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In writing about Y2K, | want to stress the impor-

tance it has for everyone. Y2K is not something that
affects only the poor and hungry as do many of the
issues middle class progressives are concerned about.
Y2K has the potential to profoundly change the lives
of all of us regardless of economic status. It will affect
CEO's, high officials in government, stock brokers, cor-
porations and the economic/political system as a
whole. It is the perfect opportunity for forward-think-
ing people in Michigan to organize for a real change
in social power structures. Institutions, large and small,
including major corporations and government agen-
cies are in big trouble and we now have the chance to
build something new. Now is the time to create a new
society based on principles of peace, justice and
sustainability.
Second, | believe it is very important for community
leaders and members in Ann Arbor to take a compas-
sionate approach to problem solving and solutions.
Some people will not be able to organize fast enough
or will not have the resources to do so. We must reach
out to one another as the date approaches, working
with neighborhood and community groups to ensure
that everyone gets their needs met.

Talking to people about Y2K in a friendly man-

Several communities in the U.S. have organized ~ The predominant view of city officials is that
or are in the process of organizing themselves féfi€ risk of long-lasting, widespread Y2K-relatecher is a vital first step in organizing our community. |
Y2K contingencies: Medford, Oregon Boulderfailures is small, but that the dangers of bad prepae to Jerusalem Garden almost every day for lunch

i i and talk with people there about the issue. Places like
County, Colorado, Portland, Oregon, and otheréation could be big. J Garden are our community centers. | urge people to

Ann Arbor really ought to be among them. Here If everyone hoa_m!s cash and gaso"ne’_ fQleek out other community centers and talk to people
are notes on Portland, which could serve as mogxample, the risk of injury from burglary or fire about Y2K. Itis imperative that we start getting to know
els for us. is “probably significantly greater” than break-each other better and that we engage in Y2K discus-
downs of bank ATMs or electrical failures, ac-Sions as soon as possible. Even if we experience no

: reakdown in the distribution of our goods and ser-
Cordm_g to the draft preparedness docu_ment' vices, and all we encounter is a “bur?]p in the road”

City officials sought out Global Action Plan peginning January 1st, 2000, it is at the very least emo-
after founder David Gershon recently unveiled higonally necessary for us to communicate our fears of

e : . i shCcommunity-organizing model in testimony beforghe worst-case scenario. This is not to say that we

The ambitious effort InClqdes 9rgamzmg neigh y- 9 | Y2Kg itt Glob |yA ti should dwell in our fears, but rather to air them out

borhoods to prepare for disruptions caused by tifecongressiona committee. &lobal ACUON g qqy 5o as 1o dissipate them. If you already know
B . y P y y

computer problem based in Woodstock, N.Y., has been under cCiihout the potential seriousness of this problem and

contract in Portland for the past three years tae convinced, you can skip to the next paragraph.

develop “Eco Teams,” small groups of householdEhose of you who are unaware or in denial, please

that work together to pool resources and redu&ﬁef’ reading. How do you know if you're in denial?
ou’re in denial if,

waste. ) 1) You dismiss the problem because it is only a

The Y2K model calls for expansion of thepossibility among many

2) You say you don't have time for Y2K

3) You say it won't affect you

Portland Drafts Plans for
Dealing With Y2K

By Steve Woodward ofhe Oregoniarstaff

This is not — repeat, not — a Y2K drill.

City officials are drafting ambitious plans to .
organize Portland’s 200,000 households int§C0O Team concept into groups of roughly 150
small, self-sufficient units, marshaled by pot.enhouseholds, or about 10 city blocks, each coordi- 2) You believe that “they” have fixed the problem
tially thousands of neighborhood leaders trainefated by a volunteer block leader. The approach sy voy are told by people in high positions of au-
to head off problems resulting from the Year 2008an also be adapted for individuals or for groupority that your food supply might be cut off for a “little
computer problem. other than neighbors. Each group will receive while” after the year 2000 hits and you do not react

. . ; ini ith complete terror.
If approved and executed beginning thigvorkbook and literature explaining the Year 200% Again, 1 stress the importance | feel this issue

spring, the effort would be one of the nation’s largtomputer problem, potential consequences _arp,qs for our community not only because of the very
est municipal Y2K preparedness efforts. appropriate ways to prepare for contingencieseal threat of infrastructure systems breaking down,
“We're taking this seriously,” Mayor Vera Because nobody knows how long any Y2K-rebutalso because the idea of social breakdown is pow-

