (or skirt), black shoes, socks (or nylons) and black belt.

District Band Festival

District Band Festival is slated for March 18th for both the West Middle School 7th and 8th grades.  Dress for the band festival is:  The WMS Band polo shirt, Khaki slacks (or skirt), black shoes, socks (or nylons) and black belt.  Chaperones are desperately needed!  As a chaperone you will witness first hand the experiences of your band student and you wont have to wait for the bus to return from the District Band Festival to transport your band protege home.  Please call Matt Kazmierski at 482-8076 if you can participate as a chaperone.

Band Camp 2000

Eighth graders, this August you will have the opportunity to join the Ypsilanti Marching Braves at band camp.  The cost for band camp will be about $200.00 which can be subsidized by a fundraiser provided that someone can chair the fundraiser.  Band camp can also be subsidized through the Car-Wash-A-Thon coming soon.  If you can help chair a 

fundraiser then please call Matt Kazmierski at 482-8076.

Solo and Ensemble

Fifteen West Middle School Band students participated in the Solo and Ensemble Festival in Livonia on February 5, 2000!  These students put in a lot of extra time and effort practicing on their own at home and at school.  They performed for judges and received comments and a rating on a scale from "I" to "V", with a "I" being the highest rating given.  All received ratings of "I" or "II", which is exceptional!  Congratulations to all who participated!

Band Student
Instrument

Ranking

Emily Cnockaert
Woodwind

II (duet)

Jeanette Green
Ensemble

Amelia Clark
Woodwind

II (duet)

Elizabeth Taylor
Ensemble

Anthony Smith
Clarinet

 I

Robin Snyder
Clarinet

 I

Katie Chapman
Flute

 I

Katie Chapman
Piano

 I

Madeline Trombly 
Flute

 I

Alissa Ryan
Piano

II

Alishia Ferrell
Clarinet

 I

Kevin Trombly
Trumpet

 I

Sarah Theume
Trumpet

 I

Troy Harris
Clarinet

 I

Amanda Zuhlke
Oboe

 I

David Faling
Alto Saxophone

 I

David Faling
Woodwind

 I (duet)


Ensemble

                   - Matt Kazmierski, WMS Band Director

East Middle School
Solo and Ensemble Results

East Middle School 7th and 8th grade band students participated in the annual Solo and Ensemble Festival in Livonia on Saturday, February 5th.  EMS band students participated in twenty-five events.  All events are rated on a scale of "I to V", with a "I" being the highest rating.  EMS band students received fifteen "I's" and ten "II's".

Students who received a rating of "I":

Flute Solo
Andrea Brackney

Flute Solo
Sara Parnes

Flute Solo
Katheryn Poppe-Grove

Flute Duet
Andrea Brackney and Amanda Stencel

Flute/Clarinet Duet
India Hayes and Ashanda King

Flute/Clarinet Duet
Ayana Heumann and Rudi Heumann

Oboe Solo
Mallory Hayes

Clarinet Solo
Carmen Tubbs

Clarinet/Saxophone Duet
Ayana Heumann and Carly Johnson

Alto Saxophone Solo
Carly Johnson

Alto Saxophone Duet
Lauren Hutchison and Justine Latini

Tenor Saxophone Solo
Isaac Chenier

Trumpet Solo
Sarah Collinsworth

Trumpet Solo
D'Real Graham

Trombone Solo
Elijah Kyler

Students who received a rating of "II":

Flute/Clarinet Duet
Midnight Roggeman and Rebecca Nation

Oboe/Clarinet Duet
Mallory Hayes and Ayana Heumann

Clarinet Solo
Brittney Merrihew

Clarinet Solo
Amy Moorman

Clarinet Solo
Rebecca Nation

Bass Clarinet Solo
Hannah Metler

Alto Saxophone Solo
Josh Muse

Trumpet Solo
Aaron Urick

Trombone Solo
Cara Manor

Baritone/Tuba Duet
Burnam Fleming and Kellie Mayberry

Fund Raiser - Century Resources

In order to raise money for fieldtrips and supplement the EMS band funds, all band students will be asked to participate in a Century Resources fundraiser from February 8-22.  The fundraiser is a brochure type sale of candy, cheese, sausage, etc. with the money being collected at the time of delivery.  The fundraiser items are scheduled to be delivered to EMS the week of March 20th.  It is especially important for 7th and 8th grade students to participate, because a portion of each sale they make will also go towards their Cedar Point trip this year 

and the Chicago trip in the spring of 2001.  Please encourage your student to participate!

Upcoming East Middle School Events

February 8-22
EMS Fundraiser, Century Resources

March 14
Fine Arts Night, EMS Gym


7th & 8th grade

March 18
Middle School Band Festival


Chelsea High School


7th grade Concert Band


performs at 8:25 a.m.


8th grade Symphonic Band


performs at 10:20 a.m.

More information regarding specific details will be sent home shortly.  All students are required to attend the band festival.

May 18
Spring Band Concert, YHS Aud


6th, 7th & 8th grades

May 29
Memorial Day Parade


7th & 8th grade

June 9
Cedar Point Trip


7th & 8th grade



  - Tanya Tassin, EMS Band Director







