20—AGENDA—JULY/AUGUST 1999 party. Although Chiapas producesf

] o the country’s hydroelectric power, m
In the pre-dawn hours the aging c ,c‘ c‘ f ]c‘ r indigenous communities lack electric
Volkswagen “combi” van chugs up and The Zapatista supporters of Salto Gre

down the winding mountainous roads of redistributed the resources a bit by att
Chiapas, southeastern Mexico, hauling ing their own wire to the power lii

sleepy Tzotzil Mayan passengers plus two R b = 1.) — b ]5 through the hills, yielding enough w:
strangers to these parts. The two of us bJ e apCl STC{ lep ' @ 01 age for a few light bulbs and cassette |

had received a briefing at the human rights June 1999 ers for the three annual parties: the
center of the diocese of San Cristébal de ! tron saint’s day, Christmas, and the J
las Casas, headed by Bishop ?E?‘(Lﬂi'tﬁmz’ (some names of people and places have been altered ary T anniversaty ofthe rebellion. Th

i y know i i . olidays were occasions for shuffle-d
Father) Samuel. Nora, an engineer from for the Safety of those ment|0ned) ing to the same few cassettes and cele

the northern desert state of Sinaloa, was ing a community meal with a rare tast

changing careers and applying to mediy| jn flagrant violation of the Mexican workers' salaries fell 80% from levels of in the midday sun under the weight of oufM€at. They offer a break from the d

cal school at the UNAM (Universidad constitution. Then we all got back intothe 1970s. Peasant price supports wetgackpacks, carrying sleeping bags and thoutine in which the women rise at 4

Nacional Auténoma de Mexico) in the combi and the soldier in charge of theliminated, and the coffee marketingfood we would need for our ten-day stay&:M- t grind corn for tortillas, and the r
Mexico City. From a farming family, she yoadplock instructed the driver, “Don't let hoard that had stabilized prices was disA large snake scrambles out of our wayCimP the hillsides with hoe and mact
was the only one of ten siblings to attendhe paleface off before Belén.” So it wasmantled in 1989. All of this, plus credit and the guides assure us it is only a ra%—0 work their fields before the brutal
university. Butthe UNAM was on strike, that Nora had to feign a terrible attack ofcutbacks and the flood of cheap grairsnake, not the deadhauyacafound in  €0On sun takes its toll.

taken over by some of its 250,000 Stucar-sickness, much to the consternatiofmports from U.S. agribusiness since thehese parts. We arrive exhausted in Salto :
dents in protest against neoliberal polif the elderly woman sitting in front of North American Free Trade AgreementGrande, where we are greeted by one g¥aS added to the community calen
cies: The government threatened 10 imyg, so the driver had to let us off by thqNAFTA), devastated the precarious peasthe community leaders and human rightdh@rking the first anniversary of the

pose tuition, to escape spending the UNroadside. The driver gave us a knowingant economy. The final straw came inobservers from the previous shift, threesVeNts that occurred one year ago. !

recommended minimum of 8% of GDPook as he collected our fares and said1992, when the Salinas administrationyoung women on summer break from Coil€ ast few years, the governme
on education. Students were outraged thatis town is Benito Juarez.” 4

- o et edtiouti | modified Article 27 of the Mexican con- lumbia University. One had been here beSOUNterinsurgency strategy has incl.
the ?ovzr/nmer: a le: e ]E’Ca 'é’rlﬁpen ) stitution to allow the breakup and privatefore as a human rights worker, when shdfaining and arming pfaram|||_tar|es to]
Ing 1o to’byﬁ stotr;]qebowk oun M e re,- sale of collectiveejidolands. This effec- was seized by the authorities and takeﬁorlz%conc]mulnltles 0 Zfaé)atlslta Supp
Sources 1o bay out e Bankersin Mexo e ree Trade” tively destroyed the agrarian reform thasstraight to the state capital several hour§"S: One day lastyear, federal army tr
gqt‘“’&u\?ﬁ.ﬁ of ou_rt.Sawtngs & Lo;m Sct?]n' Y was a cornerstone of the 1910 Revoluaway, escorted on a small plane to Mexicdtvaded Salto Grande accompanie
al. lle waiting to see when the ynef [Lif@ aift #he Bof#em tion and the last hope of millions of poorCity, and dumped in the airport with or- M@sked pro-government paramilita
UNAM might reopen so she could take .
entrance exams, Nora threw a hammoceff #he Food Chain

peasants. The privatization of land own-ders to leave the country within five days.fron.ﬂI Los Mangos, where armexiiista

gruling party supporters) had alre:
into her backpack and took the 18-hour
bus ride to Chiapas to volunteer as a hu-

