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1940 Questionnaire—Population
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Instructions to Enumerators

In order to make the census as complete as possible, enu-
merators were provided with several kinds of schedules
(not reproduced here) for use in obtaining information
about nonresidents who might not be reported at their
homes, transients, new occupants of then vacant living
quarters, absent households, etc. A “household” was
defined in terms of “one set of cooking facilities or house-
keeping arrangements.”

With regard to race, the only change from 1930 was that
Mexicans were to be listed as White unless they were defi-
nitely Indian or some race other than White.
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There were detailed rules for completing the employment
portion of the schedule (cols. 21-31) and for coding col-
umn 30 on the basis of the occupation entered in column
28.

Veteran status (col. 39) was extended to peacetime service
as well as during wars and expeditions.

Enumerators carried a supply of a separate report form,
P-16, which persons unwilling to give income information
verbally could use. The completed form was to be inserted
in an accompanying envelope, sealed, and given to the
census taker for mailing.

It should be noted that questions 35 through 50 were
asked only of a 5-percent sample of the population.
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1940 QUESTIONNAIRE—CENSUS OF OCCUPIED

DWELLINGS

(23 1/2" X 19,” printed on two sides, space for 15 entries
on each side, reverse side identical except that the lines
were numbered 16 to 30; yellow stock)
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