their Intervention? Eve ot Election,” E. Sciolino and E. Bronner, NY'T, What were these bourgeols politicians

14—AGENDA—MAY/JUNE 1999 Of course they are doing what they are doin@8 April 1999 [Title refers to November, 1998 USafraid of?

! I proceeding from their own, narrow self-interestsCongressional elections - T.O’D.]) On the one hand, Clinton and his NATO «

On the Left S ConfUSIOn The way to pose the issue is: Can there be some Clinton, Cohen, Albright and the entire blocknies were unwilling to face condemnation of
over US/NATO coincidence of interests in thiabth the progres- of Western powers chose to ignore the implicationsublic—after their abandonment of the Rwar
. . sive peoplesnd the US/NATO—for the present of Milosevic’s Operation Potkova which was popeople, and the abandonment of the Bosnian
Intervention in Kosovo at least—can want Milosevic stopped? sitioning Serb forces to carry out a massive springthers in recent years—if they now abandone

This coincidence, this exploitation of a greatime campaign against the Kosovars. An operatidfosovars and Milosevic carried out a massive
power’s self-interests by a national-democratisuch as Milosevic was preparing was somethingic cleansing campaign. So, he couldn’t just |

By Tom O’Donnell movement, so as to further its struggle against sortteat bombing alone clearly could not preventthe Balkans and the Kosovars to rot. How wol
other local or world power, is certainly not with-“Throughout the months of planning for a crisidook on the 50th anniversary of NATO for “I
Introduction out precedent. over Kosovo, a ranking officer in Brussels saiaredibility” if a “US-led NATO” couldn't stop