This year a fourth commemorat

ership in preparation for NAFTA reversedUndaunted, she organized a group of - ista famili
o _the historic struggle led by Emiliano classmates to return, and here they werd\VeN Out Zapatista families. As
We waited in the shade of the vil- Zapata in the Mexican Revolution, for thein several communities of rural Chiapas f9PS approached, Salto Grande cal

man rights observer. lage schoolyard for our guides, and a mari i ; ; ; asty community meeting and decidec
) . ) ghts and dignity of the Mexican peas-a thorn in the side of a government ben S ;

We caught the 5:00 am. combi 0-named Alfonso stopped by to chat. Heantry. on reducing a people to submission.  Women should go hide in the hills. Sc

ward a town 'll call Belén, hoping the asked what country we came from, how ~On January 1, 1994, NAFTA went of the men who we

unlucky enough to |
out hunting armadillc
when the troops a
proached were shot
sight. The rest of i
men were held fac
down at rifle-point o
the basketball court f
six hours while the sc
diers andpriistas ran
sacked their house
stole their meager pc
sessions, and ate tf
chickens. Then the :
sailants hauled off fiy
men who were finger
by the paramilitarie
After human right
groups denounced f

army and immigration police roadblockSmany hours it was to Michigan andinto effect. On that day, Zapata rolled over’
would not be operating at that hour. Thesinaioa, and what we did in our distantin his grave, and the masked indigenousk
plan was to get off at a predeterminedangs, Reflecting on our responsesyebels of the Zapatista Army of National
point along the road, where supporters ohjfonso thought it was O.K. that people L iberation (EZLN) took over towns in g
the_ Zapatista |nd_|genous rebellion wouldyq gifferent jobs, since we can't all do Chiapas to announce, “?Ya basta!"—We -
guide us to the village that had requesteghe same thing. But the work of thewon't take it anymore! Théederales
human rights observers. But an hour 0Utampesino (peasant) is fundamental, heoved in with tanks and helicopters to
of the colonial town of San Cristobal, wegontinyed, because we all have to eatry to suppress the rebellion, and one-third
were stopped at an army roadblock. NOtgyen the President of the Republic has tef the federal army now occupies this tiny
ing my foreign appearance, the soldiergat he remarked, and even if he has a fatate that has 3% of the country’s popula-
demanded to see my passport and Visyaq of bills, he can’t eat them! We in- tion.
wrote down the information, asked whereyired about last year’s harvest, and  Out in the schoolyard in Benito
I was going, and searched my backpackaifonso told us that the dry weather hadjuarez, people don't think much of the
hurt the coffee crop. In any case, theyovernment. “The government only looks

prices were low: They peaked after their own,” Alfonso said bitterly.

at 15 pesos a kilo (70 U.S. One of the village teachers from a nearb e E

cents % pfounc:%, brlft fell tto 7 community stopped by to talk, and he Observers from Ann Arbor report on

pesos before the harvest wasangrily dismissed the government'’s edu- iers’ i

over. Many campesinos endedcation program in the region as a sham, soldiers’ model behavior such as

up in debt, especially those out of touch with local reality. We have defecating in a village’s only well abuse, the authoriti
who held onto their harvest in to completely redo the curriculum to adapt returned the five de:
hopes that prices would rise to these indigenous communities, he ex- bodies, plus three frc

and finally had to sell for 7 plained. It's very hard for those who fin- nearby communities, mutilated almost

pesos. Naturally, he explained,ish primary school in these communitie 2 yond recognition. _

