“I’m looking for…” Answers with Census Resources
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Resources from today’s workshop and additional guidance can be found at: 

Government Documents Website: http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/hiscenpub.html 


Census Toolkit: http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/census2/centool.pdf. Summary File Descriptions on pgs. 2-3.
	Online Census Resources

	Online Service
	Decades Covered
	Geographies Available
	Map Difficulty
	Complex Queries
	Speed
	Topical Coverage and Other Notes

	American FactFinder
	1990-2000
	Large list
	Medium
	Excellent
	Medium
	· probably the most flexible route

· when unsure of variables, easy access to Census Bureau glossary

· many ways to download information

	Social Explorer
	1940-2000
	US, State, County, Census Tract, Congressional District (2000 only)
	Easy
	Poor
	Quick
	· public version has gaps in coverage
· variables are predefined, don’t always stay consistent over decades

· very limited data

· only downloadable in MS Excel

	NHGIS
	1790-2000
	Only US, State, and County until 1910. 1910 onward larger lists
	Hard
	Very Good
	Slow
	· service can be slow or disrupted at times
· many ways to download information

· must have an account (free)



	Historical Census Browser
	1790-1960
	State, County, no US totals)
	Easy
	Mediocre
	Quick
	· quick comparison over decades


