LESSON 1

THE SANSKRIT ALPHABET
The Sanskrit alphabet is organized as follows, reading from
left to right:

Vowels (when not combined with consonants)

q a Ma Ti g1 I u %

i
E T @1
Te Sﬁ'o "3,' ai 3]'?' au
Consonants (with inherent vowel @)

Velar: &% ka d kha I ga ¥ gha & na
Palatals: o ca & cha o ja 2] jha o] fia
Cerebrals: d ta S tha g da % dha U na
Dentals: d ta g tha q da g dha  na
Labials: T pa R pha W ba ¥ bha H ma
Semivowels: q ya ¥ ra 9 la qd va
Sibilants:  sa ¥ sa H sa
Aspirate: @ ha
(Add-on signs:) - m (anusvara) ¢ h (visarga)

S ' (avagraha) - the apostrophe
{used to indicate a lost *a’ sound)

Below is a guide to pronunciation of the respective Sanskrit
sounds for native speakers of American English. It should be

kept in mind that these are only approximate equivalents.

The vowels above should be pronounced as follows:

a - like the a in organ or the u in cut.

i - like the a in car, held twice as long as short a.

i - like the {1 in chin.

i - like the ee in week, held twice as long as short i.



u - like the % in bush.

i - like the # in rule but held twice as long as short .

r - like the » in »im, (regionally as ri).

by - like the ree in reed, (regionally as roc in root).

1 - like I followed by r (7).

e - like the e in they.

a - like the ai in aisle.

0 - like the o in go.

au - like the ow in how.

m (anusvé@ra) - before pause, pronounced like m, hy
contextually changes like n in bingo, punch, and mint,

h {visarga) - a final h-sound: ak is pronounced like gha

The consonants are pronounced as follows:

k - as in kick jh - as in hedgehog

kh - as in Eckhart fi - as in canyon

g - as in give t - as in {ub

gh - as in dig-hard th - as in light-heart

n - as in sing d - as in dove

c - as in chair dha - as in red-hot

ch - as in ol - as rna {(prepare to say
staunch-heart the r and say na).

j - as in joy

Cerebrals are pronounced with tongue to roof of mouth, but the
following dentals are pronounced with tongue against teeth:

t - as in tub but with tongue against teeth.
th - as in light-heart but with tongue against teeth.
d - as in dove but with tongue against teeth.
dh - as in red-hot but with tongue against teeth.

- as in nut but with tongue between teeth.
P - as in pipe 1 - as in light
ph - as in upkhill (not f) v - as in wine



b - as in bird § (palatal) - as in the s in

bh - as in rub-hard German word sprechen
m - as in mother s (cerebral) - as the sh in
y - as in yes crashed

r - as in ran h - as in home

3. All vowels are considered to be voiced sounds and do not have
aspiration. In the following c¢hart, the term ‘voice’ refers to
a sonorous vibration, while the term ‘aspiration’ refers to a
rush of air. The characters %, %, and I, refer to nasal
counter parts of », v, and I The phonetic analysis of Sanskrit

consonants is as follows:

Point of Stops Semi- Sibilants
Articul- Vowels
ation
-Voice +Voice +Voice +Voice -Voice
-Asp +Asp -Asp +Asp -Asp -Asp +Asp +Asp
+Nasal

Velar k kh g agh n h k
Palatal ¢ ch g ik fi Yy §
Cerebral ¢ th d dh n T s
Dental ¢ th d dh n Ui s
Labial D ph b bh m oD

4. The following character charts provide a clear view of the basic
calligraphic shapes of the Devanagari letters, which are tradi-
tionally written with a pen with a slanted tip. There are minor
regional differences in the shapes of Devanagari characters, and the
shapes in these charts, as well as the shapes of Devanagari
characters in the rest of this book, are close to the typography of
the well known Nirnayasagara Press of Bombay.
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Add-on Vowel signs

consonant X by itself

x[
Tx
Xl
&

xT
xI

dd-on signs for m and &
+

X

= AR U L

g

X.
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Consonant+Vowel Combinations (Exceptions marked with “*'):

5.

lm.
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m*éﬂﬁ?ﬁéﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ??ﬁéﬁéﬁ#ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁiéédﬁé?
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Consonant Clusters

When two or more consonants occur successively without
any intervening vowels, the consonants are written in a
conjoined form.

