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Podium Notes
F

undraisers, fundraisers, fundraisers.  It seems that is all we do.  To help shed some light on your concerns, let me tell you of the financial situation at the High School.  There are four (4) curricular bands at the YHS:  Freshmen Band, Concert Band, Jazz Band and the Symphonic Band.  All attend festivals (District and State), perform concerts, and play music and all of which cost money.  Each performing ensemble in festival costs $145.00 per (x2, district and state). The average arrange-ment of band literature cost is approximately $75.00 per.  Instrument replacement begins at several hundred for each instrument, up to several thousand (timpani $14,000.00).  Currently at the High School, the YHS Bands has a $2,700.00 budget.  Yes, I said a twenty-seven hundred-dollar budget.  Now take in to consideration that does not include Marching Band, Winter Guard, Drum Line, travel, uniform, or extras like a computer, copier, or

staff to run the band program.

On any given travel year the Bands will spend $50,000.00 above and beyond the current YHS budget.  In order for your child to be given the same opportunities that past members have been given, we must all pitch-in to raise necessary funds to maintain our reputation of excellence.  Herculean as it seems, “many hands make light work”.  When you are called to ask for assistance or to chair a particular fundraiser say, “I’d love to”.  After all, the persons who benefit are you and your child.  For I would cut rather then ask any of you to pay the difference.




Continued on next page………

* CALENDAR *

November

  7

YHS Athletic Craft Show/Band 

Baked Goods & Bean Soup Sale

10

YBA mtg., 7 p.m., Band Room

14

Freshman Band uniform fitting,



9-11:30 a.m.

14

Concert Band uniform fitting



11:00 a.m. – 12:30

17

Burger King Bash, Ellsworth Road, 4-7 p.m.

18

Half-Day!

26

THANKSGIVING
27

No School

December
  8

YBA mtg., 7 p.m., Band Room

  9

WMS Winter Concert

10

Half-Day!

11

Winter Concert, 7:30 p.m.

15

EMS Winter Concert

15

Burger King Bash, Ellsworth Road, 4-7 p.m.

19

Christmas Vacation Begins!

January
  4

School Resumes

12

YBA mtg., 7 p.m., Band Room

18

Half-Day!

19

Burger King Bash, Ellsworth Road, 4-7 p.m.

22-23 Midwestern Conf., Hill Aud.

25-28 Exams (Half-Days)

29

No School (teacher workday)

30

Solo Ensemble Festival (EMS/WMS)

Please attend Parent-Teacher conferences.  All of the Band Directors would love to meet you, and usually we have great things to say about your child.  If your child is not currently studying privately on his/her instrument, ask me at Parent-Teacher conferences, and I will have suggestions for teachers

for you.

It’s Official!
NOTE:  The YHS Bands Winter Concert at Pease Auditorium has been changed. The Concert has now been scheduled for Friday, December 11 at 7:30 p.m.  Please mark your calendars!

Pack Pease with Poinsettias.  Thank someone by giving him or her a poinsettia.  If interested, contact Mr. Leach at 482-8880, ext. 425.  The poinsettias will be placed on the edge of the stage during the concert and be available immediately following the concert.
I just received a correspondence from Alfred Reed (composer of the Marimba Concertino that Symphonic Band will be performing at Hill Auditorium at the Midwestern Conference) he has accepted our invitation to conduct the Symphonic Band at the Conference!  Yea, Yea, Yea!  Another feather in our collective hats!  A special thank you to every member for corresponding with Alfred Reed and arranging that he agree to conduct the Symp-honic Band during the Midwestern Conference.

A note of thanks to Charlie Jacobs (Band parent and father of Laura, who plays the French Horn in the Symphonic Band, and the Marching Braves).  Thank you Charlie for being the “voice of the Marching Braves” for each home game this season.  





- Mr. Leach, YHS Director of Bands

President’s Notes
C

ongratulations to the Marching Braves on another season of great half-time entertainment!  The audience has really enjoyed the West Side Story show, and the debut of Ypsilanti Fanfare at the Homecoming Game on October 16 gave at least one spectator chills (the good kind).
Thanks to the many parents who helped out at EMU’s Band Day.  Your effort was greatly appreciated, and we couldn't have done it without you.  Special thanks to Billie Sturgill and Rhonda Keister for making all the submarine sandwiches!  I know the kids were very glad to have them.  I also thank the parents who provided Rice Krispie Treats, and Lisa Dodge, who coordinated all the food.

