COMMUNITY PSYCHOLOGY

Working with the Decennial Census
WORKING WITH REFERENCE MAPS
1. Logon to American Factfinder using MOZILLA: http://factfinder.census.gov/
2. Click on ADDRESS SEARCH

a. Type in one of the five addresses you’ve been given

	Name
	Address
	Tract Number

	New St. Paul Tabernacle
	15362 Southfield
Detroit 48223
	5422

	Bagley Elementary School
	8100 Curtis
Detroit 48221
	5386

	Latino Family Services
	3815 W. Fort Street
Detroit 48216
	5235

	Delray Neighborhood House
	420 Leigh
Detroit 48209
	5237

	Delray United Action Council
	7914 W. Jefferson
Detroit 48209
	5236

	
	
	


b. Press GO.

c. When search results come back, highlight Block Group. Press OK.

d. When those results come back, click on link to Reference Map.
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e. Zoom out one level to 2.8 miles.
f. Click on Boundaries and Features (upper lefthand side of screen).
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g. Take two check marks off of Block. Update the map.

h. Use the hand at the top of the screen to move the map around.

i. Choose your neighborhood’s tract and block groups.  Write them down for a later exercise.
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3.      Click on GEOGRAPHY breadcrumb at top of screen to do another search
a. Change to NAME search

b. Select state; type in name of city; search

c. Highlight area of search result; show results

d. Click on Boundaries and Features (upper lefthand side of screen).

e. Click ON both boxes for census tracts and block groups.  Update.

f. Press plus to zoom in if you can’t read all of the tract numbers you want.

4. EXERCISE: determine the census tract and block group numbers for the 

neighborhood where you grew up. 
BASIC DATA RETRIEVAL
1. Click on MAIN to get back to the main American Factfinder screen.

2. Click on Data Sets to get the 2000 Decennial Census screen.
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3. Highlight circle next to Summary File 3; then click on Detailed Tables

4.   Under Geography, make sure LIST geography is chosen

a. Census tracts - Michigan - county - Tracts 5238-5242 or 
whatever your neighborhood requires – ADD.
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b. Then Place – Michigan Detroit city - ADD



c.  Then County – Michigan Wayne county – ADD



Next
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4. Make sure you are in the Show All Tables Mode
a. Select table P6 – highlight – What’s this



b. ADD Table 6



Highlight P7 – Add



Show Result
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5. Click on the Print/Download Button and download the data to your desktop 

 using the Excel format.  

a. Rename your file so you don’t download over it the
second time.

b. Save the file to your IFS space by using a drag and drop to the L: drive

      or by opening MFILE (http://mfile.umich.edu/).
6. Use the Tables breadcrumb to get back to the Table selection.  Highlight and

      remove Tables P6 and P7.  Add Table P10.  Show table. 
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EXERCISE:  Make sure you save the results of your table to the desktop.  Play

Around with Tables P146A-P146I to see if race makes any difference in family structure.
ADDITIONAL TABLES IN SUMMARY FILE 3
1. Go back to TABLES using the breadcrumb.

a. If you were using the same geography for your exercise, you should be okay.

b. If you changed geography, use the breadcrumb to go back to GEOGRAPHY and reselect what you want.

        2.  Choose SUBJECT search.

3. Page down the box and highlight SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

  AND EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT. Press Search.

4. Highlight P37. Add. Show result.
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EXERCISE:  Look at Table P87 to determine overall poverty in your area. Does it vary by race?  See Tables P159A-I.  OR try doing a search for another subject.

SUMMARY FILE 4 FOR DETAILED ANCESTRY
1. Use breadcrumb to get back to the main screen.

2. Choose Data Sets/Summary File 4/Detailed Tables.

3. If the computer has saved your geography, click on next.  If not,

choose it again.

            4.  Do a subject search for poverty. Choose PCT142.
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4. Use the Racial Group tab to add a table on Mexican. Use the Ancestry Group tab to choose Arab.  SHOW RESULT.
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IF YOU DON’T’HAVE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD COMPLETELY IDENTIFIED, USE THE MAIN TRACT NUMBER, DETROIT AND WAYNE COUNTY FOR ALL OF THE EXERCISES
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