An appropriate historical analogy here wouldoday, the allies chose bombing because none lmfute like Milosevic from having his way with
; e to imagine the welcome which the world wouldhem were willing to take the risk of sending in théKosovars? But, on the other hand, given their c
sion gsa%pv?lﬁ; :Egtcgf?,rse;gsii%ﬂosdhgﬁﬂ ggg?lntfﬁéave given to US, British or French bombing 0f.00,000 to 200,000 troops that they thought inoral character, Clinton and his NATO crol
current crisis in Kosovo and US/NATO interven-RoYalist forces in Republican Spain in the 1930'swould take to keep the Serbs from having their wayere also unwilling to build up the ground for
tion. Positions in journals and on the net run quitg.he Leftdemandedhat the bourgeois democra-with the 1.8 million ethnic Albanians in the prov-necessary Fmeally m.ake. Milosevic think twic
a gamut. These include: warnings about the dafi€S come to the Republic’s rescue—but they dihce.” (“NATO Had Signs its Strategy Would Failabout any final solution in Kosovo, forces wt
gers NATO intervention poses to ‘international la ot. Only the Soviets aided the Republican Forcésosovars”, C. R. Whitney and E. Schmitt, NYT, would demonstrate thaeywere not playing.
and order’. insistence that ‘no one but the UN' ma@nd the Internationalist Brigades in fightingApril 1999, p. 1). _ _ simply was not worth it to them: Where were
intervene Gnder‘international law’, proclamation ranco’s fascism. This NYT article, of 1 April 1999, is one of immediate strategic interests to legitimize 10
that ‘only recognition of the right t’o self-determi- There are other precedents for the Left dethe most revealing to appear on events leading @00 thousand ground troops? One might ask:
nation’ and ‘not NATO’ will resolve matters. and. manding that the Western powers intervene to prés the US/NATO intervention. The article indictesabout an interest in standing up for the norrf
even. a denunciation of the Kosovars’ mO\’/eme’ rve the norms of bourgeois civilization. Perhapsow unwilling the US/NATO were to really standcivil society established with the victory over
for béing ‘cultural-nationalist’ and ‘as reactionaryt e most well-known instance occurred during thep to Milosevic, and some of the clear indicationsism in Europe? Or, stopping ethnic cleansin
as’ the Serbian movement. Indeed. not a few a£&1y years of WW.IL. _ _ they had of his plans. “The Rejection of groundnassive crimes against humanity? No—no [
gue that this ethnic cleansing really'/ isn't killing While the war raged in Europe, here, in théorces persisted despite growing signs of Min that _
as many’ as did this or that other genocide—yé‘fs' the powers-that-be were preoccupied with theMilosevic's real intentions, including a remarkable The fact is that the US and NATO were
‘no one intervened’ in those. etc. own narrow economic and political interests vissignal from a Yugoslav general last October, oneerved by Milosevic, etal.’s undiplomatic mars
In short. the&common thréadmning through- &Vis the other great powers. They sat back chedkwat senior military officials in Brussels now ad-ing of massive forces in and near Kosovo—a
out most Leﬁ commentaries is opposition to US'g.g how the wind would blow, and procrastinatedmit they missed.” _ o _ that just wasn’'t worth it to them to take a stanc
NATO intervention. isgusted by this, progressive people in the US It seems that, during the negotiations to implefight. So, the US/NATO simply negotiated -
Let us be clear. This means that the main thrudgmonstrated tdemandhat the US enter the war ment the October agreement which limited Serbiathreatened to bomb—not to fight him on
of Left discourse in the US at present is NOT ddl Europe and open a second front against Hitlgolice and military presence in Kosovo, the comground. To show its real “resolve,” the US pre
nunciation of Serbian national chauvinism—of it2Vithout delay. When the US finally did open a secmander of the Yugoslav armed forces at that timeupied itself with yet another bombing camp:
systematic ‘ethnic cleansing’ in Kosovo and of it nd front (much too late—by about 3 years—a&eneral Perisic, secretly took aside NATO's twagainst Iraq in pursuit of oil hegemony—somet
neo-fascism at home. It means that the main thrusfinton himself uncharacteristically admitted in higop generals, Naumann of Germany and Clark af which there is profit. - _ )
is also NOT denunciation of the US/NATO/UN forSPeech explaining the start of NATO’s bombinghe US, during a meeting in the Presidential pal-  But, when Milosevic defiantly rejected -
many years of appeasing Serbian national Chaﬁ?mpalgn against Serbia) can anyone doubt thate in Belgrade. He whispered to them “that hdS/NATO peace agreement which the Koso
vinism, abandoning the norms of civil society est is event was welcomed by the people of Europthought the army was the only democratic instituhad signed at Rambouillet, NATO finally hac
tablishéd with the victory over fascism in WWII. and Russia, not to mention by the Jews, Gypsieion left in Yugoslavia.” And he told them of op-do something. But NATO was prepared milita
Undoubtedly it can be agreed that these leslavs and others in Nazi concentration camps? position by the leadership of the army toand ideologically only to bomb—their bluff w
sons, these norms of civil society established wit US involvement in WWII only started when Milosevic's plans for Yugoslavia, on the basis thatalled, and the Serb chauvinists knew it. Milos
the énd of WWII. included the resolve that fasd@Pan attacked the US. And then the opening of‘the destruction being threatened by the two Wesgt al. hadhot been playing; they were ready
cism and ethnic c’Ieansing would never be permi?—ecor.‘d front on the European mainland was stiirn generals if President Milosevic did not relentanxious to carry out a final solution for Kos
ted to raise their heads again in Europe. Nev@nly finally accomplished much later: at a time anavould inflict terrible damage upon the Yugoslawvhile they could, and, as the world knows, |
would the bourgeois democracies again appe manner coldly calculated to optimize US powearmed forces. _ did so with a horrible efficiency.