we still had to pay people we to gg on toysecondary, because even if tﬁg‘r@m Subsistence Since then, convoys of soldiers
hired to help harvest, 30 pesosfamilies could spare them from the corm$® Resistamee Public Security forces (the equivaler
($3) a day; we couldn't lower fields to send them to the town of Belén, state police) regularly visit tl
their pay just because pricesthey couldn’t afford to board them. Be- paramilitaries of Los Mangos to resur

im si i ituti In the 1980s, the 23 families of Saltothem, firing shots in the hills to maint

mz;ecl?f\flge \é\ﬂéinavsvcihtg Iedxglé?t_féieg]l ?r(ées algbﬁgeegmsatt%ﬁl?g ?:1' ﬁg.a :ﬁ "Grande had organized to buy this land, ghe tensior%] in Salto Grande. The da

rade organic Mexican beansstudents h P buy their books and r?beaunful spot cradled in the lush greener our arrival, thirteen truckloads

g J students have to buy their books and thgis from a bankrupt landlord. Here troops could be seen passing by or
grown here fetched around $8parents are asked to contribute a fee Whichace T7otzil peonle arow corn. the staff p _ p g by

a pound in the U.S., he pon-they can't afford. This was another con people g ’ oad up the hill to Los Mangos. L

: . : . of Iife, in the traditional way of their December, the government forces
dered the information quietly. sequence of the neoliberal rollback of theyyayan ancestors. They also tend the cobaramiltaries retured to Salto Grar

rl:l_ora asked why the commu- state, as budget cutbacks forced teachefse rges that were on the land they purang this time everyone fled to the h
ity didn't organize their own to invent fees to keep their schools func;paseq though the landlord's old
production and marketing net- tioning. ' where they watched as the rest of 1

P . offee-processing equipment lies rustin i
works, as her father did in the Then the teacher brightened and e b ocooomd €quip $ossessions were carted off and the
; ) n disrepair, since the government cut thgage trashed. Similar scenes were
north for his small crop of said, maybe soon the students can go ectrical connection when the landownepented throughout Chi here h
wheat and sorghum. Ah, secondary in Oventic! One of the five beated throughout Chiapas, where hu

i : : . pulled out. Now they wash and de-pulprights groups have identified 14 differ
ers]gtge(?rAz!lfrc\)irz]zoir\:\/ehe'zg\tligr?ssinAguafcahen't o (Z:E\)patls_ta cednters of Ijefhe coffee fruit by hand and spread it t%gramgi’litar@ groups, and some 15,
the arrg te no%lljike we're Lona organl_z!ng)t,] &’e’.‘“%ag _Su"%”nld'dry in the sun, hauling it over the hills to zapatista sympathizers have been di

i Ing communities had pitched in to bulldihe road to sell for low prices in Belén. out of their homes into refugee se
organizing criminal bands to their own schoolhouse with dormitories. tjev ‘could get a much better price in thenents. — In- Decombor of 19
rob, he exclaimed—we're just The buildings were just about finished,ya¢e capital of Tuxtla, explained Alberto, paramilitaries attacked the highland~
trying to organize for work, to and the project was already a source

. - -~~~ . Who was loaning one of the two rooms oflage of Acteal, killing 45 unarmed m
Wg&grﬁﬁfr:ttgg:éﬂf%tr\}vailghtshteopr|debatnd |h0pea E]Uttthe rr?mtfary Sgge Shis house for the human rights observerﬁ,gmen’ and childregn. Public Secu
g an opsacte, anc ine teacher om San o string our hammocks. But the governorces stood by, 200 yards away, w
get ahead. ego, California who helped organize do- y !

i - ; ent wouldn’t give them a license t0the paramilitaries spent five hours h
b Tor peasant produCers.conamicion was suramary deporied aof 1SPOr S0 the coffee could be sezeghg up he survivors with machetes,
ot bn the road as contraband; and in any casgate authorities dismissed the fra

