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Cheri Honkala
interviewed by Judy Duboff

Cheri Honkala is the founder and Execu-
tive Director of the Kensington Welfare
Rights Union (KWRU), the co-chair of the
National Welfare Rights Union and a co-
founder of the Up and Out of Poverty Now!
Coalition. Cheri Honkala and Marian
Kramer, co-presidents of the National Wel-
fare Rights Union, have been invited to
speak in Washtenaw County on September
9" and 10" (see ad this page). Judy Duboff,
on behalf of the Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom, one of the
sponsoring organizations, conducted this
interview with Cheri Honkala for
AGENDA.

AGENDA: Can you tell us what the
Kensington Welfare Rights Union is—its pur
pose, its composition—and how and when yc
first became interested in the welfare right:
movement?

Cheri Honkala: The Kensington Welfare
Rights Union (KWRU) is a group of poor
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1IN YPSILANTI:

Thursday, Sept. 9, 1999 « 7 -9 p.m.

Eastern Michigan University, Pray-Harrold Hall, Rm. 204

Topic: A Community "Speak Out” Against Economic
Human Rights Violations Toward Low-Income People,
and Welfare Reform Policies in Michigan
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IN_ANHN ARBOR:

Friday, Sept. 10, 1999 « 12 -2 p.m.
St. Mary's Student Parish, Newman Hall

Topic: A Grassroots Report on the State of National Welfare
Feform Legislation on Low-Income and Warking Families
Showionen’ By “The Fiwivevacry o Wichipa

SEP 1999—AGENDA—15

futures are tied with those of the unemploy
that having a diploma or a union job can
mean you're one check away from not pa
the bills. People should contact us to finc
how they can get involved.
(http://wwwlibertynet.og/kwru).

AGENDA: What is the March to the Und
Nations in October, and what is it intende
accomplish?

CH: The March of the Americas is organi
by the Poor People’s Economic Human Ri
Campaign, a national effort led by poor
homeless men, women, and children o
races. The Campaign includes more tha
organizations across the country, from pt
housing residents facing the demolitiof
their housing in Chicago, to welfare rec
ents about to be cut off assistance in Phil
phia, to farmworkers working for pove
wages in Florida.

The March of the Americas, from Wa
ington, DC to New York City, will bring tc
gether people from Canada, Latin Amel
and the United States, for an entire month,
ing the issue of poverty as a violation of
man rights. On Octobeftlour team of lav
yers will begin the process of bringing a ¢
against the United States, indicting the
for welfare reform as a violation of econol
human rights.

We will march 10-15 miles a day, sett
up tent cities along roadsides and at chul
and union halls, and organizing protests
arts and cultural events along the way. A
purpose of the march is to link poor lea
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