In writing these conjoined forms, there are two princi-

ple ways:
1) Horizontal clusters: cee
2) Vertical clusters: g l

Horizontal clusters are read from left to right, and
vertical clusters are read from top to bottom. By conven-
tion, certain combinations are always written as horizontal
clusters or as vertical clusters, while certain combinations
are written either way.

The rules for making consonant clusters depend mostly on
whether the first consonant has a verticle line from top to
bottom or a short central stem from which the character is
suspended.

1) In a horizontal cluster, the final verticle lines of all
but the last consonant are dropped, and then the remain-
ing parts are joined together. Examples:

9 + ¥ = ° + ¥ = oF
 + 4 = © + Hd = 9
qd + q + 9 c+¥F+d =

2)  Characters suspended from a central stem have several
forms. Doubling such a character is wusually done by
putting a truncated version of the sign beneath the full
one, as in the examples below.

4 + & = ¥
9 + © = 7
2 + % = &
g + & = g (or v3)
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3)

4)

Other combinations are handled in varicus ways.

¢ + A = &9
T + ¥ = "

d + 7 = ™
F + d = dd

When o is the second character in a consonant cluster,
it may be written either below or after the first conso-
nant.

g

+

H
I

Horg
3-'('501'%

1T + 3

Special forms: ¥ and ¥
a. For ¥ a special combining form is generally used.
Alternatively, ¥ may be used.

g + I = Wor™
T + & = Woa’P
T+ T = 4 (but not I)

b. ¥ has several combining forms, depending on its
position in the syllable and on the character it
combines with.

(i) Following another consonant:
a) Consonants with a vertical line. The ¥
is represented by an oblique line as in

the following examples.

9 + T = W pra
P + v = # kra
q + 3 = &  bra

Note these special forms:
qd + ¥ = A tra
§ + ¥ = B kra

b) Consonants with a central stem. The ¥ is
represented by the sign ~ put below the
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consonant,

T + T = g tra
g + ¥ = g dra
Note exception:

q + v = 9 dra

(ii} Preceding a syllablefinal consonant. The T
is represented by a curve put over the follow-
ing consonant and its vowel sign. If the
vowel sign extends above the top bar, the
curve goes to the right of the vowel sign.

¥ + ¥H = §  rma
T + @ = a4  rva
T + a = g rve
T+ # = @B rko

List of Consonant Clusters

k-ka
k-kha
k-ca
k-na
k-ta
k-t-ya
k-t-ra
k-t-r-ya
k-t-va
k-na

AHYAS

E!

k-n-ya
k-ma
k-ya

3

k-ra

THEINHYNY

k-r-ya
k-la

33
34



k-va
k-v-ya
k-sa
k-g-ma
k-s-ya
k-g-va

kh-ya
kh-ra

g-ya
gra
g-r-ya

gh-na
gh-n-ya
gh-ya
ghra

n-ka
n-k-ta
f-k-t-ya
n-k-ya
n-k-sa
n-k-g-va
n-kh-ya
h-ga
n-g-ya
n-gha
n-gh-va
n-gh-ra
n-na
n-na
n-ma
n-ya

dd T8I ¥y AF AJFSGY S

sy W

=y

=

‘Ejﬁ‘ﬁﬂ‘ﬁ%iﬁ%

gl Rk it
oy

—
w



c-ca
c-cha
c-ch-ra
c-fia
c-ma
c-ya

ch-ya
ch-ra

J-ja
j-jha
j-na
j-fi-ya

j-ma
J-ya

jra

j-va

fi-ca
fi-c-ma
fi-c-ya
fi-cha
fi-)a

fi-j-ya

t-ya

th-ya
th-ra

d-ga
d-g-ya
d-gha
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d-gh-ra
d-ma

d-ya

dh-ya
dh-ra

n-ta
n-tha
n-da
n-d-ya
p-d-ra
n-d-r-ya
p-dha
n-na
n-ya
n-va

t-ka
t-k-ra
t-ta
t-t-ya
t-t-ra
t-t-va
t-tha
t-na
t-n-ya
t-pa
t-p-ra
t-ma
t-m-ya
t-ya
t-ra
t-r-ya
t-va
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t-sa
t-s-na
t-s-n-ya