Since the foreign debt crisis of year for the crime of school-building. The
the early 1980s, the Mexican San Francisco-based Global Exchang
government adopted aand a Mexican human rights group jus
neoliberal program of “struc- issued a report documenting over 10
tural adjustment,” throwing the expulsions of foreigners from Chiapas in
economy open to the forces ofthe last year alone, as part of the goverrjz

enths of an acre of corn on the steep” By arming and trainin
ountainside for the family’s subsistence paramilitaries, the government can cl
|USI a tiny COﬁfeeprO: ?fég'flds anhan'that the violence is internal to the inc
o ) ; ual income of abou o purchas ities. This “low intens
';Z(Ieem(l)(;r![(;l] Qﬁgtrg;t, zrr]]r(ljnlp()lrz]\?attrl]ze ment campaign to remove witnesses to thge 45 *clothes, workboots and tools. %vr;i??asrg’(’)ngt?;[ggisw;shIgutlﬁr\:vel(?t?nn1
ing the resources of the nation. © The teacher went back to the,  Ater the landiord and his electric- army's 1994 Chiapas counterinsurge
As a result, 22 new Mexican schoolvard and blew his whistle. and® €ft: the government took no interestplan, written by a Mexican general trai
lonaires ; y X ' in electrification—until after the 1994 4t the U.S. Army School of the Ameri
billionaires appeared, putting eventually our guides appeared and e : - ; -S.

¥ Snunity of Los Mangos, populated by sup+raini i ili i
the U.S., Germany, and JapanFrancisco, his son, and their four dog A - Training of Mexican military forces sin
But the purchasing power of waited patiently as we city folk Iabored%orters of Mexico's perpetually ruling PRI the zapatista rebellion, and the U.S.



ernment Is supplying helicopters andand threw out the 26 pro-Zapatista famifrom taking over as bishop, and the Saltyoung men from Salto Grande
other military equipment on the pretextlies there, occupying their houses. Thesrande group decides to draw up a state&some running down the road, JULY/AUGUST 1999—AGENDA—21
of helping in the “war on drugs.” government offered protection and re-ment of community support for Don Raul. towing a lassoed and very an-

We ask Alberto what he thinks the sources to Los Mangos in exchange for Back at the peace camp, | report orgry bull. It is the day before
13 truckloads of troops are going to Lostheir participation in anti-Zapatista the meeting to Nora. We compare it tothe first anniversary of the
Mangos for, and he says it's all part of theparamilitaries. Now they ride back andthe meeting at church and wonder aboutnassacre, and the bull will be
government’s intimidation campaign toforth to Belén escorted by truckloads ofthe extent of women’s patrticipation in de-slaughtered for the soup to be
break their resistance. They'll probablyPublic Security forces in convoys like thecision-making in Zapatista support com-shared with people coming
claim they’re looking for drugs, he ex- one we saw winding down the hillside thismunities. Victor tells us there is a com-from neighboring communi-
plains, but the army and paramilitariesmorning, and fire off their R-15 high-pow- munity-wide meeting every two weeks,ties for the commemoration.
actually plant marijuana and then blameered rifles randomly in the hills to intimi- but we aren't sure if there will be one be-The women preparatole a
it on the Zapatistas. Meanwhile, residentslate the Zapatista supporters. Their leadore we leave. thick corn drink. On this spe-
of Salto Grande take turns doing a 24-ers walk around Belén with five machine- The three Columbia students leftcial day before the main event,
hour watch so they’ll know what's com- gun-toting guards, says Victor, shaking hiearly in the morning, so the peace camphe men stay home from their
ing down the road. head in amazement. Meanwhile, thas quieter, and Alberto and Rosa invite usornfields for a basketball

Ironically, two U.S. military attachés deeds to the Salto Grande properties hawaver for an evening meal of roasted plantournament with teams that
from the U.S. embassy in Mexico wereexpired, but the government refuses tdains and sweet coffee. Alberto kills cock-hike in through the mountains
caught in Los Mangos a few months agorenew them, making the village ineligible roaches while he tells us about the art ofrom other villages, bringing
They were seized by pro-governmenfor credit. coffee growing and harvesting. The beansheir lunches opozole(boiled
paramilitaries who evidently thought the - ) are picked gently ground corn mixed with water). There iszapatista sympathizer in the north
foreigners were Zapatista supporters o e with the fingertips, an air of excitement on the court. One ofnunicipality of Tila, after torturing hi
human rights workers. The two claimed “Just like the way we the teachers keeps score and announcgfd tearing off his testicles. The incic
to be lost, and the government quickly pluck ticks out of our it over a rickety loudspeaker attached tgs not reported in the PRI-controlled 1
arranged their release and hushed up t skin.” Rosa recounts the schoolhouse. Players take turns serytia (and therefore won't be picked uf
incident. how she learned to ing as referees, children chase stray baltshe New York Timgsand the perpett

