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Podium Notes
T

he Marching Braves shoot for 200!

This year the Marching Braves would like to reach the 200 milestone and we need your help!  I am looking for a few good musicians.  If every member enrolled in the Bands at the High School also marched we would well exceed 200.  As past members will attest to “marching band is fun, hard work, and a great place to meet people with a common interest, being the best!”

Band Camp will run from Sunday, August 15 through Saturday, August 21, with a performance at Cedar Point, Sunday, August 22.  There will be two Monday Night rehearsals prior to the start of school, the 23rd and the 30th of August.  Encourage your child to be a member of the largest organiza-tion at Ypsilanti High School!

YHS Bands

75th Anniversary Concert

Mark your calendars for May 13th and tell a friend!  Heck, tell lots of friends especially alumni of the Bands at YHS.  Hill Auditorium (seats 4,000) and we would love to “pack the house”.  We are also planning on an alumni picnic sometime that week.  Lisa Dodge (past YBA president) has been in contact with Lynn Cooper, who still has a few connections left in Ypsilanti, and they are putting their heads together to come up with a location and a date.  If you are interested or know of someone who is interesting in helping, have him or her contact Lisa Dodge.

I have been attempting to contact all previous YHS band directors and all have agreed to conduct at the Spring Concert.  However, I just received a message from Don Racine (previous YHS Band Director) on my answering machine that Donald Gant, (a previous Director of Bands at YHS) passed away last year.  I am deeply saddened by this news.  Our sincerest condolences from the YHS Band families.

The Band Room is being reno-vated (new floor and ceiling) and I will need lots of help.  I would like to have a work date with parents and students to pitch in and clear out the Band Room, storage rooms, closets, etc.  This will take place on a weekend sometime in June, before the 23rd (the “must be out” date).  Please contact either Mary Anne Kane or Mr. Leach if you can help.

 - Mr. Leach, YHS Director of Bands

LAST CHANCE TO ORDER SUMMER UNIFORMS!!!

Are you sure your uniform still fits?  That your socks don’t have holes?  If you are missing pieces of your summer band uniform, and have not already sent an order to Sharon Harr, run to the phone and call her at 487-1376.  She may still be able to add your order on.  This includes next year’s Freshman, currently 8th graders.

President’s Notes
A

s our kids register for classes next year, it’s hard to believe we’re nearing the end of another school year.  The band program has lots of activities coming up, so be sure to take a look at the calendar.

I hope you had a chance to attend the Ypsilanti High School Winter Guard Show on March 27.  Lisa Dodge did a masterful job organizing this event, especially since this was YHS’ first time hosting.  Congratulations to Lisa and her many, many helpers.  The show was very well organized and I heard no complaints, except for one man who couldn’t believe there weren’t hot dogs at the concession stand.  Everyone else seemed quite impressed with food selection.  It was great to see all the Winter Guards and Drum Lines from others schools.

I want to congratulate the Ypsilanti Winter Drum Line and their directors, Fred Haydon and Steven Collins, on a great inaugural season.  It was an entertaining show with wonderful music.

By the time you read this, the Ypsilanti Winter Guard will have performed in their last show of the season in Dayton, Ohio.  I’m sure they were fabulous and hope they had fun in the process.  Great work, girls!

Please come to the YBA meeting on Tuesday, May 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the Band Room at YHS.  If you are an 8th grade band parent, this is a chance to ask questions about the high school band program.  

The YHS 75th Anniversary Concert is Thursday, May 13 at 7:30 p.m. in Hill Auditorium at the University of Michigan.  We would love to see all the band families there, and we will be selling the high school bands’ CD.  Then, on Saturday, May 15, the Symphonic Band will perform at Picnic Pops on the lawn at Ann Arbor Pioneer High School.  This event runs all day, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Our Symphonic Band performs at 4:15.

High school band families won’t want to miss the annual Band Banquet on Thursday, May 27 at 6:30.  In addition to the potluck, Mr. Leach hands out awards and elections are held for next year’s YBA Board.  If you have any questions, feel free to call me at 434-4401 or email marykane@umich.edu.

    - Mary Anne Kane, YBA President

Freshman, Concert, and Symphonic Band – Uniform Return
P

lease bring your Freshman, Concert, or Symphonic uniforms to the Band Room on Friday, May 21.  RETURN TIME:  6:00 – 8:00 P.M. ONLY!  If this date is not convenient, please call Maureen Angyan, 481-1552, or Linda Sanders, 482-8559, to make other arrangements.

All uniform pieces must be turned in before the end of the school year.  Just like textbooks, uniforms are the property of the Ypsilanti School District. This is especially important for seniors who are planning to graduate in June.  Failure to turn in uniforms will result in an OBLIGATION to YHS.  Lost or damaged garments require financial payment.  

