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It was an evening to marvel at the kids of Ypsilanti.  To be sure, we are all proud of the members of the Wind Symphony and the Jazz Band for their outstanding performances, but we should also be proud of and thankful for the members of all of the bands that donated time, talent, and family affair baskets to ensure this evening’s success. It is difficult for many to understand, but at the first “Symphonic Evening” we made only a few thousand dollars and it was one of many fundraisers to send that year’s band to England.  Now here we are, eight years later; we have made nearly twenty thousand dollars this year and have high hopes to send the Wind Symphony to Europe next summer.  Please take time to thank each of the businesses that donated to the evening, they are the reason for our success. Finally a very big hug and my undying gratitude to co-chairwomen Sharon Harr and Mary Anne Kane, they sacrificed their time with their families, gave an uncountable amount of their personal time to this endeavor, and were paramount to the success of this year’s event.  It would be a nice gesture if some of you dropped a thank-you note for their support of your child.

Festival information is included in this newsletter.  I invite all band parents to come watch your children at festival this year.  We will be performing at Lincoln High School, Friday evening, March 8th, and you can watch your child perform and sight read.  If you have never witnessed this, it is a truly magical part of the festival experience.  Your child’s band is given two pieces of music that they have never seen before and are given seven minutes to study and discuss the music before they perform it in front of a judge for a rating; watch the smoke fly!  Hope to see you there.
                  - David A. Leach, YHS Director of Bands

President’s Notes

W

e are coming to another busy time for everyone involved in the band programs.  There are a lot of exciting things coming up in a very short time!  District Festival is Friday, March 8th at Lincoln High School.  If you have never experienced this, now is the time since it's just down the road.  I encourage you to watch and listen to all the great music from all the bands from YHS, not just the band your child is in.  It's very interesting to watch the process the students go through at the sight reading portion of festival.

The Ypsilanti Winter Performing Arts groups will be hosting their second show of the season at YHS Saturday, March 16th.  This will be the largest show in the Michigan Color Guard Circuit of the year.  We are expecting at least 40 groups, and it takes many man hours and bodies to run a high quality show that Ypsilanti provides each year.  If you can spare any time that day, please let Lisa Dodge (482-5117 or ldodge@umich.edu) know.  Every little bit helps!  GOOD LUCK OPUS PRYME, SENIOR GUARD AND JUNIOR GUARD!!!

The annual Tag Day is scheduled for Saturday, May 18th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  This is an annual fundraiser which band students ask for monetary support from community members at area businesses.  Funds generated are generally used to offset expenses and provide scholarships for students to attend summer camps, tours and band camp.  More information on this will be in the next newsletter.

Even though there is only approximately three and a half months left in the school year, now is the time to call out for band parents to consider being on the Executive Board of the Ypsilanti Band Association for the 2002 - 2003 school year.  You should be available to attend meetings on the second Tuesday of the month, September through May, and an occasional board meeting, which is usually following.  If you are interested, please let myself know (484-0348 or Dls409@aol.com).

Upcoming Events

March 8
District Band Festival

Lincoln High School

March 12
YBA Meeting
7 p.m.
Band Room or Choir Room

March 16
Winter Performing Arts Show

YHS gymnasium

April 9
YBA Meeting
7 p.m.
Band Room or Choir Room

May 8-13
Band Tour to Virginia Beach

May 14
YBA Meeting
7 p.m.
Band Room or Choir Room

May 17
YHS Spring Concert
7:30 p.m.
Pease Auditorium

May 18
Annual Tag Day
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

May 27
Memorial Day Parade

May 30
YHS Band Banquet
6 p.m.
YHS cafeteria

June 8
Car-Wash-A-Thon

I hope to see you at the next YBA meeting, Tuesday, March 12th at 7 p.m. in either the band room or choir room!