fascism by acting too little and too late against ettl Europe and in the Mediterranean after the war  Within a month this general was purged by  Of course one cannot ever “prove” t
nic cleansing and genocide. at the expense of not only Russia, but particulariylilosevic—along with the chief of Yugoslav In- Milosevic would have carried out this plan if NA
However, US-Left opposition to intervention©f US-ally Britain)—But, still it was a positive ternal Security, and of the Yugoslav Air Force “andiad not bombed. Such things can never be pr
is actually Iett'ing the US and NATO off the hook€Vent for the European peoples’ struggle againsbon after that Mr. Milosevic began totally disreBut, the fact of the matter is that the Serbian c
in Kosovo and Serbia. Starting from the facts thaperman and Italian fascism. o garding his pledges”. “We think now that Perisiozinist regime was COMPLETELY ready ¢
(i) current US strategic interests in Eastern Europe During WWII the bourgeois politicians pro- was removed because he didn't agree to the plappised to do it. Operation Potkova was being
in the Balkans and in the Middle East are reactio yagandized the US population with rationalizationga NATO] officer said. That meant, he added, thatared at least as far back as November 1998.
ary in character, and that (ii) US interventions sinc'%r their shameful behavior. So too they have spetite Yugoslav authorities were developing the drasve can also say with some certainty is that,
WWII have been overwhelmingly reactionary inthe past several years constantly making excusssolution to the Kosovo problem at the same timéhe US/NATO politicians prepared the public af
character. it draws the conclusions that the US a,f@r not seriously dealing with Serbian ethnidhat they were making their false promises to Mof time for what was very likely needed, if
NATO aré ‘disqualified’ from acting in Kosovo cleansing—first in Bosnia and now in KosovoHolbrooke.” ) _ had had a massive ground force nearby, pois
that they ‘cannot be trusted,” and thus their intérl_Jnfortun_ater, it seems that the Left has been Incredibly, even after this episode and the resonfront Milosevic’s plans, indeed, then, and
vention must be opposed. A variant of this posigwa_yed, in some measure, by this surfeit of bouports of massive violations by Serbia of the Octathen, the ‘further negotiations’ so many on the
tion does not conclude US/NATO interventiond€0is propaganda. ber troop-deployment agreement, US/NATO politeft wanted to see might have actually taken p
would necessarily, in all cases, be precluded fro o _ o ticians and diplomatstill were not willing to pre- and fruitfully so.
acting against MiI’osevic but c'>pposmi5 inter- T On the objections that ‘serious negotiations pare for what would be needed militarily if they o )
vention with the complai’nt that ‘serious negotiaWere not tried’ beforehand, and that ‘matters  were to stop Milosevic’s plan. ) 3. On the objection that ‘only a UN interven
tions were not tried’ beforehand. and that the UYyere only made worse’ by US/NATO bombing And, just as importantly, they did not tell thetion’ is supportable/permissible
NATO bombing ‘only made tHings Worse'— _ _ people of their countries the truth which was plain _ o )
h'provoking’ or ‘allowing’ Milosevic to carry out If many in the US Left truly believe that thereto see. They did not prepare the people of Western Many Leftists have insisted that, since the
ethnic cleansings ‘on a greater scale than he woli@s been a lack of attempts to negotiate with tieurope and the US for what Milosevic was preeannot be trusted, has ulterior motives, etc.
have.’ llosevic regime—after an exasperatingly longparing to do in Kosovo, and for what sort of armethtervention in Kosovo should be carried ou
Clearly, these are confusing times for the Lefdecade of experience with its crimes in Sloveniantervention would be needed if a really seriouthe UN, not NATO. Much has also been wri
In recognitién of this. the intent here is not to en_g:rqatla, Bosnia and with the events of the past yeeffort to prevent ethnic cleansing were to be cagbout international law on these issues.
gage in polemics agéinst any particular person side Kosovo—then this most probably reflectsied out. Elementary democratic norms required  Yes, all things being equal, determined
group per se, but to systematically examine trge pernicious influences of a decade of the matisis information be given to the public and pubintervention would be preferable.
logic behind s'everal key objections to interventioﬁ‘ed'a's rationalizations for US/UN/NATO inac- licly debated, but it was not. Instgad, they con-  But, whatif, instead of bombing, etc., the
that have come into vogue in the Left, and to e%on. Over the past ten years, the UN, the Westethicted peace talks that—given Milosevic’s confor the Kosovarshad taken the Serb aggress
plain why it is that the Left in the US énd NATOEUropean powers, Russia, and the US, have all hiing military buildup in Kosovo—they knew of the past several months ‘to the UN,” as n
countries should instea#manchat their govern- an absolutely atrocious record when it comes twere likely to come to naught and, with a true sendeeft commentators are insisting—then what?
ments save the Albanian Kosovars from SerbigPP0sing the crimes against humanity committedf urgency, shamelessly squeezed what compro-  There can be little doubt that the Chinese
ethnic cleansing. aby the Milosevic regime. If anything, they havemises they could from the Kosovars. In the endRussian governments were intent on blocking
[A list of web sites illustrating representativenegotlated and negotiated again, but have not abey got nothing from Milosevic. _ intervention by the UN. The Chinese governr
Left opinions is given at the end.] tually stood up to him. Rather than accusing the  There is nothing intrinsically wrong in con-had just vetoed continuance of the mandate fc
US and NATO of acting ‘prematurely,” the Leftducting peace talks at a time such as this. WhatiN troops that had been stationed in Macec