th-ya

d-ga
d-g-ra
d-gha
d-gh-ra
d-da
d-d-ya
d-dha
d-dh-ya
d-na
d-ba
d-bha
d-bh-ya
d-ma
d-va
d-ra
d-r-ya
d-va
d-v-ya

dh-na
dh-n-ya
dh-ma
dh-ya
dh-ra
dh-va

n-ta
n-t-ya

n-t-ra
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n-da
n-d-ra
n-dha
n-na
n-pa
n-p-ra
n-ma
n-ya
n-sa

p-ta
p-t-va
pna
p-pa
p-ma
p-ya
p-ra
p-la
p-va
p-sa
p-s-va

b-gha
b-ja
b-da
b-dha
b-na
b-ba
b-bha
b-bh-ya
b-ya
b-ra
b-va

bh-na

1 gogyegugsad A4499999494 HUHAHULAA
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bh-ya
bh-ra
bh-va

m-na
m-pa
m-p-ra
m-ba
m-bha
m-ma
m-ya
m-ra
m-la

m-va

y-ya
y-va

l-ka
l-pa
l-ma
l-ya
1-1a
l-va
l-ha

v-na
v-ya
v-ra

v-va

§-ca
§-c-ya
§-na

§-va

4
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§-ra
§-r-va
i-la
§-va
§-v-ya
§-8a

s-ta
s-t-ya
$-t-ra
§-t-r-ya
s-t-va
s-tha
s-th-ya
$-na
§-n-ya
§-pa
§-p-ra
g-ma
§-ya
s-va
s-ka
s-kha
s-ta
s-t-ya
s-t-ra
s-t-va
s-tha
s-na
s-n-ya
s-pa
s-pha
8-ma

s-m-ya
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s-ya o
s-ra q
s-va ¥
s-sa (23
h-na &
h-na &8
h-ma |
h-ya |
h-ra g
h-la g
h-va &
8.  Punctuation
1) To represent a single consonant, a short oblique line i
drawn from the lower right point of the letter
79%%
2) The end of a sentence is indicated by a single vertical
line.
TET 98 B |
3) In modern editions of Sanskrit texts, most types of
English punctuation will be found: , : ?
Exercises
1) Write the series of the following:
q y 3 y a b H ¥ PT ) g
2) Write the romanized words below in devanagari, and put the

words in Devanagari into romanization:
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ramena Tksati

kamalam jiianam
daruna Saknoti
vanayoh vratyasya
matrnam prajiiabhyam
jalaih krtsnam
ausadham svapnebhyah
oghah §rotranam
iha katyayanah
itih vaksyati
ikarah = d
ga IeTHA
TN ST
U ST

gH: m

Write the following in devanagari:

1} kena margena bhoh svimin dehi brahmamayo bhavet,
tvam krpam kuru me svamin namimi caranau tava.

2)  gurudarsitamargena manahguddhim tu karayet,
anityam khandayet sarvam, yat kificidatmagocaram.
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3)  kasiksetram tannivasoe jAhnavi caranodakam,
gurur vive§varah saksit tarakam brahma nidcitam.
4)  laukikat karmano yanti jfhiana-hind bhavarnavam,
jiidni tu bhivayet sarvamp karma niskarma yat krtam.
5) pindam kim tu mahfdeva padam kim samuddhrtam,
ripatitam ca rupam kim etadakhyahi Sankara.

4) Transcribe the following into Roman script:

AT JIETIaaeT T AYFaST WA |

T ANTEH: A=A TA=aeT Fd: AT | |

gi=mam & awal a=tsgadiaa |

g gId WF argatHa T o

qeTEeT HeTarel fordtary ada
gigamiisn e war wfafsar

70 o qEyaTET qe Aetd S
P ENE R R EEUR GG R R
HIEAOEESHIAE JYFATT: Fiaw=a T5q |

d5d W1 4 Wiagl=d g4 q AT-dqTd T HESHET | |
NAf=d TAEARA: FSIRAAAT R ASta=1 a: |
FIEAT: HeJeTT: WHIET: T@WTT TaY TETI@I o 1 |
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