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“l can put it in a nutshell for you--
They had no evidence. No evidence at all.”

--Juror, immediately after Ryan Lang found innocent of all the city’s charges

For over a year the city and county have
been gearing to send protestors of Ann Arbor’s
1998 Ku Klux Klan rally to prison for 10 years
on a felony charge of “riot". On June 4", 16-year-
old Ryan Lang’s case was the first to reach a
conclusion. After three days of hearing both
sides, the jury deliberated for only minutes be-
fore rejecting the charge. The prosecutor, pre-
sumably mindful that she had not shown that a
“riot” took place at all, asked for a petty misde-
meanor conviction for “disturbing the peace”. Not
even this was allowed by the jury.

If anything, for comparing the day to De-
troit in the '60s the city could be charged with
inciting a laugh riot. Since the prosecution has
expressed its desire to try all the various cases
as one, it is doubtful that the case is any stron-
ger against the other defendants. These pros-
ecutions are a genuine waste of time and money
for all concerned, an embarrassment to the city,
and a cozy re-invitation to the Klan ... however
much some citizens or local media wish some-
one to burn.

The next hearing—of those accused of damag-
ing a rented chain-link fence which has been
suspiciously destroyed with police authoriza-
tion—is scheduled for July 16" at 1:30pm at the
Courthouse on Main and Huron. All invited.
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Lang celebrates with
attorney Miranda Massie

“We demand an end to the witchhunt being conducted by the
Ann Arbor city government against the anti-racist movement.

We demand the dropping of all the charges
against the anti-racists who protested
the May 9, 1998 Ku Klux Klan rally.”

If you would like to join the thousands of people who have signed this petition sta
including those listed below, contaetn Arbor Antiracist Defense Campaign, PO Bo!
1092 Penobscot Station, Detroit, Michigan 48231 / 313-730-3577

Ed Vaughn (Michigan State Representativéamar Lemmons (Michigan State Represer
tive), Woodrow Stanley(Mayor of Flint),Clyde Cleveland(Detroit City Council), Derrick Bell
(Author, law professor, New York Universitilichael Moore (Film producer)Geoffrey Fiege
(Democratic gubernatorial candidate, attorn&pjaron McPhail (Attorney), National Execu
tive Committee of the National Lawyers Guild, Ron Scot(“For My People” Detroit talk sho
host),Chokwe Lumumba (Civil rights attorney) Stella Greene(Plymouth Mayor pro ten
Paul T. Bowen(President, Amalgamated Transit Union, Division 26*, City Bus Drivers
troit), Robert Apter (UAW Local 6000* representative, Michigan state employd2ayjd Sole
(President, UAW Local 2334*, chemists, Detroit city workeBgsiree FergusonNationa
Conference of Black Lawyers*Minister Malik Shabazz (New Marcus Garvey Movemer
Gary Webb (Author of Dark Alliance reporter for the San Jose Mercury News)e Peace ¢
Justice Commissiorof the Michigan Student Assembliembership Action Committee(SEIU
Local 79* caucus, Harper Hospital, Detroithe Defend Affirmative Action Party of the Michi:
gan Student Assemblgity Workers for Justice (AFSCME Local 207* caucus, Detroit c
workers)Membership Action Committee(Detroit Federation of Teachers* caucus, Detroit p
school teachersinti Racist Action (ARA), Erika Dowdell (Defend Affirmative Action Par
of MSA), Jessica Curtin Witchhunt defendant, Defend Affirmative Action Party of MS
Leamon Wilson (President, AFSCME Local 312*, Detroit city workergJjc Lormand (Phi-
losophy professor, U of M)lendaji Ganges(Affirmative Action Coordinator, U of M Flint
Delbert Walls (President, AFSCME Local 207, Detroit city workelsgwis Irby, Jr. (Forme
bargaining chair, AFSCME Local 1583J of M workers)Joe Abraham (President, AFSCM
Local 1603, Hurley Medical Center, FlintRevolutionary Workers League National Women'’s
Rights Organizing Coalition (NWROC), Justice for Malice Green Coalition Jim Hightower
(Author), Partisan Defense CommitteeDawn Mitchell (of the Dental School 3, U of N
Delano Isabell(of the Dental School 3, U of M)Shaky Jake” (World famous street musici
Ann Arbor),Workers World Party , Maurice Darden (Plaintiff in civil rights/racist police br
tality suit, Ann Arbor),Patricia Darden (Former bargaining chair of AFSCME 1583, U o
workers) Jerry Davis (father of Jamar French, victim of racist murder by the Ann Arbor P«
Billy Bragg (musician),William Adams and Jaime Gomezof Black Eyed Peas/larry
Beezlebubof Cypress Hill, Beyoncé Knowlesof Destiny’s Child, Juan Ramon Reyesof
Harm’s Way, Morcheeba (musical group)Nora Chapa Mendoza(artist), Lauretta Flowers
(Ann Arbor public school teacherghaba Andrich (Black Student Unicnmember, U of |
student),Jean Conyers(Opportunity Network, Flint)Jodi-Marie Masley (Co-presiden
Women's Law Student Associatior of M student)George B. Washington(Labor and civ
rights attorney, Detroit)Jeanne Theoharris(Afro-American Studies professor, U of Mirik
Konshaug(Novelist, editor, independent publisher, San Pedro, Califokhgdj Tinsman (His-
tory professor, University of California at Irvin&mily Bernard (Afro-American Studies pr
fessor, Smith College, Northhampton, Massachus&is)dhya Shukla(Anthropology profe:
sor, Columbia University, New York, New Yorkjom Klubock (History professor, Georgeto
University, Washington DC)G. Peck (History professor, University of Texas at Aust
Tracy Collier-Nix (Lawyer, Volunteers for Affirmative ActionFlint), Jose Garza(Writer/art
ist, Chicano/Indian activist, DetroitiRichard Gibson (Education professor, Wayne State |
versity, Detroit),Katherine Leichter (Independent documentary film producer, New Y
Falkner Fox (Poet, Austin, Texas).

*Organization for identification purposes only.