1. On the objection that, ‘given past behavior’ should be condemning them for acting too littleinforgivable, however, is that the US and NATOn retaliation for Macedonia’s establishing di

by the US and West European powers, ‘the and too late! _ _ playedat resolving matters, they simpjayedat matic relations with Taiwan. In London bef
cznnot be trusted.’ and so aﬁy inteprvention ‘cany To begin to see this, let us review at least sonthreatening and calling Milosevic's bluff. This wascoming to the US, Chinese Premier Zhu Rc
g recent events. completely evident to Milosevic—who had Operaadamantly opposed NATO intervention i

only serve US strategic interests’ : . . L . h . 4 h
y 9 It is now evident that the plan of Milosevic,tion Potkova in the works—just as it was to all'Yugoslav internal affairs,” even for the purp

et al. to ethnically cleanse Kosovo was in procegsogressive people who were seriously followingof protecting human rights.”

; : Il before the Rambouillet peace talks began ithese events, who had heard the news reports about As for Russia, for months before NATO'’s
SP:JHS;?Z%“;?;:SE%%? Sg?uNt:n? troe%(;t:]c;nrﬁ nuary 1999, and as early as November 1998. Thiduildup of Serbian troops in violation of the Octervention, the Russian government had para
and beyond. And it is always correct and obligal?@S only one month after Milosevic signed artober accord, and who had grown to know that bigrhe Contact Group on Yugoslavia” with consi
tory to remind the American people of this histonﬁgreement in Belgrade, in October, negotiated fpushes had always been organized by the Serigiections to issuing any ultimatum to Milose
lest one fall into national-chauvinist apologeticsthe US special representative Richard Holbrookéor the springtime fighting season in Bosnia. In particular, the Russian and Chinese
The issue is. however: what are the conclusions@ sharply reduce Serbian troops and police in  Even after almost ten years of his crimes iernments absolutely would not allow any UN n
be drawn frém this history? osovo and to allow in unarmed observers. the former Yugoslavia, the US/NATO po]|t|C|anssures to be taken unless Milosevic had first a

Left unwillingness to demand the Wester Indeed, in November, “NATO |nte_II|gence de-really didn't face the facts as to what their unpreto the measures. But, M|Ios¢_eV|(_: had no inter
powers stop the genocide in the former Yugosl ected signs of a Serbian military buildup aroungaredness would mean for the Kosovars; theyf allowinganythingto transpire involving troo
via arises from a deep and healthy mistrust of tHg2SOVO- Western intelligence officials, particularlydidn't realy face the fact that Milosevic is a fascistgoing into Kosovo to protect the Albanian pop
motives of the US and NATO. But the issue idn€ Germans, believed that these troops could foramd a war criminal. This unpreparedness, after sion (see next section). He simply used the p:
wrongly posed. Who says one has to ‘trust’ th e backbone of a military operation to push hurmany years of dealing with him, and after cleaof Rambouillet negotiations to prepare his sp
US and NATO governments? Who says we mu eds of thousands of Albanians out of Kosovo.indications of his wanton \{lolathns of the Octotime final-solution campaign against Kosovo.
pretend that their basic natures have changed, that “Its code name was Potkova—in Serbianber 1998 agreement—this is their real crime. This  Finally, anyone who has been in touch
we must prettify their intentions in order to see orseshoe.” (“The Politics: No Will for Troops onis criminal negligence. the developments over the past six to nine ye

It is all correct: the lists of facts which are



Nicaragua” Or, would the US Lett have rallied
‘round the flag and danced in the streets to patri- MAY/JUNE 1999—AGENDA—15
by TOMTOMORROW  otic rock and roll, taunting European/UN forcesstrategic interests of these powers, vs. the d

15 WEEK: ToM TOMORROW'S GUIDE, TO UNDERSTANDIN ] i A : ;
[ - 0 UNDERSTANDING THE KO050Vo CRIStS! (UNDERSTANDING MAY NoT 0(CUR.) with bu”s_eye t.argets? to which it aCCOmp“Shes Urgent national-de
" And what if, tomorrow, the US or the EUro-cratic and anti-fascist tasks. Specifically: self
HOULD WE STAND IDLY BY AS pean Community tells Israel to give the Palestinarmination for the Kosovar Albanian people

: ians their homeland—"or else”? Would the Lefthe demise of Serbian fascism.
b 'ORAL OBLIGATION To NTER- say: “Sorry!”, the Guatemalan genocide ‘disquali- ~ The old socialist principle that “liberati
" fies’ the US from defending the Palestinians? Ognould be the act of the oppressed themse
m “AREN'T AIR STRIKES “Sorry!”, the French were complicit in the shoyld be followed in so far as possible. Bu
THIS WHOLE THING AN . i [P h < TN

