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Podium Notes
T

o compete or not to compete, that is the question.  After the highly successful 1999 marching season, I commented to the Marching Braves staff, "There has to be more."  Scott Rundell (Marching Band assistant, Drum Major of the Glassmen Drum and Bugle Corps) said, "There is!  The Michigan Competitive Band Directors Association (MCBA) runs marching competitions state wide with the finals at the Pontiac Silverdome.  Competitions are on Saturdays and occur almost every Saturday from September through the end of October."  "Tell me more," I asked.  Here is a synopsis of that conversation and our thoughts.  We, the staff and I, would like to go competitive on the marching field.  As a program, we are already very competitive on a world level on the concert stage.  The Winter Guard has garnered the attention of judges nationwide and looks to break into the upper 25% of Scholastic "A" Guards in the world.  The addition of a competitive marching band would bring a new facet to the Band family and enhance the Winter Guard and newly formed Winter Drum Line.  The following is what we envision:

There would be a few rehearsals during the month of August about two weeks prior to Band Camp.  Since the fall Flag Corps already meets and practices, as well as the Drum Line, the only addition would be the horn line (Brass and Woodwind) members.  Practices would be scheduled to minimize conflicts with fall athletic practice schedules.  Camp would be like it always has (rephrase please!  Maybe "camp would be structured as it always has been").  Rehearsals prior to and during school would be as follows:


? Wind players - Monday and Wednesday evenings (7-9 p.m.).


? Flag Corps - Monday evenings (7-9) with two more 



2-hour rehearsals scheduled during the week.


? Percussionists - Monday evenings (7-9) with two more



2-hour rehearsals scheduled during the week.


? All Friday evenings - (game days only) 5:30 'till kick-off,



depart after third quarter (since Saturdays are filled 



with competitions).

Of course, my policy regarding athletics of practice versus game remains.  When a student has a game during marching band practice, then that student reports to the game.  But, when two practices (say Band and varsity underwater basket weaving) are scheduled over each other, it is up to the student to split the practices and to inform each instructor and coach of the conflict and resolution.

I am proposing that we only compete on a few Saturdays adding competitions each year as we climb the ranks in MCBA.

Your opinion matters.  I would like to hear what you think!  Write a response and send it to me at YHS, or call and arrange a face-to-face.  While I might not be able to work out a solution for everybody who wants to be a member, I will make a valiant attempt to make it work for as many people as possible.  This may rule out a few athletes and that would be a disappointment, but this will definitely, greatly enhance our already "world class" band program.

      - Mr. Leach, YHS Director of Bands

President’s Notes
C

ongratulations to the Marching Braves on another season of great half-time enter-tainment!  Thanks to the many parents who helped out at EMU’s Band Day.  Your presence was greatly appreciated, and we couldn’t have done it without you.  A special thanks to Billie Sturgill and Rhonda Keister for making the submarine sandwiches and putting together the bag lunches.  I also thank the parents who provided Rice Krispie Treats and cookies.

I think all those who braved the chilly weather to attend the YHS Bands Alumni Picnic on October 3 really had a good time.  We had many band alumni and former directors from several decades and generations, as well as current band members and even some future members.  It was fun to see photographs of band members from many years ago.  It is certainly true that this wonderful program forges strong bonds.  Thanks to Lisa Dodge for planning and implementing this great new tradition.  You did an excellent job, Lisa!

I’d also like to thank Linda Sanders and her hardworking uniform crew who distribute and collect the marching uniforms before and after each home football game.  It was a real challenge this year to get all the students fitted without having access to the high school, but she managed to carry it off.

This is just a reminder that soon the holidays will be upon us, and we have very attractive YHS Bands 75th anniversary T-shirts, sweatshirts, and CD’s available.  They make excellent gifts.  CDs are $20, short sleeve T-shirts are $15, long sleeve are $18, and sweatshirts are $25.  Wouldn’t you like to buy a few dozen?  They are available at all YBA meetings, or you can call or email me (434-4401 or marykane@umich.edu.

                                                  - Mary Anne Kane, YBA President

Symphonic Evening
D

ear Band Families,

Our Symphonic Evening date is fast approaching, along with Thanksgiving, Christmas and the Millennium.  Since this is such a busy time for all our families, I wanted to remind you about a few items.  Each band student is required to donate one auction item for our live and silent auction on January 29th.  The deadline for these items is December 1, 1999.  We need time to organize items, place values on them and put together a program for the evening.  We are asking for new items that are of significant value.  You are not required to buy this item.  Most families are asking for donations from local businesses and have been quite successful.  If you need some ideas, please feel free to give me a call.