As | write this, the thunderous af- = make beaded brace- down the hillside, and the pace is fast. Theors will no doubt go unpunished.
ternoon rain slows, and suddenly a doubl o lets from a previous home team, “The Rebels,” takes the cham-  We wake up on June 1 to the so
rainbow appears in the sky, linking the peace camper. Ithink pionship. A torrential rain breaks outof fireworks at 6:00 a.m. and the ha
two communities that the government is about the effect that before the games end, but nobody’s spiirthday song “Las Mafianitas” be
working desperately to divide. Night falls, o ,J;,: our presence has in its seem dampened. played on the marimba, signaling the -
and | walk down the hill with Jill, one of s these communities, After the rain, the air is filled with of the holiday. The sun is gearing u|
the Columbia students, to check with and reflect on some- clouds of slow-flying insects. The chick- sear away the mist suspended in the
Manuel about arranging guides for the| II thing Victor said ear- ens attack them voraciously, while theleys. Indigenous families start arriv
trek out of the mountains for the depart- i lier in the day about children run around squealing with theiron foot from neighboring villages, t
ing shift of human rights observers. A i the San Andrés Ac- ears plugged to keep the bugs out. Weomen in bright embroidered blouses
quiet, smiling man, Manuel was chosen i 8 4 cords. Back when the are told it is the annual arrival of tteilup  the men carrying wovemorrales(saddl
by the community to keep a roster of fami- | = f = government was still orch’unuk a welcome omen because theyhags). Mass is held on the baske
lies to take turns supplying tortillas to our ' pretending to negoti- are always followed bysisim a prized court, where flowers have been laid
“Civilian Peace Camp,” and to find vol- ‘ X | & & ate with the edible ant. The bull is slaughtered andn the shape of a cross with photos t:
unteers to escort observers in and out o Es L i Zapatistas, they most of the meat is set aside forfrom the identity cards of the slain m
the mountains. We find him in the corn Kay Bond introduces Mayan kids signed agreements tomorrow’s soup, while the rest is care-Also arranged on the court are candle:

shed, playing the marimba (a xylophone-
like instrument) with two other men,

in 1996 to respect fully weighed and distributed to each fam-small clay urns of burningopal, the

to soap bubbles indigenous rights ily. We walk up the hill to the center of Mayan incense.

while children and chickens dart in and and culture, but then reneged on the aghe village and watch as the hide is salted ~ The priest, a tall man with a flo
out. The soft pinging of the marimba cords and continued the militarization ofand carefully folded up to be taken toing beard and brightly colored brai
sounds magical as it floats through ‘h?@\m@mb@wﬁmg the state. Victor was disgusted that théelén and sold. Night is falling and thecloth bracelets, makes a short spe
cool evening drizzle. A gaggle of chil- government had violated “the word"—a priest from the county seat has not arrive@bout those who were “assassinate
dren recruit us to swing them in the airﬁ'ih@ Pqﬂf” sacred value for the indigenous people—for tomorrow’s ceremony. People specuthis political system that misgoverns 1
squealing, and to play a local version o& > .o » but noted proudly that the Zapatistas weréate that he was delayed by the rains andrging congregants to rise above he
tag in the muddy patch between Manuel’ nYi/ionming committed to implementing local autono-will come first thing in the morning. and division with the power of love. C
house and the corn shed. ‘fﬂh@ Fulture mous government anyway, without wait- Victor drops by our camp, and he isof the village elders wearing traditio

