
Report on Windbreaker Jerkins





Letter to Winston Churchill



Carl G. Breitenbach, of the United States Navy, assistant in naval science and 
tactics at the University.  This was the first jacket made by the Ann Arbor group 
of women who have joined in the movement to supply them to British seamen 
and coast guard.  Mrs. Charles E. Koella, chairs the committee that meets every 
Wednesday from 2 to 5:30, at her apartment the Cutting, 709 S. State Street.  (Ann 
Arbor News, April 8, 1941)



Inspecting the first windbreaker jerkin for women in the British Service.  From 
left, Mrs. Charles E. Koella, Mrs. John N. Stalker of Grosse Pointe Shores, and 
Mrs. Carl Dahlstrom.  The jackets may be seen in the windows of the Elizabeth 
Dillon Shop, the C. J. Hutzel Shops, Jacobson’s, and Slater’s Book Store,  also at the 
Michigan league and at the Women’s Exchange in the Nickels Arcade, where the 
woman’s jacket is shown.  (Ann Arbor News, Thursday, October 2, 1941)



These jackets are made interestingly.  The cloth for the linings is contributed by various firms 
and individuals in Detroit – the headquarters of all the groups – and is sent to the Coveral 
Manufacturing Company in Detroit to be cut into the required shapes.  Each jacket has three 
pieces – a back an the two halves of the front.

The leather is supplied by the Hudson Motor Car Company – they have contributed more 
than 19 tons since last year – and consists of od scrap of new leathr.

Each worker receives a paper bag containing seven pound of leather scraps and two complete 
linings.  She must then buy her thread, machine-stitch the leather onto the lining in a crazy-
quilt style and sew the three parts of the jacket together.  When this has been completed, she 
sends each jacket plus 18 cents to Detroit where it is sent on to New York and from there to 
England.  The 18 cents covers the cost of mailing and shipping the jackets.

In England they are distributed among the seamen, ambulance drivers, aviators and others 
who must be out-of doors in cold an raw weather.  The Norwegians plying the coast of Scotland 
also have received them.  

Notes to future wearers, along with gum, cigarettes, hard candies and trinkets of all sorts are 
often put into the pockets

Mrs. Pillsbury, in telling about the part she plays in all this, explained that many war-relief 
organizations have a social as well as a work side to them but that this one is not of that type.  
“Each of us sits at home at her own sewing machine, thinking her own thoughts,” she said, 
“and I think it shows that although our group is not so large, its members are most sincere in 
being willing to continue working in this way.” (The Sorosis News Feb 1942)

American servicemen in London receive Windbreaker Jerkins



From left to right:  Mrs. John N. Stalker of Grosse Point Shores and Mrs. Hermon H. 
Sanderson, of Detorit, (founders of the groups making windbreaker jackets and Mrs. 
Charles E. Koella, (chair of the Ann Arbor group) and Mrs. Walter B. Pillsbury.  In  
celebration of the first anniversary of the groups, the women are inspecting the 50th 
jacket made by Mrs. Watler B. Pillsbury.  (Ann Arbor News, thursday, March 26, 1942)



Mrs Roosevelt, at right, on her most recent trip to London. 
(The Michigan Daily, January 21, 1943)





Mayor Leigh J. Young models one of the windbraker jackets.  Mrs. Charles E. Koella 
(left) chair of the Ann Arbor unit, and Mrs. Walter B. Pillsbury (right), a member 
of the group since it was organized, and who made more than 200 jerkins in the 
first two years of the project. (Ann Arbor News, Friday, March 10, 1943)