We have also asked families to donate a family affair package.  This has been very successful and fun in the past.  Family members work together to create a theme, gather items to go with the theme, then package them attractively or creatively. These family affair packages will be a part of our auction on January 29, 2000.  A prize will be given to the package awarded the most votes by an esteemed panel.  At the last Symphonic Evening the Evanoff Family won with their "Something's Brewing" package.  Their basket included a coffee maker, coffee mugs, placemats, napkins, kitchen towel set, jelly, herbal tea, coffee filters, coffee mate and cappuccino.  Once again, if you need an idea to get you started, please feel free to give me a call. The deadline for the "Family Affair Package" is December 1, 1999.

The Symphonic Evening Committee is working hard to make this event a successful fundraiser and a fun evening.  Thanks to all of you who have given so much of your time.

     - Sharon Harr, 487-1376

Millennium Raffle Fundraiser #R55884
W

e received the license number from the Bureau of Michigan State Lottery and 6,000 tickets have been printed.  The cost of printing the tickets was paid for by Elmer Realty/Great Lakes Business Brokers, and Huron Valley Printing and Imaging.  Sesi Lincoln-Mercury is furnishing a 2000 Mercury Cougar or Mystique.  Or, the winner can opt for $10,000!  The drawing will be at the Symphonic Evening, January 29, 2000.  All proceeds go directly to the Band program!

We are asking each band student to sell 20 tickets.  Tickets are $5.00 each.  They will be distributed during the week of October 18.  Deadline to turn all $ in, raffle ticket stubs, and any tickets that are unsold, is the week of January 3.  Preferably, money and ticket stubs can be turned in any time before that to Mr. Leach.  We must account for all $ and numbered tickets that have been assigned to each band student!

This is a fundraiser that requires parental super-vision.  According to Rule 6 "raffle tickets shall not be sold to a person who is under 18 years of age.  This does not prohibit the purchase of a ticket by a person who is 18 years of age or older for the purpose of making a gift to a person who is under the age of 18 and does not prohibit a person who is under 18 years of age from receiving a prize or prizes won in a raffle" and Rule 10 states "raffle workers and raffle ticket sellers shall be 18 years of age or older".  The clincher here is you must be 18 years of age for buying or selling raffle tickets.  Therefore, a student under 18 years of age needs to be accompanied by an adult in the actual sale/handling of the money.

The following are scheduled dates/times where we will be displaying the car and selling tickets:

Wiard’s Orchards, Saturday/Sunday, October 16 & 17, 10-4 p.m.

   Kathy Bidelman, Nancy Slezak, Kathy Koch, Linda Sanders, Carolyn Williams, Mary Anne Kane, Sally Adler.
Karen Wiard also passed out flyers both days!  We sold approximately 100 tickets!  Thanks Wiard’s Orchards!
Busch’s, Sunday, October 24, 12-4 p.m.

   Beth Faulkner and Carol Hayes 12-2 p.m.

   Barb Birringer and Sally Chanowski 2-4 p.m.

Sam’s Club, Sunday, November 7, 12-4 p.m.

   Sue Newman and Lisa Dodge 12-2 p.m.

   Debra Ross and Adella Harden 2-4 p.m.

Wal-Mart, Saturday, November 13, 12-4 p.m.

   Karen Reiber and Kathy Bidelman 12-2 p.m.

   Deanna White and Karen Karoub 2-4 p.m.

Farmer Jack’s (Washtenaw Avenue), November 14, 12-4 p.m.

   Jan Radak and Sue Newman 12-2 p.m.

   Sharon and Keith Harr 2-4 p.m.

Thanks everyone for helping!

(If anyone feels that they are having difficulty selling their tickets, please come to any one of these locations/times, bring your tickets, and you may sell them here!)

Carty’s Music and Cady’s Grill are also selling raffle tickets for us!  Domino’s Pizza has also agreed to staple a raffle flyer on each pizza box phone order at 4 store locations. Both West and East Middle Schools will be helping to sell raffle tickets.  EMS is scheduled at Kroger’s on Car-penter, Sunday, November 21, 12-4 p.m.

