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COINTELPRO ® RAIL organizes regular educational ®
against the Black Panther Party + films, lectures and other events. .
e All are open to the public. °
Throughout the life of the Black Panthery For more'”fo'rm/agolﬁi_ MIMraill M
, . . . Party, the FBI directed COINTELPROs toe WWW-€text.org/Politics railf. o
The FBI S Contlnl*“ng war agalnSt aCtIVISm discredit and disrupt the work of the BPP. IrI LT ’
) [ ]
September of“1968, an I_:BI memo referred Upcoming events on the Black Panther :
by Ann Arbor RAIL tq thg BPP as “the most v_|oIence-prone orge! Party and COINTELPRO: M
(Revolutionary Anti-Imperialist League) nlza_tlon. of all the_ extremist groups now op-e °
erating in the United State$The so-called § Wednesday, January 20. 7pm .
violence of the Black Panther Party was The Black Panther Party o
[Egitor’Sfi]ilerAlL ) ot st gressive and revolutionary leaders and orgg@ridely known among the Black nation ther®  Film showing and discussion [
or a tuller experience, make these supstitutions ... - - . . . f
(1) For"U." read 0.8, nizations. COINTELPRO has been used tand among all students of BPP history today ~Michigan Union, Parker Room M
(2) For*America” read “Amerikkka” or “Amerika’, infiltrate, split and smash various Blackig include publishing an independent newse® .
(3) For “Black Panther Party” read “Maoist BPP".] Puerto Rican, Chicano, First Nation and antbaper; serving daily free breakfasts to schoa Monday, January 25. 7pm _ :
imperialist or izati Th hehi . - . . . The FBI's War On Black America
p ganizations. rougnchildren; running community medical clinicse® Film showina and discussion ]
COINTELPRO the FBI has harassed, wrongand grocery programs: and organizin anz - 9 ; ®
| am sorry that this court did not rule on the right NP grocery programs, 9 9 Michigan Union, Wolverine Room e
y g full . .
- : , - fully arrested, framed and imprisoned leadstaffing freedom schools so that Black chile .
side of history. But | am not surprised. Every time f1h e ts. Lead h : ) .
our nation has come to a fork in the roadWitherS 0 € peop'e’s movements. Leaders adéen could pursue education about their OWI' 0000000000000060000000

regard to race, it has chosen to take the path Jp€en murdered as a result of COINTELPRGistory during the summers.
compromise and betrayal. On October 29th Operations. This program intensely repressed The FBI further planned to “create fac-
1998, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court commithe people’s movements in the 1960s angbnalism between not only the national lead-
ted a collective crime: it damned due process1970s and continues today. ers but also local leaders, [and to take] steps REFERENCES
strangled the fair trial, and raped justice. Through COINTELPROSs, the FBI hasig neutralize all organizational efforts of the
-Mumia Abu-Jamal, filled thick files on activists and activities of BPP as well as create suspicion amongst th&/IM Notesno. 155, 2/1/98.
ol Greogntg‘;';:;fgsa\'/\t/gygnr:;‘g::gq g:i‘g/g'l% the BPP, the American Indian Movemenfeaders as to each others [sic] sources of fiNational Committee to Free Puerto R
’ ’ §AIM), and the far less radical Committee imances, suspicion concerning their respective  Prisoners of War and Political Prison
Solidarity with the People of El Salvadorspouses and suspicion as to who may be co- prpowpp@aol.com
(CISPES), to name a very select fewgperating with law enforcementThis FBI- 2 Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wagent
framed for killing a Philadelphia cop Fram--COINTELPRQS include information gather-induced factionalism was central to sending  of Repressionpp. 364-370.
: ; . ' o ing through wiretapping and other means afos Angeles BPP leader Geronimo ji JagaWard Churchill and Jim Vander Wallhe
ing Mumia for this murder has been nothinge, et syryeillance, and infiltration of targeypratt) to prison for 27 years. In a flagrantly ~ COINTELPRO Papers: Documents fi
more than retaliation for his revpluthnaryorganizations by paid informants.jjlegal move, the FBI successfully encouraged the FBI's Secret War Against Disser
politics. Prior to his framing and Imprison- ¢4 NTE PROS also include disruptive tacthe Los Angeles police to remove Geronimo the United State¢Boston: South Er
ment, Mumia was a member of the Maoistics ke forging inter- and intra-organiza-as an organizing force by pinning an unsolved ~ Press, 1990), p. 124.

