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Birth of The True:

Or, How to Become
An Arte Adminictrator
Without Meaning To

by Juen (sounde like “June”) Romanoff

“Necagsity ie the mother of invention”... or come-
thing like that. Out of the hearte and minde of two dumpster-
divin’, junk car-drivin” gjtle from the tust belt came the
multi-media art event of the decade. $/gckers, you say? |
don’t think co...

The time, January 1997; the place, a friend’s living
toom in downfown Ypei. [n the beginning, there were fwo
friends (Sherry Holland and yours truly), two cups of cof-
fae, and a catalog from “Women Make Movies”. How come
we haven’t seen any of thege filme? We spent formative
yeare in the darkened auditoriume on UM’s eampug, suck-
ing up image¢ and counde. Why hadn’t we heard of most of
thece women in leafy liberal Ann Atbor?” And how come
there’s nowhere fo see movieg in Ypei?’! (That google-plex
of a movie hougce that could double ac an aitport out by
Meijer doesn’t count.)

Well, we figured that if we’d like to cee thege filmg,
there had to be othere like us. We could rent them, find a
toom comewhete, and charge enough at the door to cover
the coct of the rental. Then we thought, ac long a¢ we'te
gonna show filmg, let’s include come vicual art. Most of
out friende were producing work that wae juet hanging out
in their hallwaye... let’s put it out there. Maybe gome
mugic, that'Il break thinge up a bit. We know comae mugik-
chike that'd dig thie ccene, let’s ack them. And hey, how

*bout come poete, you goita have poete. Are adminictra-
fore ware born....

But what'te we gonna call it? We don’t want to
compete with the other film fectival in town. Begideg, thic

wae more than just filme, thic wae a multi-media happen-

ing! At the time, for reacone that have been logt to me, | wag
all about Moneter Trucke. | wae grooving on Michigan,
bitthplace of the automobile, and full-up with Ypsi pride,
home for many of the makere of thoce care— the factory
workere. | just kept hearing thoga radio announcers in my
head... and that’c the genegic of our over-the-top redundant
nom de  guette "Blow-Out!  blow-out!
Exiravaganzalganzalganza!” We numbered it for the future,
put in *Women’e Film & Art” lect anyone think thie wag a
used-car sale (what with the Michigan Avenue address), and
there wa were— “branding” on a grace-roots level.

We inadvertently echeduled the 1et Blow-Out the came
weekand ac the other film factival— okay, co who ever caid
that being an are adminictrator comee eaey?— and we'd
been eure that our planning enafu would be the death knell
for our embryonic Extravaganza. Well, we had obviougly
come up with comething that wag needed on the ecene. Cuz
on opening nite... 4 line enaked out of The Green Room (a
moment of cilence, please...) and around the corner. Who
had ever heard of cuch a thing? In downtown Ypei€! Over
200 people jammed themselveg info that tiny little cpace.
Jo Serrapere and Lica Hunter played that nite. There wag a
crazy-infenge performance piece about Jon Benet Rameey
with a Bulgarian-mugic coundtrack. And films. Filme that
celebrated, come quietly and come with vigor, the ctoriee of
women’e lives. The cecond nite wae more mellow, with
poets, a film by Su Friedrich (a flach-and-blood guect of
thie year’s Blow-Out), and a gem of a band called “Bitch
and Animal.” A roucing cuccecs, we thought.
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Qo what do you do to fop that? Firet, you got a
home-grown magcot— Ragie the Videographer! Then you
form the Ypsilanti Video & Filmmakers” Guild, get a mini-
grant from the Wachtenaw Council for the Arte, and rent the
Rivercide Arte Center, of cource! The inimitable Joe Tiboni
wag our lead man there, and Barry LaRue provided invalu-
able cervicee ac our back-up ctage crew. We wanted more
vieual art thie time, co we hired Connie McKinney, artict
and gallery director extraordinaire. At leact 30 women
cubmitted their work. We got bande from Detroit and
Kalamazoo (Broadzilla and Stella, recpactively). Dyann
Logwood, co-founder of HUES Magazine, read a poem
che’d written ag an intro for one of the films. Carol Jacobeen,
filmmaker and activiet, presented “Clemency”, a film about
women cetving life centences for killing their abugive hue-
bande or boyfriende. We got backing from Common Lan-
guage Booketore, and Liberty Streot Video, and the Women'e
Qtudiee Department at EMU. If it ceeme like I'm name-
dropping, | am— it’s bad juju fo forget the movere and
chakete, both behind the eceneg and on the ctage. We had a
Jane Campion refrogpective, laughed with come Jodie Fos-
fer-worchippers, and got ingpired by Sarah Ogan Gunning,
an eatly profest cinger and an ingpiration for the burgeoning
American folk ccene. Diegemination of information by any
meang nececeary! Thic ic guerrilla arfe organizing, after all.

And co, the tradition continuee. Thic year, a loose
theme hag been establiched: Women Who Kick Buft For
Juctice! Art and activiem, 3 lively duo. Suean Ruma, a fan
of the firet two chows, joined the posse to head up an effort
to get teenage gitle participating in the gallery. Jennifer
Reeder will come from Chicago, bringing White Trach Gitl
into our midet, and Su Friedrich heade in from NYC to
chow 2 collection of her filme. Congresewoman Lynn Riv-
ore, Michigan Senator Alma Wheeler-Smith, and City of
Ypeilanti Mayor Cheryl Farmer confribute words of wie-
dom and encouragement. Jo Serrapere joing ug again, and
Lica Travic performe in her firet Blow-Out. Dancers, poete,
and of cource, fone of art and filme. Check out the echedule
hete, or vigit our website (http://webspineter.com/femonuke).

I left Ypei for Brooklyn, but many women have stepped
forward to pick up the clack, and | thank them for chating
the vicion, the blood, eweat and teats... oh, the drama of
an arfe administrator livee on! Come to Ypei, April 10™
and 11", for a total art meltdown! ]
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Women'’s Film & Art
Blow-Out Extravaganza

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Saturday April 10th
Introductions

Ypsilanti Mayor Cheryl Farmer
Michigan Senator Alma
Wheeler-Smith

Five Sweaty Women
“Guerrillas In Our Midst”

(35 minutes)

“Joan Mitchell: Portrait of an
Abstract Painter” (58 minutes)

Intermission

Lisa Travis

SuFriedrich retrospective
“The Ties That Bind”

(55 minutes)

“Rules of the Road”

(31 minutes)

Q&A with Su Friedrich
Deckie Alexander

Sunday April 11th
U.S. Congressmember
Lynn Rivers
Sandy Lawson’s
one-woman show
Sara Clarissa MCs The Poetry
Dyann Logwood, co-founder o
HUES magazine
“As | Remember It: A Portrait of
Dorothy West” (56 minutes)
“Evelyn Williams” (28 minutes)
Patrice Maurer
Indie films- “Pom”,
“Til Death Do Us Part”

Intermission

Jennifer Reeder

“White Trash Girl”

Q&A with Jennifer Reeder
JdSerrapere
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The Riverside Arts Center (RAC
is located at 76 N. Huron S

in downtown Ypsilanti,

one block North of Michigan Ave