Concert Band girls who had their own skirts sewed should keep their skirts.  Tuxedo shirts and bow ties should be returned.

       - Maureen Angyan

Band Banquet
T

he Annual Band Banquet will take place on Thursday, May 27 at 6:30 p.m. in the YHS cafeteria.  This is a great opportunity to share a potluck meal with other band families.  Mr. Leach will present awards to students in all bands.  Ypsilanti Band Association officers for the 1999-00 school year will be elected.

Each family should bring their own plates, napkins, and eating utensils.  The YBA will provide beverages, cups, rolls and butter.  Please bring a dish to pass as indicated:

Freshman, Sophomore, and Junior Families:


1 main dish to serve 10 people, AND 

1 side dish (such salad, pasta, potato or

Jell-O salad, rice, potato, or vegetable dish).

Senior Families:


1 large dessert to serve 24 people

(Please label your serving spoons and containers so we can identify any items that are forgotten after the Banquet and return them to their owners!)

Volunteers are needed for set-up, 4:15-5:15.  We also need a volunteer to remain in the cafeteria from 5:30-6:15, when families start arriving.  Call Maureen Angyan at 481-1552 or Linda Sanders at 482-8559 to volunteer or for more information.

      - Maureen Angyan

Bean Soup Mix Available!
W

e currently have some of the YBA “word famous” bean soup mix.  Do you have a ham bone in the freezer, left over from Easter?  It’s crying out to be made into bean soup.  If you haven’t tried it, this bean soup is wonderful no matter what kind of meat you put in it, or even meatless!  It’s also very healthy.  Each container makes about 3 quarts and costs $2.50.  It’s a bargain!  If you would lie to buy some, please call Mary Ann Kane at 434-4401.

Annual Car Wash-A-Thon
S

aturday, May 22 is the date for the Annual Car Wash-A-Thon which is held at the Shadford Field parking lot.  We are looking for lots of parents to help out at this fun, often wet, fundraiser.  We know how hard it is for all of you to find spare time, but this really benefits the high school band students (including incoming freshmen) and only takes a few hours.  We encourage the participation of current 8th grade band students and their parents.  If you are willing to spend sometime outdoors on (most likely) a beautiful day, please call Greg Turner at 485-7413.
East Middle School

Upcoming Events:

    May 11
Spring Concert

    6:30 p.m. – 6th grade


    8:00 p.m. – 7th and 8th grade

    May 31
Memorial Day Parade
    June 11
Cedar Point

                                  - Mrs. Tassin, EMS Band Director

I WANT YOU!
T

o consider running for the YBA Board of Directors.  Active, energetic parents are needed to fill several vacancies on next year’s Board.  Board members assist the Ypsilanti Bands during performances, trips, and fundraisers, and have lots of fun in the process.  Board members must commit to attending a Tuesday and a Thursday meeting each month.  Call Lisa Dodge (482-5117), Linda Pyche (483-7808), or Joan Scherrer (485-2922) to enlist.
* CALENDAR *

April
20 Summer Band uniform order deadline

21 Spring Concert – WMS, 7:30 p.m.

29-May 3
  Symphonic Band Tour

May

  7
Marching Percussion mtg., 6:00 p.m.

11
YBA Mtg., 7 p.m., Band Room

11
Spring Concert – EMS, 6:30 & 8 p.m.

13
YHS Bands 75th Anniversary Concert 15
Picnic Pops/Tag Day

21
Uniform Return, Band Room, 6-8 p.m.

22 Car Wash

27 YHS Band Banquet, 6:30 p.m.

31 Memorial Day Parade

June

4   
 Band Camp ($100.00 + forms due)

5 Cedar Point – WMS

11 Cedar Point - EMS

July

2 Marching Parade PRACTICE & Summer uniform pick-up.

4th of July Parade

17-25 – Bottle Drive

August
15-21 Band Camp

22  Cedar Point

23  Marching Band rehearsal

30  Marching Band rehearsal
January 29, 2000
Symphonic Evening

West Middle School Solo and Ensemble Results

Name


Rating

Jamia Logan and Abi Schmidt


NR

Thoraya Youness and Dana Zuhlke


I

Monica Koch and Melanie Hayes


II

Frances Buckheister, Aubrey Thomason and Bethany Cawetzka 


II

Kevin Trombley


I

Abi Schmidt


I

Claire Berklich


II

- Mr. Kazmierski, WMS Band Director

Super Deal
T

he Ypsilanti Courier, a local newspaper that concentrates on news about our community, has changed to a weekly format, added a TV Guide, and reduced its annual subscription rate to $20.00.  They are very supportive in their reporting about our Bands.  To encourage new subscribers, they have offered to donate $10.00 to the YBA for every NEW annual subscription that we produce for them.  If you would like to open a new Ypsilanti Courier subscription and receive news about our community, just send them your request using this coupon.










- Ken and Barb Birringer