If anyone needs a flyer/sign regarding the raffle to post at your work place, please call me and I can get you one or send it directly to you via email (you can add your name as the contact on the flyer).  Any questions, or other ideas, please call me at 485-6986.  If everyone pulls together on this and sells their 20 tickets, we’ll meet our goal!

- Kathy Bidelman

Newsletter Ads
Y

BA members who want to buy or sell band-related items are invited to submit ads for printing in the YBA Newsletter.  Just send the ads by mail or e-mail to Barb or Ken Birringer, and they will be included in the next issue.  Here is the first one:

FOR SALE:  Yamaha alto saxophone, mint condition.  $700.  Call 434-1425.

The following is an e-mail message received by Lisa Dodge on October 12, 1999,

re:  Band Reunion Picnic

Dear Lisa,

Thank you so much for organizing the Band Reunion last week!  It was a wonderful day!  It was a real treat to meet band alumni from the 1920s and 30s, and then some of the current band members.  In spite of some unex-pectedly cool weather, I felt that we had a good crowd and that they all seemed to really enjoy themselves.  A special treat was seeing the 1924 "Ypsi Dixit" (school yearbook) with a picture of the first YHS band.

I'm glad that you asked people to sign-in at the picnic and that you plan to print a list of alumni.  People who play in school bands have a unique and long-lasting relationship with each other.  Not only have they spent a lot of time together over many school years, but they spent it making music together.  It is a great and lasting bond.  For many, it is a bond which is far greater than with their graduating class.  My guess is that some of the people who came to this reunion do not go to their class reunions.  I hope that you can make this a regular activity, say, every four or five years.  These people have a great affection for the YHS bands, and for each other,  and will continue to support the activities of this fine band program.

I know that you, Russ Witte, and some others spent a lot of time in calling people, getting notices in the local papers, and making all of the arrange-ments for the location and the food-thank you!  I hope you know that your efforts are greatly appreciated by everyone who attended.

Cordially yours,

Lynn Cooper

East Middle School News

Winter Band Concert:

The EMS winter band concert will be held on Thursday, December 9th in the YHS auditorium.  Since this date is scheduled to be a half day of school, Mrs. Sturdivant and I were concerned that this date might create some

confusion for families.  Alternate dates were discussed, but our options were limited.  Therefore, we have decided to keep the concert as scheduled on December 9th.  The sixth grade band will perform from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.  The seventh and eighth grade bands will perform from 8:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Concert Uniform:

Sixth Grade -
white dress shirt


black dress pants or skirt


black socks or nylons


black dress shoes

Seventh and Eighth Grade -
band sweater


white dress shirt


black dress pants or skirt


black socks or nylons


black dress shoes

*Please avoid wearing T-shirts, jeans or gym shoes.

Band Sweaters:

All seventh grade band members will be asked to purchase a band sweater to be worn at all EMS band concerts.  The sweaters will cost approximately $20.  Please watch for an order form to be coming home with your student very soon.

Solo and Ensemble:

Seventh and eighth grade EMS band students have the opportunity to participate in the annual Solo and Ensemble Festival on Saturday, February 5, 2000.  Students may perform a solo or in a small ensemble for a judge.  They will receive written and verbal comments on the performance, as well as an overall rating and a medal (rating of I or II only).  This is a great learning experience for the students, and I highly recommend that they participate if interested!  Please note that there are some costs involved and transportation to the festival site is not provided by the school.  More information will be sent home soon, since the deadline to sign-up for Solo

and Ensemble is beforeThanksgiving.

Fundraising Updates:

The Little Caeser's Pizza fundraiser will run from Monday, November 1st to Friday, November 12th.  The pizzas will be delivered to EMS on Tuesday, November 23rd.  The pizzas do need to be picked up that day, and

refrigeration of the pizza kits is required.  We have the potential to make a lot of money towards our fieldtrips and the band fund in general – please do your part to help support the bands!  East Middle School will also be participating in the raffle ticket sales through the YBA for the 2000 Mercury Cougar.  This is a fundraiser that

requires parental supervision due to the fact that raffles are considered to be a form of gambling.  Students that choose to participate will sell tickets with their parents, as well at various businesses in town on select dates.

                                                                                           -

 Tanya Tassin, East Middle School Band Director