EFPECTIVE CAGAINET Am Rwandan massacres and so are ‘disqualified’ frofgng as there is no realistic possibility for
ENTRENCHED AND DE- aiding the Palestinians?! Perhaps the Israeli ultrgsgsovars to liberate themselves, nor for some

IERMINED OPPONENT? right would cynically raise such objections to jusykin to internationalist brigades to come to |

tify its policies, but, please, why should theft?!  5ssjstance, thetogmaticallyobjecting to the po
sibility of one or several of the great powers ir

7. On the 180-degree change of attitude of many yening is tantamount to abandoning the oppre
Leftists in going from Bosnia to Kosovo people.

__ During the war in Bosnia, progressive peoplg \what constitutesreally Left criticism of the
in Europe and North America denounced the Westis/NATO policy?

CROUND Tr0o e PN OF ern powers and the UN for having totally aban-
gs:‘l;'YN ‘3'223‘?‘“%2&? A PuBLIC don(_ed the I_essons of V_\/.W.II, as epitomized by ReallyLeft criticism from within the US ai
WARFARE -~ AND. FEARFUL of A~ Spain, Munich, Auschwitz, and Nuremberg. BUNATO countries should be, at the very least, a
VIETNAM-STYLE. QUAGMIRE ? now, suddenly, as soon as these powers beginggy ili prepared and unrealistic NATO was be
finally decide that their interests are so threatengqarting the bombing campaign. They were ut
by developments in the former Yugoslavia, thafinprepared in spite of the years of genocide
they must begin to act to put a stop to Milosevic—qyror already caused by the Serbian chauvi
preciselynow a significant portion of the Left gyer the past 6-9 years, no honorable pers
within the US suddenly takes up expounding theeft or otherwise—was ever stinting in their
rationales which had been expounded previousfynciations of the horrors caused by the Se
by their own ruling-class’ politicians! i chauvinists, nor of the way the Western po\
Only a short time ago virtually the entire Leftrefysed to effectively alleviate the misery of
was happy to sarcastically point out how ‘unfortuyictims. This position is still obligatory.
nate’ it was for the Bosnians that ‘they have only  The only consistent angally Left positior
the former Yugoslavia knows that the UN comyytion ethnic cleansing, and while under an explici pplﬁrr?mhr?c:dns ?gcﬂlrri]otimrl]ﬁ’e'(ri&I Ortwabgalyoﬁlr&% precisely what it has been all along:
pletely disgraced itself in Bosnia, by abandoninghreat by the Americans that the US would with US™MS and not . IS’a S‘ho Ie sethe Demandthey not abandon the Kosovars
to slaughter 10's of thousands of people living ingraw all support for the Kosovars’ struggle if they'"t€rVene immediately’ to *halt Serbian aggresthey did the Bosnians, Croats and others beft
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side its declared “UN-protected safe havens.” Thigidn't sian—the Kosovar representatives behaveslon - 1hey werecompletely correcin exposing  AND like the US and NATO abandoned the ¢
occurred literally in front of the eyes of soldiershonorat%y in the face of bgth the Serbs and tﬁ is hypocrisy. But given the current Left moodpeople of the Krajina to removal by Croatia.

under its command. Leftists should realize thafmperialists. one may now wonder: If the Utadsent in troops Demandhat, in the face of ethnic cleans
without the unified will or acquiescence of all the to halt the Serbian atrocities early on in Bosnia—round forces must immediately be built up
members of the Security Council, the UN has ng, on the prediction that the US/NATO force would the US Left have suddenly changed it§sed to reverse the situation should Milosevi
teeth. will only ‘end up selling out the Kosovars’ mind? first relent, and/or to back up any agreement
) . is reached. The Kosovars must democraticall
4. On the objections that the KLA is a ‘creation Given the truly feckless track record of the>: YWhat are thecentral issuesaised by the war - prove any settlement.
of the US’, that the Kosovar national Struggle Western powers against genocide in the former Yll."-] Yug05|aVIa? Demandthat they aSSiSt the Kosovars in
is ‘illegitimate’ and a ‘reactionary cultural-na-  goslavia, Rwanda and elsewhere of late, a com- turning to their homes and in attaining self-d¢