        - Donna Schwartz, YBA President

Ypsilanti High School Solo & Ensemble Results

Name:


Rating:



Dana Zuhlke


Comments only

Kevin Trombly


II

Patrick Echlin


I

Mike Hayes


I

Mike Hayes & Brian Schneider


I

Katie Chapman


I

Madeline Trombly


I

Sara Parnes


I

David Faling


I

Ashley Turman


Comments only

Emily Cnockaert


Comments only

Nnekia Davis


Comments only

Laura Reiber


II

Amanda Stencel


I

Mandy Lyson


Comments only

Kellie Mayberry


Comments only

Amanda Briggs & Jen Drotar


Comments only

Jonathan Alef


Comments only

Amanda Marsh & Amanda Zuhlke


II

Vanessa Reffitt


Comments only

Cara Manor


II

Monica Koch


Comments only

Mallory Hayes


Comments only

Jenna Stewart


I

Emily Darragh


I

Alissa Ryan


I

Andrea Brackney


I

Jill Faulkner


II

Amanda Cooperwasser


II

Kelly Kieft


II

Caitlin Johnson


I

Anthony Smith


I and I

Melissa Ball


II

Ashleigh Brooks


Comments only

Alishia Ferrell, Stephanie Yoskovich, Jeanette Green

II

Rosalyn Logan


II

Emily Harr


II

Jeanette Green


II

Amelia Forczak


II

Erin Virgo


II

Kayla Yost


II

Gavin Bidelman


I

Eric Bidelman


I

Carly Johnson


I

Niki Colon


I and II

Emily Manor


I and II

Eric Lyson


Comments only

Ruth Adler


II

Attention 8th Grade Band Parents!

L

ook for information about high school marching band at parent-teacher conferences on March 7.  We will also be having informational meetings about marching band, band camp, and the high school band program in general at both East and West Middle Schools later in March.  Band handbooks will be distributed, which will most likely answer many of your questions.  Band camp paperwork will also be distributed, and is due back to Mr. Leach on May 31.  Also note that orders for summer uniforms (required for marching band) are due on April 22.  Please plan to attend either of the meetings at the middle schools.  If you cant attend the meeting at your child’s middle school, feel free to attend the other one.

Mrs. Tassin and Mr. Kazmierski will have fliers with the dates of these meetings at parent-teacher conferences.  If you don’t receive one, feel free to call me at 481-0037 or email marykane@umich.edu.

- Mary Anne Kane

Virginia Beach Tour Update

T

he plans for Wind Symphony/Symphonic Bands tour to Virginia Beach are proceeding nicely.  There is one change to make to your calendar: we will leave on tour the evening of Wednesday, May 8 and return to YHS at approximately 11 a.m. on Monday, May 13.  Tour forms will be distributed to both bands in March, so be sure to ask your student for them.  They are due back to Mr. Leach on April 15.  Donna Schwartz and/or Mary Anne Kane will be available to notarize forms during Monday night rehearsals and at YBA meetings.

Drum Line Show Schedule

March 16
YHS show #2 (times TBA)

March 23
South Lyon show (times TBA)

April 6
MCGC Finals (times TBA)

District Festival

D

on’t miss this chance…to see your child sweat.  District Festival for the high school bands takes place the evening of Friday, March 8 at Lincoln High School.  You are invited to come watch them perform on stage, then follow them into the sight-reading room where each band will perform two pieces which they have never seen before.  It is quite entertaining to see the interaction between Mr. Leach and the band members as they take a couple of minutes to go through the music prior to playing it for the first time.  Their abilities can be quite amazing.  This is a free event, so don’t miss the opportunity!  At the time of this writing, we don’t yet have performance times for each band, so be sure to check the bands website at www.ypsilantibands.org for an update.

Marching Braves Members

N

ow is the time to dig that summer uniform out from under your bed or the back of your closet and check to make sure that 1) you can find it at all; and 2) it still fits.  Did your Braves socks somehow acquire holes while nestled in the drawer?  This newsletter includes an order form for summer uniforms.  Orders must be received by April 22!  Please don’t wait until the day before the 4th of July parade to discover that you are missing an article of clothing, or you may be out of luck.  The uniforms must be ordered several weeks in advance, so check this out now!

Fall 2002 - Marching Band Info

I

f your child is planning to participate in the YHS marching band in the fall of 2002, now is the time to start planning.  The dates for marching band camp are August 18-24, 2002.  Band camp forms and information packets will be distributed at the middle schools and the high school in March.  The completed forms are due back to Mr. Leach on May 31, 2002.  A physical examination form is included in the packet and must be filled out by a physician.  Now is a good time to schedule that appointment!  Many doctors’ offices are scheduling a couple of months ahead.  To be valid, the physical must have been done this calendar year, 2002.  If your child will also be participating in athletics at YHS next year, the physical must be done after April 15, 2002.  So don’t hesitate, pick up the phone and schedule that appointment today!
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