Katz said Thursday. “The purpose is not to raisel@ted disruptions may last, residents will b@rg’ggdhgg"’grzs\fvﬁm%lﬁn‘;asg gg ij‘si‘gle?ﬁ,g ﬁgfﬁ{:ﬁg
tremendous amount of concern, but to be preparéaaChed on how to prepare for failures of bas({;lwn’s character to ignore social ailments anyway. We

for an emergency. It doesn't mean it's going t&ervices that last for 72 hours, two weeks and tWve a radical past. The seeds of that past are stil
happen.” months. here—buried and awaiting resurgence. They are in

Sortands approach, tough mammot iy Whatwe rave n ortan s ey nat e s e Bl i
scale, will try to walk a middle ground betweerfaking their charge seriously for taking care of the@? progressive student groups on campus. Now is the

doomsayers who predict social collapse an@itizens,” said Gershon, well known as a foundefme to start watering the seeds and watching our con-
naysayers who predict a colossal yawn on ‘]ar]lq_fl the 1986 First Earth Run, a global relay thadciousness and radicalism grow.

2000. became the largest project of the United Nations’  The flip side of the Y2K fear | am finding in my-

e ; ; “ i ; If, is the fear | have of true radicalism. | fear the
It's a wonderful opportunity for us to pre- International Year of Peace. *Portland is setting %(F;ssibility of slavery ending. | fear the idea of living in

pare citizens for any kind of natural disaster,” saifational precedent for how cities can prepare therBasio harmony with our environment. | don't believe

Katz, who rallied citizens to action during the 1996¢elves.” the world can ever really change for the better so |
floods. Other large U.S. municipalities lauded widelysettle for moderate reforms. | see myself as an iso-

. L . . i i i i lated individual rather than someone deeply intercon-
The City Council will be asked in coming for their Y2K preparations include San Dlegohected with others from all over the world. | chalk up

weeks to approve as much as $150,000 to finanbtontgomery County, Md.; and Boulder County,geas of serious revolution and profound transforma-

the outreach campaign, including a full-time pubCol0. ) tion to idealistic, wishy washy, “pie in the sky”, bleed-
lic information officer, a telephone-and-Internet  The City’s preparedness strategy would tackleg-heart liberal optimism. When I get like this, | know

referral network, a city Y2K Web site, outreactfne problem from two key directions: 1 am notliving by my true values. In my heart, | want to

! . - . . trive for ideals regardless of the outcome, but in some
materials and assistance from the Global Action ~ First, the city wants to become a one-stofcr place in me, | fear real change and | don't be-

Plan for the Earth, an international environment&ource of information on every phase of thE‘. Y 2Kieve humans have it in them to transform. | tell myself
organization that created the community-organizssue that could have a major impact on residentsat opression and hardship have always existed in
ing model. That would include not only the status of the City'§|uman societies so it inevitably will always be this way

With little more than 10 months left until the OWn $3 million Y2K repair effort but also the sta-
end of the 1900s, Portland citizens have been caus of other local services, such as utilities, public
ing City Hall with fears about the local powersafety, health care and transportation.
supply, food and water availability, emergency Second, the city wants to create a network of
services and other basic necessities. nowledgeable citizens who will lead others in

Many callers worry that “significant social Preparing their own households and neighbor-
breakdown is a distinct possibility,” according td0ods for potential disruptions in goods and ser-
a draft preparedness document that has been IC€s. ) . .
culating among city officials this month. Katz ~ To organize nearly half a million residents,
hears from residents who are unnerved by “rdhe city would enlist the aid of existing organiza-
mors, misinformation and speculation.” tions, from the city’s 93 neighborhood associa-

“They’re very surprised about how many Oftion_s to Boy Scout troops to schools, churches and
their friends are thinking in survivalist mode,” shesocial clubs. Oversight of the process would fall
said. to the city’s Office of Neighborhood Involvement,