tionalist' struggle. (We won't deal with pub-  plete US/NATO sellout of the Kosovasperfectly . Many on the US left do not get thentral = mination to the maximal extent, and that the Se
lished objections that the Kosovar Albanians are Bossible. However, contrary to the ;ﬁppredict)i/ongsues concerning the three main forces in thigational chauvinists who are guilty of war crir
a ‘backward people,” as this falls below the of an unfortunately sizable number of US leftist truggle. These are: and ethnic cleansing be brought to justice.
threshold of being mistaken as ‘Left criticism’.)  during the past couple of weeks, it is wrong fatal- (1) Regarding the o_ppressed:, i It is the responsibility of the left to influer
istically to declare that such a linear, completely 1 "€ Kosovar Albanian people’s struggle is gypjic opinion in the direction of these demar
The Kosovars know perfectly well whom theyone-sided, outcome is preordained. Not only is th%ery old struggle. Since WWII they have likely

are dealing with—just as the Americans did whe@rong theoretically, but this attitude is a complet@ €N the most oppressed people of Europe, undgy, A final analogy
Ben Franklin went off to the court of Louis XVIin ahdication of responsibility by the Left from work- oth Tito and Milosevic. The Albanian Kosovars
Batlonal movemerdid exercise extreme patience Finally, let's carry one of the historical an:

France in the 1770’s. ing to organize and shape public opinion and t OVET .
When the Kosovar Liberation Army (KLA, aI?er the %ourse of evemg, P P and self-discipline, for about 9 years, after theigies raised earlier just a bit farther: Can you ir

also known as UCK) first began to take signifi- | eft criticism should be aimed at making it2utonomy was arbitrarily taken away. But, finally,ne the French radicals of the 17 7@ support
cant armed action against the Serbian chauvinigiore difficult for them to abandon the Kosov%rsthey were compelled to act. They were correct ifyg Franklin’s cause because ‘Louis canna
forces in March of last year, the instinctive responsgs so many thousands were abandoned in Bosﬂ lly arming themselves. The foreboding possiyysted'? Or, worse still, because support fo
of the US representative on the scene was to agnd other former republics of Yugoslavia before.”! lties for massive ethnic cleansing, and dailyxmerican revolt ‘will only strengthen the Frer
grily denounce the KLA fighters as “terrorists.” The reality which the Left must face is thaCPPression by the Yugoslav state understandaliyown'?ThatLeft did not have disdain for natior
The immediate response of the Serbian nationglatitudes about ‘inevitable’ outcomes are a digimPelled a section of the national movement to thigemocratic struggles elsewhere, but found i
chauvinists was to be overjoyed at this concurrenggyyice to the people both here and in Kosovo. yecision. o . _ration in themThat Left—albeit bourgeois—d
of Serbian and US policy, and they immediatelgnould tell the American people that it is now u No national movement is without its sins.manded not only the Royal French fleet, but R
launched a reinvigorated effort to eliminate they the US and NATO to do what no one else capPMe are more progressive than others, and lifrench ground troops sent into the North An
KLA and any civilians that might be nearby. Onlyqo: it must send troops to save the Kosovar peoplgiation struggles should always be subjected g colonies. They eventually got these forces
after some period of embarrassment over their §gverse the ethnic cleansing and insure self-det&f1iCISM by progressive people and not romantiang sent in such numbers that they actually
facto alignment with Milosevic on this issue, didmination for the Kosovars to live as they please ifi2€d: That having been said, the Kosovarqiumpered the native forces under Get

the US State Department and the White Housegsovo struggle is both just and necessary. Washington’s command in the battle which fin
slowly alter their instinctively reactionary policy ' (2) Regarding the oppressors: defeated the British.
against the Kosovars' right to self-defense. 6. On the objections that the US and NATO pow- Milosevic is a national-chauvinist and a fas- At |eastthat Leftstood for the ‘fraternity’ f

