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The Project
“Below the Line: The Feuilleton & Modern Jewish Cultures” is 
an ongoing collaborative project in Judaic Studies with 
scholars from U-M, MSU, OSU and contributors from all over 
the world. It aims to foster research into the feuilleton, a 
popular form of writing in newspapers in the 19th and early 
20th centuries. The project, funded by the NEH (National 
Endowment for the Humanities), was originally conceived as a 
series of international conferences and workshops. Due to the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the focus of the project 
became creating an online collection of feuilletons in Omeka S.

Challenges and Solutions

Lessons Learned
● What kinds of projects are best suited for Omeka S:

○ Digital collections with light narration
● Omeka S is not well suited for:

○ Long-form journalism
○ Digital editions
○ Fully custom-built websites
○ Blogging
○ Podcasting
○ Exhibitions
○ Long-term preservation of digital materials

● Skills and resources needed to create an Omeka S project:
○ For more advanced projects: PHP (for customization), HTML, 

CSS, GitLab (for version control and file management)
○ For all projects: metadata, image editing, research data 

workflow

1. The rapid shift in project goals and scope required a new project plan
● Co-directors and web developer assumed various project management 

roles.
● We developed a workflow and tools for collecting, reviewing, and editing 

data.

2.  Omeka S can store metadata only as plain text

● We created HTML templates for complex fields (e.g., article with 
footnotes).

● These pieces of content are being stored in the database as media files.

3.  Media files are not searchable in Omeka S

● Plain-text abstracts and keywords were added to each item to improve 
searchability.

4.  Omeka S is built for data storage and not for display

● A graphic designer was hired to create a unique look-and-feel for the 
website.

● We customized the Omeka S Default theme to implement this design.
● We developed a structured process for entering data to ensure its proper 

representation on the website.

5.  Omeka S cannot store independent images (and other media files) through  
the administrative web interface; all media must be associated with an item

● “Fake” logos and items were used to store independent, illustrative 
images.

6.  The project relies on custom-made theme and templates and creative 
workarounds, which makes it less sustainable

● Web developer wrote a detailed manual that describes all phases of the 
project and includes step-by-step instructions and templates.
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