Once again, our flag corps made us proud at Band Day by taking 3rd place in the flag competition.

The YBA has some fun activities coming up soon, including our famous bean soup mix and bake sale at the YHS Craft Show on Saturday, November 7.  Please consider making one or more baked goods for our sale.  The YHS Jazz Band’s performances at Burger King resume in November.  Look for details elsewhere in this newsletter.  And of course, December brings winter concerts for all three schools.  This is prime entertainment, folks!  Invite your family members and friends!

Lastly, I’d like to give kudos to Maureen Angyan and her hardworking crew.  They show up to hand out marching uniforms for every home football game, and then collect them again, keeping them organized in the process.  It’s a short deadline job, and they do it very well.  Thanks, Maureen!

       - Mary Anne Kane, YBA President

On Children

If I hadn’t had children, I probably would have had more money and material things.


I probably would have gone more places, gotten more sleep, pampered myself more.


My life would have been much more boring and predictable.


As a result of being a parent, I have laughed harder, cried more often.  I have worried more and hurried more.  I’ve had less sleep, but somehow, I’ve had more fun.  I’ve learned more, grown more.  My heart has ached harder and I’ve loved to a capacity beyond my imagination.


I’ve given more of myself, but I’ve derived more meaning from life.


Children are a blessing.


- Submitted by Nancy Slezak who saw this




poem on a grandma’s shirt at Band Day.

Arts & Craft Show-Baked Goods/Bean Soup Sale
O

n Saturday, November 7, the Ypsilanti Band Association will hold its annual baked goods/bean soup mix sale at the YHS Athletic Boosters Arts & Craft Show from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Ypsilanti High School.

Baked goods are needed to make this a success!  Single, individually wrapped items sell for more and go quickly.  Please individually wrap all baked goods that will be sold.  For example:  cookies, brownies, Rice Krispie Treats, (except pies, cakes and loaves of bread).  Please include a label with ingredients (which is required by law at bake sales). You do not need to put a label on every single individually wrapped item; just one label will be displayed near the whole batch of cookies, for example.

Baked goods can be delivered to Mr. Leach’s office on Friday, November 6 or brought to the school on Saturday morning.  Please take the time to help out with this worthwhile and much needed fundraiser.  Your help is appreciated.  Come shop the craft show, bring a friend and buy a baked good while you’re there.  Thanks.  Looking forward to seeing you!

Uniform Fittings!  Freshman Band and Concert Band

Saturday, November 14
Freshman Band:

Freshman uniforms for concert performances will be fitted on Saturday, November 14, 9:00-11:30.  If this date is not convenient, call before November 10 to make other arrangements.

This uniform consists of a black jacket and pants.  All students should wear black socks and shoes for concerts.

Male Students:  black bow tie (with a band), white shirt

Black bow ties (with a band) are available for $5.00 at Life Uniform, at 3520 Washtenaw Avenue, near Frank’s Nursery.  

Female Students:  black bow, white blouse or shirt with a collar (no sweaters or turtlenecks).

Purchase one yard of 1/2" black grosgrain ribbon to be tied in a bow under the collar.  Ribbon is available at Joann Fabrics on Ellsworth Road.

Concert Band:  Fitting time is Saturday, November 14, 11:00-12:30.

Dry Cleaning Fee:

$6.50 must be paid just once.  If you have already paid $6.50 for Marching Band, you will receive a credit for either Freshman Band or Concert Band fees.  If you have not yet paid the fee, the $6.50 must be paid on November 14, or

you will not be able to take your uniform home.

Helping Hands
If you would like to help with uniforms, please call:  Maureen Angyan 481-1552 or Linda Sanders 482-8559.
East Middle School
6th Grade Field Trip

On Friday, December 4, all EMS sixth grade band and orchestra students will be attending the Young People’s Concert at Eastern Michigan University.  This year’s theme is “Ships Ahoy! Music from the Sea”.  This concert features EMU’s Wind Symphony and Symphony Orchestra in Pease auditorium performing Of Sailors and Whales, Hebrides Overture, music from Titanic and another familiar sea song.

Tentative Schedule

Students excused to meet buses
9:25 a.m.

Buses leave EMS
9:30 a.m.