On Sunday there is a 6:00 a.m. ser- ing for the government to keep its prom-in a pensive mood. After commenting oncotton shorts and tunic gives a Tzc
vice in the tiny church. Cut-outs of col- ise. Regarding indigenous customs, héhe ball game and the arrival of tisellun  version. A young seminarian who he

ored plastic sheets are strung overhead for _ Victor tells us the men of the com- noteq not all traditions are good. But thene starts to recount the events of this timefficiate was a wild man in the basket
adornment, and pine needles are spredgunity are going up to the cemetery ajmportant thing is, he emphasized, wdast year. We have been hearing fragmenigame the day before. Today he Ic
over the dirt floor to produce a sweetMidday with machetes to clear the overyan 1o choose what we want to accepof the story since we came to Saltagrave in his white robes, mopping
aroma. There is no priest, but the locafOWn rainy-season brush in preparationyom outside and how we want to live. Grande, but this was the most complet®row with the trademark red kerchie
catechist reads some scripture aloud i#f" the commemorative service onthe an- — the aytonomy movement is an at-and detailed version, and Victor's Spanthe Zapatista militia. Some people
Spanish and Tzotzil and ad-libs a sermorfliversary of the massacre. 1 join themempt to build democracy from theishis good. In the wee hours of the mornetly wipe away tears. The service e
then invites commentary from the 20 or2nd the brushiis quickly cleared under th@assroots up, but the PRI is loathe to givéng, the small village was invaded by aand everyone takes a flower and a cz
so people gathered. The women spealYthmic slashing of so many hands.; its 70-year grip on power. Theridiculously large force of paramilitaries, for the procession through the cof
first, speaking from their benches while | Nere are five crosses for the victims fromzapatistas have proclaimed 32 autonoarmy, and police. He says the Public Sefields to the cemetery. Now gathere
covering their mouths modestly with their Salto Grande, and a crudely lettered ceqqys municipalities (equivalent to coun-curity forces approached from two sidegyrave side, there is a chorus of wailin
shawls, and the catechist murmurs encoufent marker explaining that the five wereiies)  but since last April the governmentand then opened fire on each other in corthe memories return, and the candles
agement. A chicken keeps running in an@ssassinated by paramilitaries from Lo$,5¢'heen launching military invasions offusion, leaving three truckloads of themflowers are distributed over the gra
hopping onto the altar, and one of the elMangos and Public Security *becausepese county seats and arresting leaderdead—a fact which the government cov-The priest dips a red hibiscus flowe
ders quietly directs a barefoot little urchinthey were V\ﬁorklng for peace with justicejn an effort to nip democracy in the bud.ered up, admitting to only two dead. Hewater and shakes it over the assen
in the front to go shoo the chicken away@nd dignity.” As we rest in the shade by, the highland town of San Andrésdescribes the feeling of humiliation andsays a few more words, then leads in -
After everyone has had a chance to speak]€ cemetery, amid the hum of the men r4inzar, site of the now-suspendedhelpless rage as the assailants held theg “Venceremos,” We Shall Overcor
there are a few final prayers and songd€-filing their machetes and the intermit-peace talks, when Zapatista supporterat gunpoint all day, face-down in the blaz-After the service ends, the seminarian
and the service ends. tent thumps of machetes swung idly intQyere elected to municipal government iring sun on the basketball court, while ranone of the elders stay behind to kneel
One of the congregants we hadn'ree trunks, an impromptu meeting takegne |ast election the PRI ignored the resacking their houses. When the assaiktly by the graves.
met before, a middle-aged man I'll call Shape. Still sprawled in the brush, somgjts and installed its own people. Angryants left, he and others gathered up a little ~ We wind back down the hill to a fie
Victor, stops by the peace camp after sef00King down at their machetes or brushzapatistas marched en masse in ski maskemaining corn to grind and went onwhere the village loudspeaker has |
vice. With only a first grade education, Nd Off insects, the men take turns express;t ynarmed, and took over the munici-horseback into the mountains at night taset up, and there are political speech
Victor became a peasant organizer in thi9 their views in Tzotzil, punctuated by pa| offices, which they continue to oc-look for the women and children who hadTzotzil. Then the community meal
early 1980s, taught himself to read alongN 0ccasional “mm-hmm” of assent.  ¢py  Residents of Salto Grande andled, and bring them something to eatservedatoleand beef broth with roast