Black Panther Party (BPP), and then ag,na| communications. murder on him. ¥ 5The COINTELPRO Paperp. 125.
award-winning journalist who has consis-

tently publicized police brutality and other
forms of oppression. Amerikkka desperatelyc 0INTELPRO

wants t_o kill Mur_ma not only to silence his against Puerto Rican independence
revolutionary voice but also for the psycho-

logical warfare effect this would have on theDuring the 1980s, the Fuerza Armadas de

colonized Black Nation. His case examplifies, ., .~ .01 Nacional (FALN) and other or-

the lengths to which the U.S. criminal "MUS-ganizations devoted to Puerto Rican indepen-
tice system will go to suppress political

. . X dence were targeted by some of the FBI's
struggle in the internal colonies.

RAIL aqrees with Mumia’s assessmentmOSt intense covert operations. Puerto Rican
g : activists and the general public suffered mas-

that every time this country has come to %ive raids led by the FBI. Fifteen indepen-

decision oniits relations with its internal colo- . - " oo ders and activists ac-

nies, it has chosen the route of Oppression «oq of bogus charges of seditious con-

over justice. The prisons system that nov%piracy and membership in the FALN remain

Z?’r?eeria%l:igéﬁ:a{tsiog?:osufehss?;r?rlr;\pllggg n prison to this day—serving sentences rang-
PP ' ing from 35 to 105 years.

the number of Blacks in U.S. prisons and jails Oscar Lopez Rivera is one of these pris-

surpassed the number of whites. Blacks are ors. Arrested in 1981 he is serving a 70-

now more than 50% of the prisons popula- . .
tion in this country while they remain 12% year sentence in U.S. prisons. He and the other

of the general population movement_leaders haye been squectgd to

The grossly dispropc;rtionate numbers“psychologlcgl or physmal abuse, mcludmg
of Blacks in prison shows that this countryassaU|t’ multiple strip search_es, body—cav!ty
. . searches, and extended periods of isolation
is happy to use prisons as a tool of grou

. . i Bnd sensory deprivatiod.”
social control. For America this is preferable The campaign that put Oscar,

to building educational programs so thatAlejandrina Torres, Ricardo Jimenez and

more people could go to collgge,_or bUIIdIngother Puerto Rican independentistas in prison
jobs that are not based on militarism and e)iiegan as early as 1960. The COINTELPROS

ploitation. The FBI's Counter-Intelligence . . , .
. ) included massive surveillance and physical
Program (COINTELPRO), which was InStru'violence. Independentista Juan Mari Bras

mhental In framlmg fl\/lumla Apu—JamaI, S€V€Sound that there were 75 volumes of FBI sur-
the same goals of oppression. veillance records on his activities alone. His
file included FBI discussion of how to help
Bras have a fatal heart attack. FBI actions on
the occupied island of Puerto Rico culminated
in 1985 with paramilitary actions. RAIL joins

independentistas in questioning the U.S.

COINTELPRO began in 1956 as a coordiqyernment's authority to conduct such cam-
nated effort by the FBI to undermine the

. paigns against activists and to occupy and
Communist Party USA. COINTELPRO sub- control Puerto Rican territofy.

sequently intensified its attacks against pro-

Mumia Abu-Jamal is on death row today,

COINTELPRO
destroying anti-imperialist struggles