The source of fear is the Year 2000 computé¥hich already oversees the neighborhood asso-
problem. Computers that use two-digit dates, sughations and community programs ranging from
as 99, may malfunction when the year rolls overime prevention to refugees to neighborhood me-
to 00. They may read the new year as 1900 ratHéiation. ) )
than 2000, resulting in consequences that Y2K  “My focus is on what's good, solid commu-
pundits argue could range from misdated reporfdty preparedness,” said Celia Heron, interim di-
to complete shutdowns of systems that contrégctor of thg Office of Neighborhood Involvement.
modern civilization’s vital functions. “The solution to the (Y2K) problem and many

others is neighborhood involvement.”
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Y2K: An Opportunity for Community Organizing
Around Transformational Politics
by Kristine Pettersen

and there’s nothing | can do to change such en-
trenched social patterns.

We, | mean the vast majority of AGENDA read-
ership, generally believe that it would be a wonderful
thing if we stopped racism, environment destruction
and social injustice. We romanticize the past so eas-
ily, wearing hippie clothes, yet deep down we don't
know what it truly means to be radical and we're afraid
to know. Our lives have become too comfortable for
the collective good in this historical moment. The
sooner we can get in touch with our basic values of
cooperation, social justice and peace, the better off
we'll be in responding to the possibility of major com-
puter failure around the world. “Think globally and act
locally” is a catchy phrase that many of us like to es-
pouse, but when it comes right down to it, we are ex-
tremely afraid of what that may mean.

Community is not about hanging out with folks
like us. It is about working in cooperation with people
who are different from us but have similar needs and
goals. Diversity abounds in our community and it is
time that we truly celebrate it and tap into its resources.
The only way we’ll make it through this is if we work
together, side by side, with people we wouldn’t nor-
mally choose to be around. | believe, in the end, that
personal, racial, religious, sexual, and political diver-
sity is necessary for our survival. And it is beautiful
too. There is a rainbow right here in Ann Arbor just
waiting to be noticed and appreciated on a more pro-
found level—on a Y2K level.

| believe that as the millennium approaches, we
are making paradigm shifts in our collective thought
patterns. This is scary to many people. But we must
move with the times if we don’t want to be swept away
by the wave. Other species adapt and evolve in times
of great environmental change as well. Changing our
patterns is a part of life. I'm thinking of the first am-
phibians who were living in tide pools by the ocean. If
some of them had not adapted and evolved to the
changing circumstances of their environment, they
would have been swept away by the waves. They never
would have made it out of the ocean and onto the
land. It is our turn to make such a leap in evolution. It
is written into our DNA to adapt to survive. We cannot
remain entrenched in old patterns that will not func-
tion for us in the near future. Just as the amphibians
did it, so must we. But making a leap takes a con-
scious effort on our parts to really carry the species to
the next level. This article is meant to be an invitation
to start the process here in our town.

I've been reading in the Utne reader’s Y2K guide
lately. There is a lot of good information in that little
orange booklet. I urge all Ann Arbor community activ-
ists and organizers to get a copy and to start imple-
menting the plans in there. The psychological conse-
quences and process outlined in the booklet are of
particular interest to me. It is important to allow our-
selves to go through the stages of denial, anger and
disbelief without harsh judgements about “overreact-
ing” as we move through this. The more we have our
feet firmly planted on the ground, the more relaxed
we are when problem solving, the more likely we will
act rationally and intelligently in the face of Y2K.

Finally, I'd like to say that | want to watch gar-
dens grow and people play in the park. | want to enjoy
myself and others. | want to share my love and be
loved. And | see these things being threatened by Y2K,
just like the white middle class activists of the 60’s felt
their very lives were being threatened by the Vietnam
War. We have come a long way since the navete of
the 1960’s and | believe it is imperative that we have a
political analysis behind our idealism. But we need to
imagine, just as they did, a new world, a better world,
a world of peace and beauty. A world where people
care about each other, help each other and under-
stand how deeply connected we are to one another.
In short, a world beyond Y2K.

Slowly but surely we can come to insights and
solutions together. The people of Ann Arbor are a good
people with a good history. Trusting ourselves, being
confident in ourselves as a community is going to re-
ally help us later on. Let's keep the dialogue open!
Come to Y2K meetings at Arbor Vitae above Wazoo
records on State Street at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday
March 4 and March 18.The address is 336 1/2 S. State.