the way, and helped organize a coopera-  Victor later summarizes for me in jany other communities take turns sendThey stayed in the hills another night, stilltortillas. The women ladle and the r
tive to buy the land for the community of SPanish the two points of discussion. Ong,q reinforcements to support the sit-in.fearful of another raid, before returningserve bowls to families sitting in clust
Salto Grande. They drew up a coffee anéf the community’s demand for compen-| jye the schoolteacher in Benito Juarezhungry and exhausted to their devastateig the grass. As we sit quietly enjoy
cattle production project with assistance>ation payments for two widows of the most people in these communities seendillage. He describes the horror when thehe feast, a bright ring appears aroun
from agronomists at a university on theSiain villagers. He explains that a non-onyinced that nothing good can comeyovernment later returned the bodies oun. Nora asks Josefina, who is sit
other side of the country, got creditdovernmental organization donated SOMg o, this government. As we prepare thehe five men they had taken away plusext to us with her family, how long
through a government program (with thef0d, and the rest of the community hasre for our afternoon meal one day, a hethree from nearby villages, “sliced opentakes the women to embroider their b
help of a little creative accounting to dem-P&en pitching in to maintain the cornfieldsjicopter of Public Security forces flies like chickens,” in a state of putrefaction. tiful blouses. Only a month if we wc
onstrate financial solvency), and within©f the two families, but they want Com- yerhead toward Los Mangos. | wondefThe stench was so overwhelming they hagn it every day, she replies, smiling sh
four years they paid off the loan andPensation for the people that the governit | am watching my U.S. tax dollars atto bury the bodies immediately, evenwe all retire to the community grain s
owned the land they once worked for théhent took away alive and returned dead ok, perhaps flying in more beer for thethough it was nightfall. Victor seems age shed to watch the video “Rome
rich landlord. Perhaps the landlord sold €y decide to take up a collection to sen@yjjjstas (The Zapatista communities arepained, but driven to retell the eventsabout the Salvadoran archbishop killex
to cut his losses, since organizers from ICtOr into town to check with the gry byt the government continues to plyThen he excuses himself, leaving us istanding up for human rights and just
tiny socialist party were promoting peas-Church’s human rights center to see howiher villages with alcohol as part of astunned silence. The seminarian has brought the video
ant land invasions in the nearby hilltopth® case is going. The other point has g standing pattern of promoting dis-  The attack on Salto Grande was nohe periodically cranks up the volume
community of Los Mangos. In any case 0 With Raul Vera, the new Bishop sched;ntegration of indigenous communities.)an isolated occurrence, but part of a patkeep up with the roar of the rainstorm
the co-op in Salto Grande went bankrupt!led to take over when “Tatik” Samuel\ye hear on the radio that the U.S. Secreern of repression of indigenous sympahas broken out.
when coffee prices suddenly dropped on&RUiZ retires next year at age 75. Like thgary of Housing & Urban Development thizers of the Zapatista movement over
year, but the land was divided among théégendary Archbishop Romero of El Sal-is yisiting coastal communities in Chiapasthe last five years. Government security
members and the community thrived.Vador, and like Tatik himself, Don Rall {h4t were affected by last year's floodsforces work hand in hand with The §i i
Victor thinks the 300 residents of Losc@me to Chiapas as an apolitical traditionye there are never resources for the deparamilitaries, terrorizing with impunity. @ Jrrvggie
Mangos have been jealous of their suc@/ist and was quickly radicalized by real-nerately poor communities of the high-Earlier that day | tuned my pocket short-€pnitinwe s
cess ever since. ity—a transformation that was hastenedands and eastern jungle of Chiapaswave radio to Radio for Peace Interna-
When the 1994 Zapatista rebellion@fter he and Don Samuel survived anypere the Zapatistas raised the cry of “Yaional, broadcast from the United Nations he vid ds. bringing th
broke out and the people of Salto Grand@Mbush by pro-government paramilitaries, stz » University for Peace in Costa Rica, and___ ¢ Video enl S: nn%mﬁ the cg
were identified as sympathizers, Publico & pastoral visit to northern Chiapas.  \we are awakened early one morniearn that pro-government paramilitaryn}empraﬂ?n toac %sbe, an t_"e un
Security forces moved into Los MangosNOW thepriistaswant to block Don Radl jng to shouts and laughter as a pack diorces in Chiapas have just killed a° visitors from neighboring villages st