The Kosovars are not idiots. During the pasérs ‘did not intervene’ in any other CiSt-Heand his movement had already committeg]| peoples. And in the end, as we all know,
year they did not waste a lot of their time lobbyingthnic-cleansings/genocides—so Ywhy do it ethnic cleansing and mass murder in various rgplicy didn’t detract a bit from the revolution:
in the corridors of the UN in New York City. They now?’, that they are ‘not guiltless in this’ or publics of the former Yugoslavia before Kosovosityation brewing at home.
know where—for better or worse—power residegome other genocide, and that this is ‘not as bad BY @/l appearances, a majority of the Serbian
in today’s world. When they demonstrated all ovegs' some other genocide. people are, unfortunately, for the present, infectef} some URL's of representative Left opinio
Kosovo and neighboring countries for someone to m‘;hK%fgogéé Csrrll?)uYén;\SoTbe;'”rr?ezngt \tAr/1aer ;g ;S\éem‘
come to their aid against the violent repression by odv-counting comparisons \OSOV nou ' \ Some opinions & Magazinecan be found c
the Serbian police and military forces, they did sghis grr;it?gécg!«u;ign% oil]e nationgs calert)mity vs Serbia, there will nevertheless be unavoidable cory NET”:
almost exclusively in front of the US embassiegnother's—the very fact that Leftists engage icauences for the people of Serbia. Progressiveyyw zmag.org/mar24johnstone.htm
and consular offices. And, they also quite correctijhese sorts of comparisons—is unseemly. What s prbians today should behave honorably, not rallywww,.zmag.org/zZMag/kosovoga.htm
senttheir Ben Franklins not off to Bonn, or Lon- of presumably “progressive” or “anti-imperialist’ found the flag and Milosevic, taunt NATO bomb-Noam Chomsky's opinion:
don or Paris—nor, least of all, to NYC—but tocritique is accomplished by asserting that the rel&"S, With bulls-eye targets and dance in the streetgyyyy, zmag.org/current_bombings.htm
Washington, to the court of Clinton, and finallytive significance of the Kosovar tragedy is ‘less2nd 0N bridges at rock concerts organized by théyyy, zmag.org/zZMag/chomreplieskos.htm
cajoled him into providing their movement withthan others in, say, Guatemala, Colombia, ‘otorlc?'us, UN-tribunal-indicted war criminal (jiy An Alexander Cockburn piece:
some assistance. Rwanda?! Arkan” and his wife. They should stand up for" . latimes.com/CNS_DAY S/990408/

For this, some Leftists actually claim thatthe " sg too, one cannot judge whethieis inter- 1€, Principles of democracy, for the right of all t000031644.html
KLA is a ‘US creature.’ vention is justified or not justified on the basis thatlr\z‘t'ons.to self-determination, and should insisgji) |n The Natiora piece by Schwartz & Layne

The facts are that representatives of the Sma}{ other nations where there have been atrocitiedloSevic and co. be put on trial for their crimesthe April 19 issue (they don't tag each article
nation of Kosovo stood up to the haughty demandgere ‘have not been interventions'—or even beddainst humanity. a URL, so start at their main pag
of Albright, Cohen et al at the recent peace talkgayse there is direct/indirect guilt on the part of (o) Regarding the US and NATO: www.thenation.com
Indeed theylid compromise on the issue of indethe US and/or NATO in some of those other cases. . L€ US is a hegemonic power. Both the Ugy) www.commondreams.org has several linl
pendence and on many other onerous demands Can we all agree that the US and/or NATGRd NATO are generally very reluctant to save thg pieces against intervention
which the US made upon them—and even agreeid/or the UNshould haveintervened in, say, PEOPI€ of Kosovo from ethnic cleansing and to
to disarming—but not before taking the time necrwanda, to prevent some 800,000 people beir?#pport their right to national self-determinationacknowledgment
essary to consult the people and fighters at homgayghtered? they do become involved with ground troops it
and not without insisting on changing and fully And, wouldn't it have been welcomed if theVill P& for their own strategic interests. But, the  yyhile | am solely responsible for the opini
clarifying various provisions of the 83-page RamyN—or even just the European Community powl—eﬁ should never give in to fatalistically surren-expressed here, | want to thank those colleagu
bouillet document before signing. ers—had presented the US with an ultimatum tge”ng the outcome of the situation to the whimgiends in Ann Arbor who have spent time in

In doing this while under the guns of thegnd its support for the US-organized death squa %the great powers. Public opinion can certainlyast few weeks discussing these issues, wh
Serbian military, which was daily ferrying men andp, Guatemala. or in Colombia. or its contra war iy 1luence the outcome of events concerning th@is article and offered many helpful editorial ¢
equipment into Kosovo for their coming final-so- ' ’ degree to which the intervention meets purely th@ents—Thank you, you know who you are.