Concert at Pease Auditorium
10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

Lunch at EMU Student Union (Guild Hall)
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Buses pick-up at student union
12:00 p.m.

Students return to class
12:15 p.m.

Because there was a chance that the students would not be able to make it back to EMU to eat during the 6th grade lunch hour, students will be asked to bring a sack lunch with them to eat the EMU student union instead.  I will be making arrangements for those students that receive free lunch to get a free sack lunch from the cafeteria that day.

We are in need of approximately 10 chaperones to accompany us on the trip.  If you are interested in being a chaperone, please send me a note or call me at EMS at 482-8590.

Solo and Ensemble

7th and 8th grade EMS band students have the opportunity to participate in the annual Solo and Ensemble Festival on Saturday, January 30, 1999.  Students may perform a solo or in a small ensemble for a judge.  They will receive written and verbal comments on the performance, as well as an overall rating and a medal (rating of I or II only).  This is a great learning experience for the students, and I highly recommend that they participate if interested!  Please note that there are some costs involved and transportation to the festival site is not provided by the school.  More information will be sent home early in November, since the deadline to sign-up for Solo and ensemble is November 16.

Band Sweater Information

All 7th grade band students will be asked to purchase a band sweater to be worn at all EMS band concerts.  I am in the process of selecting a company to work with that offers a good sweater at a reasonable cost.  I am estimating that the sweaters will cost approximately $15.00.

Ypsilanti Band Association Bake Sale

The YBA will be selling baked goods at the Ypsilanti High School Athletic Boosters Craft show on Saturday, November 7.  I am asking that every EMS band student participate in the fundraiser by bringing in baked goods to be sold at the Craft show.  I will be sending more information home shortly regarding what is needed and where and when you can drop off the baked goods.

Upcoming East Middle School Events

Saturday, October 31
University of Michigan Band-O-Rama Field Trip

Friday, November 6
Bring Baked Goods to EMS for Ypsilanti Band Association Bake Sale

Saturday, November 7
YBA Bake Sale at YHS Athletic Boosters Craft Show

Monday, November 16
Deadline to sign-up for Solo and Ensemble

Friday, December 4
Eastern Michigan University 6th Grade Field Trip

Tuesday, December 15
Winter Band Concert










- Mrs. Tassin, EMS Band Director
West Middle School
The school year is a month old and the bands at WMS are well on their way to success.  First of all, the eighth grade band is currently learning all the necessary techniques and theories to be successful in high school while preparing for the winter concert.  For example, we are in the process of learning all of the major and minor scales and the band now knows 8 of the 24.  Very soon, we will be preparing music for band festival in March.

The seventh grade band is also preparing for the winter concert while learning the fundamentals of music.  Just recently, we started to use a method book, "Standards of Excellence, Book 2," and have made improvements in leaps and bounds.

The beginning band students are probably the most enthusiastic students in the school.  It took no more than a week after everyone had an instrument that the bands had learned how to read music, play three notes on their instrument and play songs from their method books.

Here is a tentative schedule for the year.  By the time this article goes to press, the schedule may be finalized or it may have changed.  I'll keep you informed.

Dec. 9
Winter Concert
Grade 7, 8
YHS auditorium

Dec. 10
Informance
Grade 6
YHS auditorium

Mar. 10
Pre-Festival Concert
Grade 8
WMS cafeturium

Mar. 12 or 13
Festival
Grade 8
TBA

Apr. ??
Spring Concert
Grade 6, 7, 8
TBA

May 31
Memorial Day Parade
Grade 7, 8
Ypsilanti (Recreation Park)

One last note to parents, please be an advocate for the growth of young musicians and have your children play their instrument for you every week and that they practice daily.  With your help, this could be one of the best experiences your kids have in middle school.

- Mr. Kazmierski, WMS Band Director

Ypsilanti High School Bands

Celebrating Our

75th Anniversary

Watch for forthcoming details!

Burger King

Nights Return

T

he YHS Jazz Band will soon resume their monthly performances at the Burger King on Ellsworth Road (in front of Wal-Mart).  They will perform at 4:00 and 6:00 on the third Tuesday of each month starting on November 17th.  The YBA receives a percentage of the inside sales between 4-7 p.m. on those nights.  Bring your whole family and enjoy the music!

Forthcoming dates:

November 17


February 16

December 15


March 16

January 19


April 20


- Adella Harden, 487-4131



(Hardena@aadl.org)