22__AGENDA—JULY/AUGUST 1999 Judicial Police. The family Is known offensives, displacing entire communitieq

around town for their work in favor of in- of Zapatista sympathizers in various part HELP WANTED!
their rain-slicked treks back through Our guides for the return hike arrive digenous rights, and now they fear theof Chiapas. Eight military and police in- o
the hills. Nora and I talk about how theat 5:30 a.m., a half hour early. The twoworst. | express my sympathies, but antursions in early June have sent 5,00 Michigan Peace Team
film must seem all too close to home hereyoung men skip over the hills like moun-hard-pressed to think of something enfleeing, joining over 15,000 refugees who Peace in Chiapas Project

We begin to pack up for our early morn-tain goats while we struggle to climb thecouraging to say. Walking across towrhave already fled government-sponsorefiSIEUSEN QNS SET IS AiE ]
ing departure from Salto Grande, remarkmuddy trails and balance on steppingo return a borrowed sleeping bag, | anviolence. | remember Manuel’s words ag

ing on how fast the time had gone everstones across rivers. We pass chest-higiassed by two shotgun-toting men inhe gave us our goodbye gift: “Think of us LONG HOURS!
though we hadn't really done much ofanthills, lush coffee fields, and a hillsideblack with no insignia, and a chill goeswhen you are drinking your coffee up

anything. Yet we were touched by theplanted with banana trees like green windup my spine. there.” POOR CONDITIONS!
warmth we felt from the community. mills. One of our guides whips out his Friends insist on driving me to the

Earlier in the evening, Manuel (who is ourslingshot to take a pot-shot at a roadrunairport in the morning, two hours away inRichard Stahler-Sholk teaches political NO PAY!

tortilla connection) insists on giving us ner. We finally arrive in Benito Juérez, the state capital of Tuxtla. As we ap-science at Eastern Michigan University.
bags of rich dark coffee to take home. Hisvhere the owner of a roadside stall letproach the city, they tell me we are aboute learns it from villagers in Chiapas. = [IBJANE]=IZE AV [OIH =\ [&4=
grandchildren come running out of theus use his storeroom to change out of oup pass “our little army barracks.” Round-

house, grinning, to thrust little fist-fulls muddy clothes, so as not to advertise ting the curve, we see what looks like aor more information on how Plus cultures, languages, stories
of fried plantain slices into our hands. Outthe soldiers at the next roadblock that wesmall city of multi-level concrete apart- you can get involved, contact: and beauty of the Iahd
hosts Alberto and Rosa come by for ondiave been off the beaten path. A vehiclenent blocks. Shaking his head, my friend and people of Chiapas

last chat, and Alberto comments on howcomes and soon we are back in Sanomments, “The worst of it is, they're Mexico Solidarity Network

different this day was from that fateful dayCristébal, where the noise of cars honkingpuilding these to stay.” He says Chiapag773) 583-7728 Musts: two-month minimum,
last year. They offer us some of the rainand rattling down the cobblestone roadss essentially under military rule, compar-http://www.mexicosolidarity.org commitment to nonviolence, anc
water they have collected, since thesuddenly seems overwhelming after tering the situation to the South American experiences of conflict resolutio
stream water is muddy from the churningdays of rural tranquility. military dictatorships of the 1970s. Michigan Peace Team

of the rainstorm. They say goodnight, and My innkeeper is distraught: Her Catching up on the newspapers orPhone: (517) 484-3178 Spanish a plus but not a must
we are left to be sung to sleep by the frogbrother has just been kidnaped by metthe plane ride back to Michigan, | see thaFax: 517-484-4219

and crickets. dressed in the black garb of the fearethe army has launched a series of new-mail: michpeacteam@peacenet.org Contact info



